JaPPENDIX 


SOLOMON'S Preſcription 


For the Removal ot the 


PESTILENCE. 


nforcing the fame from a Con- 
, fideration of the late Dreadful 
Judgement by FIRE, 


«her with ſome Perſwafions to all, 
| Pecilly Suftering Chriſtians, ro exerciſe 


and maintain Faith and Pacience » Courage 
and Comfort, in this Dark and 
Cloudy Day. 


Crero———_— — — DD ——_— ee eo ne oe + — ——_— er re, 


By M.24 


CEE Hos 


rinted in the Year, MDCLXVII; 


— 


{(r) 0 
þ HAMIHISHIH4433:49 450 
" Þ - The Stationer to the Reader. 


Courteous Reader , 
Hu'Diſcourſe being deſigned 4s an Appendix to Solos 
ON nt 6 Preſrine » ought indeed &x 1 joyned nith is 
ui many of thems are ) the ſenſe hereof in- the beginning bav- 
inp a dependance won , and connettion mith the concluſion «f 
t : But yet for the eaſe of thoſe who had bought of the former 
whrrerf ſome have been heretofore difperf ) I nawilling to 


J 


JWPrint ſome of theſe ſingle. And this Advertiſement was 
gbe fit to be given , partly that none might wonder at the 
 Wbſence of a Prefatory EpiftHe , but chiefly to take f from the 
f ming abruptneſs of the beginning, and of ſome other paſſages 
em, which have a reference to that fore-mentioned T rea» 
iſe, as they nbo have it in their hands may eafily diſcern. 


APPENDIX 


SOLOMON'S PRESCRIPTION 
For the Removal of the 


FESTILENCE: 


Hus indeed have the Pains and Miſeries of 
bleſſed Saints that have lefc this life, expired 
& _cogether with their dying groans , whil't we 
«  pbor Sinners chat are left behinde, have re- 
a to bee. the ſubje&s of choſe farther Calamicies; 
on | A.2 which _- 
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(2) 
which the Juſtice of God brings upon thoſe that conte 


and lighc, ſuch expreſſions of ir , as were deſign'd | 


cheir Inftrugion and Reformacion: And that moſt 
nal expreſſion of copremned aid incenſed Juſtice, 
hach larely put us imo an altoniihment , our of which 


are ſcarce yet recovered; doth methinks fRrongly inn 


ane co 2tt2mpe lome kinde of improvement of it, ingy 


ſecution of che detign which 1 aia,'d at 11 the forego 
Diſcourſe ; The occation whereof was the conſidera 
of the beavy Judgement of the Plague then upon y 
and an hearty delire chic it might attain ſome good ell 


am .ngit us; and the bulineſs of ic 1s, to repreſent 
Sig: we have been Plagu'd for, and to periwade g 
formaticna from tem, which the hand of God 
ſtrercht out againſt us did ſo loudly call for. And( 
k bach pleaſed thz Divine Majeſty to follow char ſtr 
even Whil'(t ic was yer upon out Loyns , with this ſec 
lictle leſs cecrible, ir will nor 1 preſume be imperune 
by wayof Appendix to this latter Edition , at leal 
make ſo much uſe of this ſad providence as the 
fzrrher to evidence , That Sins, even ſuch as 1 hav 
fare - mentioned, are the true canſes of ow Miſeries, 
thence rg enferce wy E xhortgtion to put 4xay from api 
thrſe Sin:; for the performance of which Duty , me 
furniſhe with another ſo Rrong but ſad an Argui 
Andchovtgh I maybe almoſt in deſpair of doing any} 
bereby, which (hall be publick and viſible, yer if I mi 
bur prevent the final ruine of anyfingle Soul , If 
be far from regkoning my labour loſt : Wirhall 1m 
hope co do ſomerhing cowards the vindication of Di 
- Jutice, in theſe ſeemingly ſevore diſpenſations , 
the quickning and comforcing the hearts of his ſuſfet 
people, ... , 
 Teake it for granted that the Reader is nor ſo deft 
fborh Reaſon and Re'igion, avto queſtion 


$A; id 


TT” ., v9 ke | 
here be a God that rules in the World, or whether he 
Omniſcienc and Almighry , withour whoſe cogm- 
ance and concurrence no Creatures can move, withour 
hoſe forefight and permiffion no event can befall : 
d therefore I hope there's no need that 1 ſhould con- 

2 my ſelf wich the original of theſe flames, and endea- 
ro manifeſt that chey were kindled by no humane 
neans, before the finger of God ſhall be acknowledged 
therein. Since wee knoy that God ordinarily makes 
iſe of ſecond cauſes for che execution of his pleaſure 5 
hich whil' chey execure, there's no neceſlity char 
hey ſhould diftin&ly underttand what they are doing , 

nd frame deſigns correſpondent to thoſe, which by tus 
wer-ruling power chey accompliſh : Though Jebu was 
oft intent upon his own advancement , ' co which the 
ine of eAbab's family was ſubſervient; yer God by 
mfulfill'd che chrearings denounc't againſt char Fami- 


inaly. WhilR che 4ſ1rien King was glurcing his cruclty , 


od enlarging his inions by the conqueſt of the /ſ- 

iter, hee was a Sword in Gods hand to accompliſh 
ts pleaſure on Mount Zion, And the difference of their 
xencion from Gods , doth no more hinder cheir being 
ſiruthents for the performance of his righteous Will', 
han his turning their a&{ons co his own ends, leſſens the 
ickedneſs of their intentions. Even Jada: and the 

;fulfl'd rhe determinate connſel of God. Moreover 
hat he who hath all Creatures at his beck, even che 
ot bruiciſh and inanimace , which depend upon him 
be their Being, Morion, and ſeveral aQivities , did not 
ther prevent, or check what he ſzw without his inter- 

ure would produce ſuch and ſuch (ad effe&s , orb + 
Manly ſpeak that it was his pleaſure they (ſhould bee 
Modic't. ef the watchman wakes but in vain , except 
Lord beep the City; fo, if be: do keepir, 211 at» 

npes made againſt it (hall bee in vain. How ofren 
', A3 have 


4)) 

have we Pricing of a Warehful Provides 
ſerving us from, or ſgon ing che. miſchief of 
vature, which, eicher Treachery or Careleſnglss 
brioging vpon.us.. Thoſe defigns which | 
rrived with ay malicious a ſubclety as Hell « a 
clave in conjunRion were Maſters of , have been dil 
yered and frufirated ; witneſs that our deliverancelng 
the Popiſh Powder: plor , whichwe yearly Camn 
xace, and ſhall never ſurely forger whil't che Ref 
tion keeps footing in England. . And how often be 
been Alarum'd wich che, cry of, Fire ,, which haze 
extinguiſhed before we could well know where, ; 
Ruc when ance we have (in'd qur ſelves qur:oE.G ON 
gion , how open do wee lye.to all aflgulcs & 

pos *Jro that wrath, whereof all creaturgs ae] Le 
obedient inftruments, and which nong oy; 

AnJ alas ! how plajnly « did Ged, Rely leet again van 
dreadful inſtance of his diſpjeaſuze? Though; 

ivdeed immediately rain Fire frog heaven — 
taere Wagſuch a concurrence ASSUcPORN: re 

ic ſo lang gnquenchable end ragings.. 35 may -abupdul 
COnVInice us ,' ihatirwas wy command, and 
dance of an; bigher 4 . even.an; vaconctoleable 
May wee not bee. allow'd tg ſay,. that it was blany 
and kepcin. vigourgven by. che breath of che Lordyuld 
winds may be ſo ftil'd:, upon the wings whereof, 
Flames being. mounted, rode as in a Chariot, 
-phing zlong the Streets, laughing at Engines, ball 
Arc and Induſtry, maſtring ayd overcoming alk opy 
ons thatwere Peg ain chem; inchree 'or fayt4 
ſ-ace defiroying the Woprks of many hundred Yeas 
the Wealch and Labours, of wavy thouſand Inhabj 
and yer that ir. ſhould Rop where ad whenit did,is 
as much a wonder as that it hap 'be Ropt no { 
and both are (0. range, arguinga' more than-on 


[9 


—————————— 


_ XG). Ls 
granidence, char we may reaſonably infoe , that he'who 
daidtotbeproud flame, Youſhal, mber 1 did af» 
Sold tothem, Hitherrofball (you venir  Sothar we may 
fuly etfude' cothar of rhe-Propber ; {/a:: 66, 15. The 
dard 1s 00m with Fire, and'with bus Charices like a wbirle- 
windy; 20 render bis anger with fary , and bis rebukgs wich 
flaws of Fire. | 40 
# zAnd if be granced thar ic was the Lord who broughs 
khis e249) (pan che Ciry ,) it will not cher E hope be quetti- 
ned but be-hath juſtly done it; with none I'am ſurerbur 
muck Acheifts will ic be queſtioned 2: For he-who denies 
:Gads Juſtice , deth it effe& deny bim'to be Gad; char 
is + Being infinitely perfet, Moreover , ſuchis Gods 

ious and merciful nature, 'tharwe may be -affured 

To not delighted in-tig Creatures ſufferings ,- which 
he never inflicts bur for ſome juſt and wetghty cauſe; yer, 

4may ſay,which they ſcatce everundergoy burwtlien they 

Fooluſhly: and wilfullypluck them upot'their own heads, 


WW Scrange itis that Man , to whom Self-love.is a natural 


nnd inſeparable propercys.ould:conrrive his own ruine : 
'orif you ſay ir is nocTuine that he purpoſely concrives , 
yer as"firanye irſeems ,' thar hee who 18. endowed with 
Reaſon, whereby he is-capaþle of knowing the -narure, 
-and arrending corhe conſequences of things, ſhould ſo 
-greedily embrace the cadfe; and will not be driven from 


4; whil'ſt he hares cheefeRt, and would fain avoid. ic. 
 Buras Rirarige as rhis ſeems , and as great a blemiſh as 


irlaies upon humane-nature, yer moſt true it is, and too 


oppo  rongly confirmed by daily ſad experience. Fain would 


hy H 


247 
by 
is 


\men ſeparate what the unalcerabte Law of che Creator 
bach joyned rogerher, Sin and Miſery :' and chough chey 
'know,or may know char they cannot have one withoufth - 
ether, \yer will chey venture upon whare'they love,C2:'s 
arainly atrended with rhat which chey cannor-:th1 | 
addſomett juſtly, They ear che fruit of their 073 1 g14 & 


, , 06 ) ; 4 
are fiil' d ith adir nin devices. » + Thusir 18 in the prefes 
caſe; - with'eagerneſs and delight have we -procur' 
out ſelves thoſe evils whiah wee birretly lament, | 
chat ran ſo earoelily roquedch our burning houſes, o 
our own hands ſer them on fire., - We that are now 
ſoperplext and deſtiture a condition , have even wilf 
ly plung'd our ſelves into theſe difficulties: for 4 
ſerrted courſevf Gods government of the world, thereof 
asgreat 4 connexion berwixc (fin unrepented 'of, aa 
ſore judgemi-nts ,” cicher inthis life orthe next ,/ agl 
ewixt throwing Granado's into an houſe ,” and its by 
ckereby burn't to the ground, Yet miſtake me hoy 
if Ithoughr that rhbey who ſuffer: moſt are rhe-gte 
- fnners, and that the Ciry was ſo much more wickedth 
the Country, as its ſufferings are greater : But 0 
this 1 dare ſafelyſay , that Sin is the great Incendi 
cfourLand , the Traytor and. Deftroyer char bachd 
us ſo much miſchief, even the fins of all, and there 
hath a Judgement befaln us, wherein chere arc few 
- are concern'd; either for themſelves orrelarions ;/ wa 
leaftwiſe,as members of char Commonalty which ſuf 
ſogreatly : and thoſe particular perſons upon whoni 
hath faln heavieſt , choughchere may be many thath 
deſerved as ill, who perhaps fare berrer:chan they, 
have they no reaſonto think that they have far'd me 
than they deſety'd. God himſelf dire&s us in oute 
quiries afrer the cauſe of ſuchcalamities, - Dear. 29.1 
23, 24, 25. . When any ſhould ask why the Land 
- made like Scfim: and Gommrrah , Brimftone, Salta 
- Burging, the anſwer was to be returned , becauſe t 
had forſook: the Yovenanc of the Lord God of thei 

is ApyRacy from Goe , 1s the uſual caule 


the deſtruion BEKingdomes. $01/a. 42. 24. Who 
Jacob fur « ſpoil, and Iſrael to the robbers ? Did ant 
Lord , he againſt nhom ne have ſinned ? for they would 


(7) 
alin bis waies y neicher were they oledient unto bis Lam: 
refore we may well ſay , Thas evil a of nr ſelves, -our 
tinge have procured all rheſe things co us, $171 

Ionow you ask mee , What doings ? what fins thoſe 
re.which have provoke God thus ſpeedily ro repear his 
za? I anſwer; They,are even ſuch as I have before 
ie a rehearſal of; and which I ſhall noe now particu» 
vWaclyevlarge upon 3 but eſpecially our continuancein , 
Wodrevolting to theſe ſins, asir were in deſpire of thoſe 
NT deb Jacgemence , Which have been employ'd to 
umn avtfrom them, The Pride and Covetouſneſs, the 
horedomes and Drunkenneſs , which have abounded 
moneR us ; our cruel Animoſities and Diviſtons, Un- 
haritableneſs and Opprefſion , Contempt of God and 
dlineſs, prophanarion of Lords-dates , and negle& 
his Ordinances, and Worſhip ; ſuch as theſe are the 
gs which have brought our miſerjes upon vs, Bur 
lieb4s che grand aggravacion of all; After we had been 
Iricken for theſe ſins , were we grieved and reformed ? 
ay,rather have we not reyolted more and more? Did 
jn our afflittion acrknow/edge our offence , and ſech the face 
of God? Did we return to him that had torn, that he might 
; to bing that bad ſmitten, that he might binde us up ? 
Ic racher,were we nor. like Jeruſalem of whomGod com- 
ains, Zepb. 3. That being filthy, pollutedgand an oppreſſing 
jt), ſbe obeyed not the voice, ner received correftion ; leing 
Juſt, they knew no ſhame ; and therefere kee made the 
treets waſte that none p-ſt by , their Cities mere deſtrozed 

«nai no Inhabitant. 


Were yot the fears we before mentioned of a return 
all kinde of impiety, roo propherical ? Where alas ! 
uld there be any ching ſeen amongſt us, after the hea- 
iroak of the Plague was ſomewhat lightned , that de- 

fred to be call'd a Reformation > How few were pur 
co 


({B) 

"heir waics? Though they. ſaw their neighbe 
friends cut off'before-them , yer did they norf 
"on intheic former'careſeſs and prophane courſe 
:confiderable notice was there faken'sf the hand of C 


:Did nor the! moſt who onr> 11v'd rhe! Plague y- hy 
-cheir firs our-liv'd ic roo? did rhey nor fall ig 


- wich the very fame violence and unconſcionableny 


neſs they were wont, ro the purſuing of their 
defhgns > Asiftheir greateſt troubte was , \that th 
been ſo long inrerrupted _incheirgainful cradings 
:well if the rrade of finning waseven chac white inte 
-red. ,” Or if there were ſome,who by the appre 
approaching death, were: trighred our of fome gf 
*fi98,--andinco good purpoſes; yet did chey nor 64 
mra co their otd benr, like treams, whoſe courſe 
teen for a while Jdamm'd up ? Many, /icis to beſt 
Whoin their crouble ſoughr God , preſently forgut 
when that was retnoved ; andforgor the promiſes 
mide co him, bf newneſs of life and better obedit 
in caſe they ſhould be recovered and preſerved. B 
eavſe generals affe& nor ſo much;ler me pur irtot! 
Confciznce, Reader, for thy particular, what int 
the late Viiiration had upon thee , forthe chang 
bercering thy hearr and life 2 Did ic bring chee con 
upon thy ſelf, andſearch out what was the plague 
heart > whac luſt chou hadft harboured 2 whar duty 
hadſt negte&ed ? whereby rhou hadſt contribured 
increaſing and haſtning of Gods indignation, - And 
thou thereupon proceed to rhe humbling of thy ſoul 
fore God for thy tranſgreſſion , and ro the refortni 
thy life ? If indeed thou haſt done thus, - and ſhalt 
on ſo doing, ies happy for thee: bur examine well 
ther chou art not Rtill che ſame man thar ever'thou 
as proud and worldly , as flothful and ſgnſual-as 


-cro.2 Rand thereby, end broughr-to conſider nd i 


ach wha lmp-o ad Chit and Leg 


wb 5550 L leave that co 7 on 
| ta judge: Buc I chink en benncy. of .chagi 
1 jp 'ris chus wicthche mokt,, . Tas 
2.45 bad as it found \ and 


: Now. do but confider: ic —— wh 
a be not matrer of high provocariqn. to: the, Di = 


jefty, co ſee bimſelf and bis providences chus f 

d uldyheedleſs refolute..finners, © For ſure we mult needs 
that, ic is for ſomeend, that he whois wiſe and 

od Laies ſufferings upon a people; and he expeRts they 

be .pprove hem co chisend 5 and takes £xaRt nor: 
jce.herher:they do ſo or pot. ; No daubk therefore. bug, 
TE mpromrmengols our lare-heavy Vikcatons 
obſerve , our behaviour in and-after that cime. 

| bac looks down fram hiig heavenly Throne upon all, 
gacllcrs on earch.,;;\hach beheld our ſenſleſneſs and 
lupicicy z how: lighk wee. bave made. of tbe Tokens gf 
diſpleaſure; our bypocrifie and impugence,, -- how we. 
vekepr our Faſts, and our Sins rogether;; he hath ſeen 
ww regardleſs we have been of the defign'of chis Diſ- 
enſation » 28 if it was no Call co the Inhabirarts of the 
nd, toreturn to God from whom: they had backſhid« 
[zn, but rather chat it came by chance, or however, 
45 n9 more conſiderable than other Diſeaſes ace z- and 
cordingly we have been lictle more concerned , except 
pſtudying how to keep pur ſelves our of danger,z ligtle. 
king of beraking ous ſelves-ro God, toger our peace 

ade wich him,” nor welcopceiving of any great advan- 
eto be had thereby, 1sthis indeed; a:rrue Charager 
gur demeanour ,. and could we think the Great God- 

d brook ſuch inſufferable contempr 2- When Fathers 
weaken the Rod inhand , do they uſe colay ic down 
wk the Childes Rubbornneſs be conquered-3 Ofren 
y may 


my we finde in the flory of Prices, thar they wif 
ther connive ' at ſme affroncs from their Subjeay, 


; co, than atcempc/ 4 redreſs 'or puniſhing 


whith' they fetr themſelves unable to accompliſh ; by 
oncethis artempt be made, they Bok upon themlely 
engaged in honor und policy roprofecureic, leaſt 

fatour their wedknefs bedifcovered , their aurhotirye 


pzit', | and the offendors more confirmed in theirinſ 
Iencies. How would Pbarreh have criumphed, if ft 


2 judeeimetit'or rwo , Aſſes hid ceaft his fair, andh 
the 7/raelites in his -hand; he wonld even have taken hi 
felf roo hard for that God who d&manded chem thenge, 
then the Almighty hach purpoſt to reform this Nat 


or root it up, - do we think he' will give us off beforeth 


purpoſe be accompliſhe > As he harh' before giveny 
cept por precept, and with great patience waite: 


the fruit thereoF, ſo he may now-juſtly ſend Judoemat 


after Judgement, andif one bee'{lighted, followirm 
another, tilt his ends are brought 'to paſs; This is 


mote than whar he hatch ofcen chreacned co che ObltineMe 


Leviticus 26. Fer. 30. 23, 24. Behobd the uhir!enil 
the Lord goeth forth with fury, a continuing nhivlem 
it ſhall fall with pain upon the head 'of the wicked. 
fferce anger of the Lord ſhall nit rethern cancel bee hath dom] 
and till bee hath performed the intents of his hearc , in thel 
ter daics yt ſhall conſider it. 

Bur before I conclude the diſcovery of ene provi 
canfes of this our late ſuffering, cannot but point att 
continuance of that miſcarriage which I formerly ms 
rioned, and manifeſted co have ſo grear an influe 
in procuring our miſeries, namely , 7he diſabling 
reſtraining ſo* many faithful CAMuniiters of Chrift 
deing what they might , toward the preventino and le 


proviking Sins, and the advancement of that GodlinWret 


which ts the welfare and eſtabliſhment of a Kingdome. 
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orgund I go upon in ern this to bez principal caule 


our Calamiries, are wich 'mee unqueſtionable; and 
ill be 1 chink with any one elſe, who will firſt bur granr, 
lathe overflowing of - wickedneſs brings ruine v 
Nation; and chen will ſoberly confule his own rea- 
6 whecher the reftraint of many ſuch who would 
ule ic cheir very buſineſs ro oppoſe the growth and 
reading of fin, 1s nor! che ready way to cauſe it over» 
and lafily. will bur-arrend ro his own experience, 
wether this hath not been (and is therefore like to bee 
ill) che effe& of the removal of the late Miniſters 
om their employments , and of denying admiffion to 
4 other , who cannot accept of the hard condirions 
hich are tendred them. This, as I yer conceive, I 
zve made beyond all contradigion evident in the for- 
er diſcoutſe, prg. 30. and forward, Norcan I deviſe 
vbee #lledg'd co weaken char evidence. Is it 
oe mol} certain thar there are many ſuch mean places 
the Countries , 88 are alrogerher deſticure of Preach- 


ts, which chey, who wich all their Souls would accepe 
hem, are - abſolutely forbidden to-fupply ? And is it 


x-altnoſt impoſſible, bur-they ſhould be ignormt', who 
ye no Teacher, and ungodly,who are ignorant ? Again, 
there any thing of a ſlander in what-I have there ſaid , 
at there are many places furniſhe only with men utterſy 
ſufficient andurhic far the Miniſtry , - being eicher in- 
ably negligenc or ignorant , or of looſe and vi- 

us Lives > To hear of this may bee unpleaſanc ta 
tole that cauſe ir , bur if ic bee crue, isic not likeſy 
dbee much more diſpleaſing co God ro behold it? 
there' nor been multitudes reftor'd ro the Mi- 

firy,, who were once caft forth 'for the notorious ſcan- 
louſneſſe of their Converſation > And though rhey 
tend , it's like -, char Loyalty was cheir onely 
me, yer doth nat che continuance of their looſe- 
nels 


(as) | 
neſg';, 'a5 much juſtife cheir- farmer ejeRicn, ! 
dean theic :refticution ?- AmongR-the many! hur 
that-have becniexcluded for Non-conformiry , 
are there. ten, may I noc ſay one, rhus proceeded; 
for Prophaneneſs 2: 'Tis lawful 1 hope ro mencien«th 
things which almoR:every body fees and talks of b | 
thoſe who are hot at: all defirous to ſpy blemiſhgi 

\ the Church of England ; as chey; love to ſpeak, nor 
corruption in- her: Adminifirations 3 | cannor - bur £6 
this 10 bee # moſt grievous one, Joudly calling-fy 
Reformation. - And is it 2 fault to ſpeakithe ſen(e| 
ſuch-who are free& from parnality and prejudice 
then ſo many Shepherds are ſer-over the Flocks, "who 
either careleſs of chem , ot are themſelves danger 
Gck of thoſe Diſeaſes they oughe to cure , whar's li 
become of the Shezp? and whar's the. ground of alb 
miſchief , bur «be ſeclufibr of -fo many Pious and 
ſciencious men fromche:Minifity , which\a: b an 
kinde of necetſiry of admicting ſuch unfic perſons 
inco to ſupply/tbeir rooms, or of leaving" ſuch 
cancies, 3s mighr roo much ſhame rhe: Authors. - 
amconhdent, 1s che chief ground , rogether with 
zeal mn thoſe who pre{ide over theſe ' affairs for* 
rengchning of their own cauſe , which makes chew 
penſe very much r© ſuch as are qualified witha full'@ 
formicy, Witch! is, ſeldome wanting in rheny who 
liccle elſe ro recommend them;:: Now what courſe 
bee caken char was like ro do-more: ro'the encredſt 
wick:dne(s than this, namely, corhrutt into corners 
who improv'd their: molt abilicies ra counter-wotl 
and inſtead of them; cro-admid fuchinto rhe Palpir, 
practices ar leaſt were Patrons 'and-Promorers ofitÞl 
me._not-be though: guttty-of fo much iImmodetty-0 
judice , 25 to ſay they are alt ſuch, :T have'befare} 
vented that miltake ; bur I.chtnk he may juftly be x 
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who denies tha there are any ſuch. But ſuppoſe 
6 not. ( which wich all my Soul I wiſh was more 
2 ſuppoſition ) yer I am Rlill of opipioh, char the 
lencing of ſomany Miniſters , ar leaft as eminentfor 
ety, Learning, and Diligence in their gzyployments þ 
thaſe who ſucceed them ; and preventing ſo mary 'o 
ts, hach been as great a check and hifdrance ro trag 
dicion and Godlireſs , and of as fatal conſequence 
the ſouls of thouſands, as any thing that ever befelf 
fince che Reformation. Could there bee a readier 
co expoſe men todeath, than in time of fome grear- 
lacralicy , in a City where the one half of the - 

are Galeniſts, .the other Chimiſt; » to iſſue our an' 
rder, char none ſhould practiſe except they who would 
prove the method of Gallen; or the contrary * whereby 
half muſt needs be rendred uſeleſs, in a ſeaſon where 

te would be work for all , though a'thouſand more 
admwas it leſs dangerous tothe Souls of men to have 
many Phyſiciars :emoved , when neicher the Patients 
heir Diſeaſes were few or inconfiderable ? It was 
then I hope eicher for want of conſideration or cha» 
y, that I before took the boldneſs ro ſuggeſt » that the 
ormation of this diſorder, was one leflon , which the 
2d then laid on us, ought to teach us. 4 
And fince that time hath the caſe been altered, have 
atters beer- mended amongſt us? Need I cell the 
1d chat chey have not ? Is there any man ſuch 
anger in England , that he knows not what hath been 
ie fince then ? How new ambiguous Oaths , as likely 
be reſuſed as the former , have been fram'd and im+ 
8d, ſo that they who were before caft forth of their 
ployments, and ripe of their maintenance depend- 
thereupon, muſt now be driven from Cities, Towns 
porare, and the places where they have been formerly 
aploy'd, except chey would embrace theſe. And yer 
| what 
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what.ney crimes, to deſerve ſuch puniſhment 
were ewilry.pt, were yerto learn, excepr this way 
(har, ehcough che'Providence of God , and the chany 
is. people , they were not ftarv'd to death , orin 
? Jjiance ſomething worſe, I am almoſt afraid 
offenſive, whil'ft I do bur nakedly relate this 
| be ealing wich ſuch, for many of whom I dare cgi 
Wn - vencly (ay, their Innocence 18 as great as their $ 
EE” togs; the very rehearſal thereof ſeems (o ſtrange , « 
RF cally if we conſider that doleful ctrcumftance off 
| wherein it was (et on foor. Whil'R we were all (i 
| ing, among orhe: fins, for our unchriltian divifi 
even then inſtead of healing our Breaches, and the[j 
at once, were ſome preparing lathes for their Bret! 
wha ſhould ſurvive; that if chey were lefr on earth, « 
might not have a comforcable and quier habirari, 
ic, ſofar as they could hinder ic. Did chey, whon 
maMeaſonably ſuppoſe che chief promoters of this 
Ggn, imagine, that they had offended by roogreng 
tlene(s, and cherefore muſt exptare char fault by Wl 
ſeverity? Alas, they need not have fear'd ic! Or 
they indeed take cheſe their Brethren co be the | 
and Plague-ſores of the Nation, by purging of 
from Towns and Cities , they thought to atone 
and purge the Land ? They ſhould not merhinks tel 
unchbaritable. Bur yer wee finde the beſt of menh 
been as heavily cenſured. The Apofiles theme 
were taken to be the Ttamaxetugdia Ts wiTus, IC, 
13.; ſuch kinle of vile perſons as were commonly pi 
upon far the luſtration of their Cities, in rimes of g 
Calamicy, Andas their cenſure , ſo their condi 
was not much unlike; for wee finde, v. 17, Theybd 
certain dxelling place. 
May we not by the way , lawfully take norice of 


mercifulneſs and wiſdome of that Providence, 
4 
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atn'd what was meant for his ſervants harm ; into their 
od, even their cemporal good; by ſomerhing an harſh, 

ic ſeems a friendly voice , calling to them to g0to 
ella before Jeruſalem was deſtroy'd. Ir might ſeem a 
ice of violence which the Angels offered ro lingring 

, when chey laid hands on him co bring him away , 
5-n.19.16, Bur if hehad ac firſt choughe ſo, ir was tuc 
very licele while before he had ſufficient ground to ac- 
nonledge , what we read in the ſame verſe, That the 
rd being merciful tohim, brought him forth , and ſet hins 
ithow the City. Who would nor in ſuch a dark and mu- 


ifooWble world as this , give up himſelf wichour repining to 


e condu& of chat Providence , which intends our good 
y choſe very wales which ſeems moſt to courradidt ic , 
xd which will ſafely lead us through all che various 
my turns of Life, and at lengrh accompliſh the 
{deſires of all choſe who fincerely ſerve, and incirely 
hon up themſelves coir, When as they who are en- 
Fzo'd in any work, which is'contrary to his Will who 
Wiles the World , will inde themſelves bafled and o- 
come even when they think they ſucceed and prevail, 
ht how miſerably do we often find theWiſe men of the 
orld infaruated in their policies, whil'Rt they pull down 
: Walls co ſecure the Ciry, When the —_ 
eWpnceiv'd or pretended a fear , that 1f Chriſt ſhould bee 
tc alone and garher ſo many followers after him , the 
mms (as imagining, it'slike, chat they deſign'd a re» 
lion ) would come upon them and rake away their 
ation ; che courſe they rook to prevent this danger , 
y conſpiring againſt the life of our blefled Lord, prov- 
la means of bringing upon them choſe Kowans which 
tey fear'd , and by them deſtruion to their” Ciry 
d Nation. The S»domires, ro whom the preciſe life 
Md oalling reproofs of Lot were as much a vexation , as 
ieir wickedneſs was to his righreous Soul , who were 
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extremely impatient chat an Upftare and Stranger ſhy 
take ſo much upon him, far'd never the better for hai 
this chorn anon of their fide; and had at le 
reaſon to be convinc't, that nor his Neighbourhood, if 
their contempt of ir , wich their other impieries, we 
mot prejudicial to them. Never yet did Toan © ( 
fare worſe for an boly praying people : Swearing, and 
fing, and Conventicles of Good: fellowſhip, and | 
phaneneſs, are like enough to bring miſchief upon 
places where they are pratis'd , bur humble fer 
prayer, be it in publick, orin private , in a Synagigy, 
in an 4pper Room, never did nor will do ; but rather 
reſtraining of prayer before God may probably doit, 
Aaron and Hur ſhould have laid tones upon Miſe 
hands, to weigh them down, inſtead of ſupporring tis 
no wonder if che hands of their Warriours had he 
weakned, and eAwalch had prevailed: Orif , wha 
Roodin the Gap to intercede for the 1/raeliter, t 
ſhould have plucke him out of it , no wonder if m 
had ſoon overwhelm'd them. Had they gone abou 
prohibic, or any way reſtrain the offering up the Tac 
of prayer to God, it had been bur jult and naturi|: 
he ſhonld have made che ſmoke of his fury and thei uiiſ 
ments to aſcend. 

Need I mention it to any knowing Engliſhman 
a kind of Mourning Garb our Nation hath lately 
and in what a diſconſclare poſture ſhe hath ate! 
Nation ſo gladded by the Reſtauration of her Right 
Magiſtrate, our dread Soveraign, and equally ſadne 
the removal of a faithful Miniſtry z than which ſa 
any thing could have been devis'd more to rhe grienif 
and even breaking the hearts of ſuch, ro whom te 
cereſts of their ſouls are dearerthan all worldlythi 
And ſuch, though they may no! be che richeſt nat 
greateſt, yer without queſtion they are the beſt pat 


"Me (19 F 
Kingdome where they dwell. But yet I muſt confeſs, 
met Wich very few comparatively , of whart ſpiric 
inclinacion ſoever, that have ſeem'd pleas'd with theſe 
anſaRions , but acknowledge that gentleneſs and bro« 
y forbearance had been more ſuirable ro the nature 
char Chriſtian Profeſſion which we all own, and more 
Yvancageous to its intereſt, which we all pretend to de- 
2n Undoubredly then the bleſſed God , who hath # 
icker and more tender ſenſe of his ewn glory and che 
ras of his ſervants, than the moſt holy and com+» 
2pate man on earch can have, is nor well pleas'dro 
hold the violence and harſhneſs with which they are 
low'd , though it may be under prerence of doing bins 
yvice. Though they that hate their Brethren , and ca/# 
forth, may ſay, Letthe Lixd be glorified , yer they 
be nevertheleſs aſhamed of chis hacred, this expreſs 
n of ic, and che prerences wherewith they varniſh its 
en the Lord himſelf ſhall appear for che vindication 
id joy of thoſe who for his Names ſake were contemn* 
Jand abuied. And alchough chat grear day of diſcovers 
Wo truth and doing Julice be yet to come, when all Vi- 
rs (hall be pluckt off from perſons and chings, ſuch that 
ww render Vices Honourable, and Virtues Criminous, 
$the proſperous pleaſe to vote them , and when all be- 
p manifeſted to be whart they are, ſhall be creared as 
tey deſerve 3 yet even before that day, there are Bow 
uny cimes ſuch (irokes in that Providence which orders 


ionWumane affairs, as co a careful beholder may ſomewhat 


iſcover what choſe cules are by which God is pleaſed or= 
arily co proceed in his Adminiftrations, And ſuch ECl- 


enfayes and expreſſions of Juſtice there are mingled with 


ercy, 2s may ſerveto bring the ignorant and ſecure to 
onſider their wayes , and to reclaim che confiderare, 
nd have not Gods Diſpenſations towards us beer ſuch 
$ ſpeak him co have a Controverlie with us > Have we 
B 3 not 
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not found that it is an eafier ching to ſilence his Ms 
ers than bis Judgements ? Every mans own (ens 
beſt able co inform him what our flouriſhing and prol 
rity hath been fince chat time. Scarce a ſenſible Ching 
an bur to his grief obſerves how lamentably the inter 
of Religion hath declined, and ſcarce any carnal maj 
ſenſleſs but complains that our worldly proſperity | 
doneſo, Certainly that all-ſeeing God , who is a lon 
of Holineſs , will not be mockt with appearances x 
elotious pretences, *Tis not che flouriſhes of Order, 
cency and Uniformity, that will be accepred inſtead 
down-right Godlineſs, and true Charity and Unity, 
reform a Church, and raiſe ic our of irs ruines, inyl 
ſomething more than either to repair and beaurihe im 
ly Edifices, though Conſecrated ones; or to give a lit 
fplendor co external ſervice, and ſeduce ſome petryaif 
cumſtances of worſhip which ha4 been diſus'd : 'Tir 
much ſenſe to ſay , that he recover da man to life, 
inſtead of a plain Coat put him on a grudy one, wid 
perhaps may 'not be ſo ſerviceable neither, Nor is 
welfareandglory of a Church to be meaſured by! 
wealth, pomp and power of its Governours ( forte 
we know who would carry it from all Competitors) 
by irs atrainment of thoſe ends for which it was inſt 
ted - We uſe not tocount that the beſt Flock whidi 
diſcas'd and ſcabbed, though the Shepherds may bei 
and at eaſe ; nor is that Hoſpital in the beft order, wha 
Governours and Phyſirians have the greateſt Rever 
and liberty ro do what they liſt , whilſt che ſick 
Wounded are negle&ed, and periſh , but chat wher 
theſe are moſt carefully lookr to, and beſt healed: | 
char's the beſt School where the Maſters are moſt 
ard painful , and the Scholars make the beſt progres 
earning and good manners, notthar where the Mili, .. 

re beſt paid, and do leaſt, chough ſuch as theſe are We; 
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ikelieft ro get their filly Scholars love, Plainly then, 
he bleſſed Redeemer of Mankind , the Founder and 
aw-giver of the Chriſtian Church , hatch appoinced ic 
be as a School, wherein Believers by the teachings of 
is Spirit, Word and Miniſters, are to be trained up into 
firneſs for the high and heavenly glory ; as an Hoſpital 
herein lapſt ſouls are co be heal'd of the diſeaſes con- 
aed by the fall , that they may be made meer forthe 
reſent ſervice and future enjoyment of God : where- 
ore we muſt needs conclude,that's che happieſt and moſt 
lorious Church, where cheſe deſigns are moſt faichfully 
oxrded and ſucceſsfully carried on, even where fin and 
ckedneſs 1s moſt vigoroully ſer againſt, diſcouraged and 
uppreſt , and all real goodneſs is moſt promoted and 
actheſt ſpread ; where che ſeveral members are dili- 
encly infiruced, and carefully lookr after, ſo that they 
row in ſound knowledge, fatch, humility, zeal, and eve- 
y other grace, and live cogether in mutual peace, love 
nd r19hreouſneſs, adorning che Goſpel , and elorifying 
Wazic heavenly Father by ſuch fruitful, beautiful conver 
ations, Bur where-ever theſe things are leſs regarded, 
etthere be never ſg much empty noiſe of Order and Ser- 
ement upon ſure and ancient foundations, of a flowiſh- 
vg Cle: yy, and excellent Confticutions , becauſe per- 
haps they all read over the ſame prayer, or wear their 
oats all of a colour ; yer wilt 1 believe che Goſpel, 
hich tells us the nature and ends of this holy Sociery, 
ſhall never believe chat co be the beſt ordered Church 
hich falls ſo valily hore thereof , even thac where the 
fe and Power of Religion apparently decayes, and ig- 
lorance, Inkewarmne(s, and prophanenefs live, thrive, 
nd over-run the members. | chink its far better co ſee 
de Phyficians in times of great fhickneſs buſily running 
o reſcue the diſeaſed from the jaws of death , though 
perhaps not With ſo much formality and orderlineſs as 
B 3 miph. 
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might at anothertime ſeem requiſite, than ro have & 
rake tare upon them, and buhe themſelves in der 
and preſcribing Orders about their Admimiſtrarions t 
make more for their own intereſt, or ac leaſt for che! 
mor of ſome of them, than for the good of theit} 
tients; eſpecially if they ſhould proceed to make i 
Crime for thoſe that may be as skilful and faithful 
themſelves, to endeavour che ſaving of their Neight 
lives, except in every punctilio they comply With the 
humors. Bur to do thus in matters that concern the ex 
laſting life and death of immortal ſouls, is ſuch a pi 
of bold ſelfiſhneſs and uncharicableneſs, as will (car 
be well caken by him who died for them. And whety 
there have nor been ſuch limications and refiraines li 
upon many whoſe buſineſs and office it was to overs 
ſouls , ant chereby ſuch injury done to their preci 
charge, lec any unbyaſt Reader, who knows how aft 
Rand among ur, determine 3 as alſo, if it be ſont 
ther ſuch aRions muſt nor needs rend much to the prin 
cationand dithonor of God, being publickly owned 
Joſtified, and the whole Nation involved in the Guilt 
far as it can concur to a (ingle a&ion z and wharlſſ® 
therefore the redreſs of this may not reaſonably! 
thought one grand Admonition of the ſeveral calami 
Which have of late like waves com'n riding one upont 
neck of another. 

And now at length, what as to this parcicular (hl 
the fruit of theſe flames chat have burnt up the Glory 
our Land? Shall chey nor burn up the diſhonourd 
roo? Shall not our animofities and contentions, 
earthly carnal zeal which hath fed upon our ſpirits, 
almoſt conſumed our vicals , with all our paſſionate 
flammarions and hearr-burnings,be thrown into this 
never to revive and live more? Oh would to God! 
chcy might, I ſhould nor chen flick to call ic a Bl 
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Fire, which ſhould conſume and carry away ſo much of 
a wotſe, even of Hell ic ſelf,from amongſt us, Oh hap- 
were we, if our Droſs and Tin were but thus burne 
off, that we might come out of the fire ſo well refin'd ! 
That all our tubborn Spirirs were bur melted and foft» 
ned into ſuch murual compliances as beſeems Chriſtian 
Brethren, Buralas ! whar morral power canproduce 
ſuch bleſſed effes? Whar earthly inftrument can bring 
i about ſuch an heavenly work > Noythis is left for Omni- 
ence to accomplith. Good Lord,then let the poxer of thy 
Grace ſet in with thy Providences, andlet thy Spirit dothat , 
which neuher Plague , Fire nor Smord , Mercies nur any 
nll Means by themſelves can : Even to work, the Sp;rits of all 
thiſe who call themſelves thy Servants and Children , intoa 
M gentle, Inving temper, becoming that Profeſſion and the near- 
of neſs of their Relation; that they may with faithfulneſs and re« 
antion, joyn hands in that work, to which they are all en- 
ay d, and give each other what aſſiſtance and encouragement 
ebey are able, for the ſubverſion of Satan: Kingdome, and the 
carrying on thoſe deſigns of mercy to Mankinde, for which 
hou didſt create , and diſt wphold this world , and ſent'ft thy 
Fon into it » and keep'ſt thy Goſpel and Miniſters in it. 
Is chere any chiog in chis requeſt, co which all true 
riſtians may nor readily give their Amen ? Why then 
ould not all who own thac Name, contribure their en- 
deavours to the obtaining of thar , which they profeſs 
odefire > How lamencable and firange a thing is this , 
hat when wee are all agreed , or ſeem co beeſo , abour 
he chief end which we ought co purſue , and the princi- 
pal means conducing thereto, that yet we ſhould Rand 
ar o hot and hureful a difference abour matters, where- 
n one would chink ic impoſſible for rational Men todif- 
et. Are wee not all agreed, that the honour of God, 
nd ſalvation of Souls, ought to bee the principal end 
of our endeavours > And that the bringing of men to 
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know, believe , and obey the Goſpel , is the only 
for the attaining of this end ? And thac the deliveriy 
explaining , and inculcating upon them , the truths; 
ducies of this Goſpel, by a Miniltry ficted for g 
work , is the ordinary means for the begerting of Fqy 
and Ovedience ? And after all this , (hall it by 
controverlie, whether many of thoſe who ate ti 
firted, and acknowledged co bee ſo, ſhall bee hy 
off fro:nthis , ſo needful, ſo important a work , 4 
than to bee diſpentt with , as co ſome ſuch Su'-ſcriprica 
and praftices, which they chat refuſe, dare not congiiſh 
wh, for fear of finning ; and which they chat impek, 
know they may lawſully diſpenſe with , being mane 
of that nature, that the molt z:alous Aſlercors of then, 
will not atfi'm they are of abſolute neceſiity , nor the 
they will countervail che loſs of Souls , Which) it's 
ro0 evident, the rigid impofition of them does a 
will occaſion, Will nothing that haih yer befalny 
help to cle r cur Judgements and ſettle our afle&iax 
ſofar astQ end this controverſie > Are not our ſuffer 
yer great enough 10 meeken and bow our ſpirits, wi 
drive us to2ether ? Shall they not now at loft , workit 
ſame happy effeR upon us, inreterence to theſe df 
rences, that Perſecution and Impriſonment Cid up 
thoſe famous Martyrs, X:d/ey and Hoper, in a bulinekd 
the like nature. The gocd inan, who was before (ok 
in prefſings Conformity , ſoon pur off his harihneh 
as appear'd by his lov:ng Letter, when he ſaw his Brat 
a Priſoner for the {ame common «ruth wich himſel 
They who may quarrel in che Palace, are made friend 
in2 Priſon , and embrace each other at a Stake, A 
they who cannot agree, ſo much as abour wearing tt 
ſame clothes, ate ſoon reconci}'d when they weattk 
ſame chain. And ſhould we be reduc*c to rhe like al 
wich them, I am very apt to believe we ſhould chen! 
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f the ſame relenting temper. They who have been 
uiley of ſo much rigour, would then, I hope, be aſham'd 
indgriev'd tro remember how they had formerly made 
boſe to ſuffer , who are now become their Brethren in 
iffering- May we not ſay , Oh wholſome Perſecution , 
hoſe ferters eft prove Lond if peace , Whoſe preſſures al- 
ay that pride, and heal thoſe breaches , that would nox 

any other means be healed > Bur what ſhall neither 
Reaſon, Intereſt.nor Conſcience perſwade that , which # 
ore ſmarting Rod would whip us to > Will nething 
ut ravenous Wolves drive Chritts Flock rogether ? Will 
other Fire but that of Marcyrdome , devour our un» 
acural heats > Oh why ſhould we provoke Gcd to uſe 
acſher means for the accompliſhment of that , which 

eſees his more favourable diſpenſations will nct pro- 
uce? 

That it is nothing Ginful or unreaſonable that 1s re- 
veſted, ] appeal co the Petition for Peace, to which I be- 
xerefer'd, as containing the ſum of their defires, whoſe 
auſe I plead, Will ic be a (in to grant that Indulgence, 
bichſor ſome time his Majeſty by his Declaration did ; 
nd which hee was pleaſed alſo ro give aſſurance, hee 

ould conſent to have it by AR of Parliament confirm'd, 
ben any Bill co that purpoſe ſhould be propes'd 3 and 
bich moreover, ic was publickly reported, he was gra- 
ouſly inclin'd fince to have given, had not they, whom 
lealt beſeem'd tobe enemies of cenderneſs and chatity, 
evented ir, Ina word, can any thing bee more rea- 

Wnable , chan thar chey who profeſs themſelves Officers 
a the Church of Chriſt, to govern it according to his 
ders, andto carry on his Ends, ſhould ſo far provide 
«Wc bis honour,and the neceſſicies of Souls,as ro give way 
Þ ſuch to Prexch his Goſpel, who are competently qualt- 
ed for,an4 earneftly defirous of that Employment ; and 
nt upon ſuch conditions as Chriſt hath in his Laws ap- 

pointed , 
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pointed, and the Apoſtles in cheir times requ 
thoſe whom they admirred to this Fun&ion? Le 
that are Lovers of truth and peace,derermine whether 
be not a modeſt and juſt propoſal ; and whectherit 
not be ſomething elſe thanConſcience and aZeal for kW7o 
ligion, that can cauſe any to reje it ; this God nillMhe! 
his time derermine. Imention Church-Officers, ſeo, 
cauſe, by their mediation , this Liberry is moſt likehMer 
be obcained, as by cheir incerpoſure, principally itlefſfing 
been taken away and hindred : which conſideration, Wſche 
fide the nature of their Office and Truſt , methfot 
ſhould engage them ro do what chey may cowards itiniiſ{av, 
COVery. c 
And was there now bur this much granted , thaw 

dare nor ſay it would bring us all char oucward profpniſnac 
which is delired, yet I am confident, it would very maiffbres 
Change this ſad face of things thar nowappears among 
and would revive a languiſhing ſpiritleſs Nation,andr 
much expel thoſe ominous tears, and miſ-givity 
minde, wherewith we are ſo generally ſeiz'd; For! 
wel aſlur'd ic would rejoyce the hearrs of chouſands dr 
Majeſties moſt fairhful Subje&s, who though rhey ſhulWAur' 
be fed with the bread of adverſity , and the water of fviluWbor! 
yer would more chearfully bear ir, were their Teachni 
remov'd out of the corners , whereinro they have been&Wdiric 
venyſo that they might freely ſee and hear them. Anil F 
may reaſonably ſuppoſe, that an aRion which rendMiben 
mnch to the honour and ſervice of Religion, even to 
curing of our diviſions, the eafing of the burdened, nic} 
not only co the pleafing of ſober and good people,butWcou 
the profiting of the bad, will be very acceprable ro Wing 
and the moſt likely way to procure that favour , whi 
Will ſecure a Perſon oc Kingdome from being miſervWrain 
whatever befall them. hay 

And whac igit, can we imagine, that ſhould previ pro 
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at Grant, Which is in ſelf ſo highly reaſonable, and av 
ended wich ſo many defirable conſequences? 1 know 
nor wha can bee objeAed , but that common pretence , 
ut this is the way tocaſt us all into confaſions and diſorder; : 
ombich I have before ſufficiently anſwered, Why, 1 
heſeech you, ſhould a&s of Clemency breed Confufi- 
eo, where thoſe of rigour have been receiv'd with pati- 
xce? Why ſhould they be chough ſo fooliſh and diſ- 
ingenuous , 45 to become diſorderly by the favour of 
jeir ſuperiours, who have had ſo much Conſcience, as 
obe peaceable in the want of ic ? Eſpecially fince this 
wwour is of rhar nature , that it makes them little more 
capable of doing miſchief, if they were inclined roit , 


our might do much to prevent or take away ſuch incli- 
nacions , if there was any danger. And how can that 
breed Confuſion , which will do ſo much to the ſarisfy= 


ing of mindes , the uniting of hearts, and ſoto the 


Whreogthening of our hands Bur to ſecure all, what can 


be deſired more than is before intimated ? viz, Thar 
ey who ſhare in rhis Liberty , binde themſelves by che 
molt plain and ſacred Oarhs, not to endeavour the di- 


Wfurbance of eicher Church or State » bur the peace of 


fit Fboch. And if any bee indeed found 


ouilty of ating to 
he contrary » ler them bear the puniſhments due to Se- 


Weicion and Perjury. 


Fain now would I hope that there are none ſo fully 


10Wbent on their own Wills , that they are abſolucely re- 


ſolv'd , no offered Reaſons nor Entrearies ſhall prevail 
with them, to deparr an inch from their undertaken 
courſe, Ler us leave that as a property of the moſt 


Jfinoular Church , amongſt the many ether Prerogatives 


Which makes her Rand by her ſelf, ro juſtifie and main- 
tain all her Errours, leaſt ſhe ſhould be thought once to 
baveerr'd ; Proclaiming her ObRinacy, inftead of diſ- 
Proving her Fallibilicy. Bur they who make m__—_- 

chat 


(2 
chat ridiculons and proud clean may well enoughy 
choſe intanglements, which are the pernicious but 
ceſlary conſequences thereef. As che frailty of 
expoſes him to miſtakes , ſo 'ris the honour of a Chi 
an to acknowledge and retract them, Nor will 
hope , conceir rhemſelves pen'c up in ſuch unhy 
circumſtances, that they have occafion ro complain, 
eAdrian the (ixth did , That being Pope , he could doll 
00d though he really deired it , Lecanſe he could atremp 
conſiderable Piece of Reformation , but he found it would | 
ther diſoblige the Grandees of his own Court , empair buk 
venue, or ſume way or other weaken the Papal intereſt. | 
chat I am pleading for , is bur a Liberty for able, go 
peaceable men , to Preach the plain and pure Goſpe 
Chrift, which it 1s his command ſhould be made kne 
to every Creature : And wherein this can prejudicey 
perſon or patcy, that maintain not defigns contrary 
or advanc't above this Goſpel, I am utterly ro ſeek, i 
there be any whoſe endeavours ſhall bee found moreix 
che upholding and propagating of a Faction , than 
Godlineſs ; I am far from wiſhing them any ſuch faw 
a5 might capacirate them the more ſucceſsfully roſe 
chemſelves. Bur yer ſince unhappily there are ſon: 
petty differences,and notes of diltintion amongh ut 
every man have ſo much Juſtice , as nor to be preſent 
condemn'd as Factious, becauſe he is angerly call'd | 
by another , from whom in ſome ſmall things heen 
diſſent: For if ſuch cenſures may bee on all hands# 
mitred as current proofs , I fear wee ſhall finde feni 
nocent through the whole Land. Of contrary opitic 
ics impoſſible to hold both, and in macters of pri 
waich are under debate , wee mult eicher do then 
leave them undone. And thus we cannor avoid rhet 
pearance of being on one fide, which, be ic what it 
che 6ontrary part (che molt rigid of them at leaſt)mil 
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toftile it a Set, and thole Sefaries which adhere to 


\ hecauſe nor thorowly fiding with them: And how 
he molt Carholick-ſpirired Chriftian can well pleaſe 


Woth, is not eaſie to conceive , diſpleaſe them hee may 


xr eafier, Tr is not my bulineſs now te enquire into the 
ature of thoſe things wherein we differ, ſo to attempt 
dicifion , who is in che righr,and who is in the Wrong ; 
nd thence to infer the equirableneſs of Liberty to any 
ot of men, upon ſuppotition of their being in the right: 
ur it is enough for my deſign to ſuppoſe ( what me- 
hinks ſhould not , by any that are ſober and charira- 
le, be den'ed me, ro wit.) 

(1) That at preſent the conditions of acceſs to 


Whe Miniſtry , are of char nature , that'it's poſhble fog 
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ood Men Conſcientiouſly to diſlent from them ; 
nd 

(2) That there may lawfully bee ſuch abatemenry 
nade a8 theſe Diflencers will comply with. 

(3) That notwithſtanding the differences that may 
ſrer this remain in opinion , wee may live together in 
ve, and joyntly promote the Great ends of the Goſpel : 
rom which premiſes, Ipreſume it is a very fair and 
tural inference , Thar ſuch who will fincerely apply 
hemſelves to the advancing of theſe Ends, and 
ill evgage not to break the Peace about any 1in- 
eriour points wherein they differ, ought nor to bee 
0' upon as Fattious and Schiſmarical z nor asſuch 
0 bee hindred from imploying themſelves to the beſt 
dvantage, for the honour 6f their Lord, and the 
denefic of his People. Let him then onely bee 

ounted Schiſmatically inclin'd, who, for the pro» 
eating of his own by-opintons, and the ad- 
ancement of his Party, will negle& and contradict 
he werghtier duties of Religion ; not looking ſo much 

0 the ſaving of ſouls, as getting himſelf Proſelices ; 

un- 


20 
undervaluing, cenſuring, and abuſing all that are nx 
his own way $ for ſuch as theſe, be they who 
and ler them prerend what they will : I open nor 
mouth in their vindication , bur will rather heartily j 
wich our Letany, in praying that from all ſuch Schiſm: 1 
Opinion, affe&ion or praiſe, the Lord would deliver u 
and from thoſe who are incurably tainted therewith, t 
Good Lord deliver both this and all other Churdy 
through che Chriſtian World. 

If ic ſhould be demanded by what farther note we { 
know the FaRious from thoſe that are nor ſo , finceh 


words and fair pretences are a very fallible and inluſii 


ent Cricerion ? To fuch I anſwer, Thar Juflice 

Common Reaſon will cell us, char che profeſſions, pr 
miſes and oaths of men , muſt be taken for the Cut 
diſcovery of their hearcs and intentions , till they (| 
have utterly fotfeiced their credic ; and when it (hall! 
evident, not by general charges of whole parties, | 


by parciculer proof, that any have done ſo, let then 


ver more be truſted, till cheir Penicence and Reforny 
on may have redeem'd thar forfeiture ; yet ler not 
Innocent ſuffer for their ſakes, nor let them be chough 
aorec with chem in all cheir miſcarriages, who may age 
with chem in a particular Opinion , which is the o 
uncharicable cenſure that can be , except it my 
prov'd that thoſe miſcarriages are inſeparable from 


Opinion. If any man ſhould attempr co murder ff 


Pope, upon prerence that he is not Head of the Chut 
the Guilt of his Fa& is nor chargeable upon all tht 
of th2 ſame Opinion , fince this attempr was not the 
ceſſary conſequence of that Opinion , bu of the me 
neſs of his diſcourſe, or ſome carnal Motive : Whyt 
ſhould the peaceable bear rhe blame of other mend 
orders, which they conld not help, nor did concribure 

Bur if there ſhould be any, who whilR chey zeale 


or \ 
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oh again all parties , (ball yer be found ſo ſollici- 


for cheir own, that they will admic of nothing as a 
fof peaceableneſs and Piery , bur the profeſhon of 
\moliance wich them, even in thoſe things which are 
oronnds of difference : I fear this their courſe will 
ſofar from beipg ſerviceable to the recovery of the 
wrches Peace , rat it will- prove one of the greateſt 
fruRions of it that could be thought of. And if ſuch 
all be jealous of all char refuſe che conditions they of- 
rthem , as if chey went about to ſer up forthemſelves, 
| will accept of no proreſtations to the contrary, but 
Will endeavour as far as they well can, to keep them our 
a capaciry of doing God ſervice, leaſt they ſhould 
xdermine ſome intereſt of theirs , they do roo plainly 
Il che world , chat they have got ſemething which they 
alue ac an higher race than che propagating of the Gee, 
xl, and ſaving mens ſouls ; ſince by their good will 
thing (hall be done in this work, bur by choſe who will 
pry on thoſe other ends of theirs. This is ſuch a De- 
jonſtration, as meer prerences to the contrary are too 
ak to confute : Bur happy will it prove for us all, if 
ce we become ſowiſe as to believe, that there 1s no 
earer nor-rruer ſelf-intereft, than to be faithful ro che 
uſe of our Common Lord, and diligent in his ſer- 
e, according ro our ſeveral capacities : So that all 
ey who own themſelves in Commiſſion under him, 
ay defire and imploy their power to no orher end than 
aIÞ procure obedience ro bis Laws,. for which purpoſe a- 
dne his Servants are Authorized, as the King Depures 
fficersto ſee his Laws executed. This js their Office 
nd their Honor, to be the happy Inſtruments of bringing 
any fouls ro know and accept of Jzſus Chriſt as their 
ord and Saviour ; as itis the buſineſs and the honor of 
d Embaſſador to accompliſh thoſe deſigns of his Prince 
dt Waich he received his Commiſſion and inft;uQions, 
whereas 
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whereas to negle& theſe for ſome private ends of 
own , Would ſpeak him rather a Fator for himſelf, 
a Miniſter of his Prince. And when Chriſts Min 
do heartily believe this, they will never have a j 

of knowledge and godlineſs ( by whomſoever they 
furthered and ſpread) as if they could receive pry 
dice thereby , fince then ic will be their only deſire 
greateſt delight char theſe may thrive , and they 
will joyn their induſtry with them in this bleſſed w 
cannot bur be dear ro them, norwichſtanding any 
differences berwixt chem, Holy Pas! rejoyc'd in 
Chriſt was preachr , even when it was done by ſome 
of no good principle ; and why was this, bur becauſe 
chat he propos'd to himſelf was thac Chriſt migh 
preacht. Ir was not his Reputation in the World, 
any advancement that he ſoughr for , bur that the Kip 
dome of nis Maſter mighe be enlarged, and fo thigm 
forward no:hing could diſpleaſe or hurt him, Oh hon 
cher: may we imagine that he was from forbidding 
chat nam'd themſelves Followers of (ephas or Apully 
oppolition to him, to preach this Goſpel. Happytk 
ſhall we be, If this true Chriſtian ſpiric of meckn 
ſelf-denial, and untainted zeal for Gods honour; on 
and prevail amongſt us: Bur if Religion he made anindy 
ment of State, or a means for the atraining of ſomec 
nal ends, and the Church be governed by ſuch Quirk 
Policy as Stateſmenuſe in Civil Adminiſtrations, t 
inJeed 11s likely chat what, according to the plain} 
of rhe Goſpel, would be very ſerviceable , ſhall ye 
rejeted, becauſe it agrees not with Poliricks, 
ſomerim2s even ignorance and ungadlin?\s ſhall 
be ſuffered ro grow andencreaſe, than thoſe means 
mirted for cheir extirpation which have nor a cendel 
to ſuch private ends, or ſuic not with the Methods 
men too profoundly wiſe have propos'd co chemle 
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ls ſerve all among us'from being guilty f 
elf, of muth ſelhhneſs, ſo liccle rtue policy; And to draw to 
Miniko end; Pmirt profeſs I Zannoc ſte how they carl abſolve 
_ ves bf * is outle ; who being emcuſted with the 
they ponateaeiſe df Church affairs, ſhall nor improve their 


'e prififewet- co redreſs this grievance whereof I have been 
(ire ffſoaplaining , arid ro obrain char Juſt hberry for the Mi- 
hey wiſhſters of Chriſt, for which I have been' pericioning z 
:d mififÞhich its probable mighc be arrain'd with <afe, were chey 


ny eur barely willing thar ic ſhould be-grantede - + | 

1 in off But if chey prove deaf to all the moft humble and 
ſomeaMnporrunace encreaties, and continue the" reſtraine of 
«cauſe Whoſe who are confcious ro themſelves of no other de- 
might ſans (in che main) bur ſuch as Chriſt and his Apoſtles had 
1d , iſhen chey were upon earth, even ro inftru&t and con- 
he Kiffſerr careleſs finpers, and baild up believers; Rill pro- 
this nefffuring ſufferings ro ſuch, who by their good will would 
| honiW@(pleaſe no man , if ir b<'poſlidle ro pleaſe God and 
ding em roo , (and ſome ſuch there are) Þ (hall then look 
4poll, Won theſe ſtrange proceedings as boding yer more and 


1ppy thifffearer miſchief ro chis torn and bleeding Nation : 
eek} {Pill God have mercy upon that people who will ſhew 
ir; fo more mercy ro' one another ? From the day of our 


1n in{ſeace-making and hearty Reconciliarion , if ever ſuch 
oneaſWiefired day ſhall come , I ſhall reckon the beginning 
WUickWM-Englands Reftauration ro her happineſs and glory ; 
ns , calfffſue before ther) 1 (hall have litcle hopes of either. I am 


ain eſo vain 28 ro make pretence to any Prophetick Spi- 
1 yer Wit; bur when | confider the reaſon of the ching, the Na- 
Of of God manifeſted in his Word, und che courſe 


11 caolff bis Providence , 1 can hardly think that Nation will 
e200 very proſperous, which ſhall do ſo much ro diſ-1ngage 
cendePenſelves from his favour , by diſcouraging ſo many 
ds niſWhom be hath firced for, and ſent our inco his ſervice ; 
emſcliiving ſuch a ſtop tothe courſe -3 his Goſpel , where?y 

ene 
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the Inhabitants ſhould be brought to that obediey 
his Commands, which hath che bleſſings of this 
and that ro come , entail'd Apon ic. Marcow, 
evidenc ro. any conſiderative beholder, that Pope 
phaneneſs, and Infidelity, are combin'd againkl vs 
chiefs near akin, and being uniced under one Cc 
Head, go about ſeeking whom they may devoure: 
inſtead of joyning Rrengeh againſt chem , we conn 
thoſe diviGons which weaken ic , reaſon and exper 
will tell us,” we {hall hereby lie much more op 
theirfury. Ando lircle purpoſe. will ir be for ma 
declaim earneſtly againi theſe grawing evils, 
they nouriſh-che cercain cauſes- of chem ; and 9 
rend chemſelves defirous ro have contencions ceale, 
wickedneſs reform'd from amongſt us., whilſt the 
duſftriouſly.keep off rhe moſt eftectual means for 
Coneord and Reformation. Andif they periiftin 
reſolutions, how little reaſon have we to expeft 
out falting/and; praying ſhould prevail for mercy, 
in order thereto » God thalb be {o far entreated by 
as to abate chat obſtinacy, and remove that Veil of 
tiality and ſelf-love which prevenc ic , where-evet 
are to be found upon us. He himſelf aſſures us , 1{« 
that ic is not che formality of. Sackcloth and Aſhes, 
hanging down the head like a Bull-ruſh, that will 
cepted of - thoſe who continue to find their pleaſures, 
ext their labs; or ( as the Margent hath it )4 
rhings wherewich chey grieve others. Bur the Fof 
he hath choſen ts, to looſe the, Bands of wickedneſs, to ul 
heavy burdens, to let the oppreſſed gotree, and to bv 
ry yoke, vers 6, Tothe ſame purpoſe he (peaks, Ze 
when chey enquired concerning rheir Fafts, whett 
ſhould till keeprhem or not ; his anſwer was, 7b 
had nw faſted to him what while ; but rather they ſhawl 
Learkned to the former Prophets , which cryed to the 
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ale 43 inbabited, and in proſjevity'; and ſhould bans 
df true Fadgement , and ſhenn merty 4nd coraſſion 
ry men 10 bis Brother , and not have been guilty of bypreſ= 
, hoy of imagining evil in their heartt apainſt their bye 
; And when, upon Fonah's renthing the Ninevires 
ſuch a very firi& and ſolemn Faſt , which" being 
ed with Reformation , was doubtleſs acceptable to 
d; yet irrobſerveable how he ſeems net to rake t10- 
e of this in compariſon of their curning from fin , 
}. 10, eAnd God ſan their works that they twyned 
revil way, and God repented of the evil that be bkd' ſaid 
he nould do wnto them, and he did it not, 
And when at lengeh we (hall be perſwaded to cele- 
e ſuch a Faſt as is before deſcribed, we may the 
wer hope for choſe bleſſed fruics of the ſame, which are 
wiſed ia the $, 9, 10, 17, and 12. verſes of thar $ÞV.; 
Iſaiabr;/ the laſt whereof is ſo exceeding ſeaſonable, 
inthe liceral and ſpiritual ſenſe , roour preſent ſad 
dition ; viz. That they ſhould build the old waſte places, 
{ raiſe up the foundations of many generations , and ſhold 
call'd rhe Repairer of the Breach, the Reſtorer of paths to 
| in. And I pray God grant that the pious and ſuc- 
ful endeavours of thoſe who are in a capicity a+ 
neſt us , may procure them cheſe truly Honourable 
les. * 
all char I have ſaid, ] know 'cis eafie for thoſe who 
nceive themſelves accuſed, to wipe off all by afſerr- 
o. That "cis not any ſeverity of cheirswhich gives juſt 
ound of complaine , but racher the complainers may 
ank cheir own Rtubbornneſs and ſelf-will for whatever 
they feel ; and chac chey chemſelves are guiley of 
ever miſchieſs have com'n by their Deprivarion, who 
td raher forſake cheir imploymencs chan their hu- 
Bur rochis, I conceive , 1 have ſaid enough for 


he farisfeRion of choſe who 0 Yar to cake any. " 
| 2 
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If Thad ſaid no more than this (which is all If 
it might ſeem ſufficient, ro wit y thac I have bes 
ing only for their libercy who are willing to ta 
moſt ſolemn oath, lawfully cendred them, thy 
a fear of diſpleaſing God, and damning their ſouls, wi 
hinders theur continuance in, or entrance upon the 
firy, on the conditions now required ; and mor 
will as firialy binde themſelves, if more favour 
terms may be allowed them , not to abuſe chis favoy 
the fomenting eicher of Sedition or Schiſme ; bur 
faithfully devore themſelves to that work which is 
fides acknowledged tobe their dury , and will ud 
preſerve and promote the peace and proſperity ba 
Church and States I leave ir then to the judgemen 
any charitable man, whether ſuch as rheſe are-to beg 
demn'd of obftinacy ;| and where the guilc 35 Jike oli 
if upon this prerence, their requeſted freedome of ff 
ving God in his Church ſhall Rill- be denied them, | 
moreover,l could with (as I bave (41d formesly) that 
who oppoſe their Brethren in chis requelt ,, weuld pr 
to their own conſciences, whether they durſt make 
ſame ſolemn profeſſions , that they rhus deal witht 
for fear of diſpleating God , and wounding theit Cod 
ences? | 

I may perhaps be thought puilty of very great 
neſs and petulancy for ſpeaking at this rate ; and (* 
you believe ir?) even of FaRion and -Sedition , fot 
9uing too plainly for peace and equity : but for tha.” 
am araPals; for be it known to thee, Reader , I coi” 
derwho is preſenc with me whilſt I am wricing, and Wi! 
fore whom I muſt ſhortly give account of theſe 
all otker my words; according to which Chriſt cells 
we mult eicher be juktified or condemned ; andevend 
conſideration prompts me to write what I do z ſot 
»s not the fear, of diſpleaſing men which can detet 
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at; fince alſo 1 eras fore-think of chat 
wherein chis very controverſie ſhall be equally and 
Iy decided, at che Bar of an Omaniſcient Holy God. 
jerefofe rathis God , I abſolutely 'refer” my endea- 
rs, and che cauſe on whoſe behalf they are, as know- 
if it bee jult and pious, ir Is his concern infinitely 
e than mans ; and he will in his own time ( which 
oughe quiecly co wait ) ſo far own and advance ir as 
ſees bett. Upon which ſuppoſition , 1 dare boldly 
clude , in the name of all choſe worthies , who are 
nſcienciouſly engag'd in it, with that of the Propher , 
Lard # our fudge , the Lord ts our Law-giver the Lord « 
King, he will ſave us, 
And now merhinks, the ſad countenances of impover= 
i Citizens, eſpecially of ſincere Chriſtians , whom 
loſſes can make poor , nor ſhould make ſad ; call for 
nething co be offered by way of conſolation. Bacl 
(for a while interrupted in this deſign by a far ſadder 
ht, even che merry looks of careleſs unreformed fin- 
xs, who ſeem (o lictle affe&ed with preſent miſeties , 
apprehenſive of any farther danger ,, as if they had no 
ation co God , nor the reſt of the world ; as if they 
re neither concern'd with his Providences , nor with 
her mens Calamities : Men ſo impatient of an inter- 
hon in the enjoyment, or purſuir of their bruitiſh ſen- 
lities, chat they can reckon no time ſeaſonable for 
louſneſs and ſobriery ; bur abſolutely conclude a- 
Win chem , lerthe premiſes bee whar they will. If 
ydream of a long and proſperous life , they bid their 
i tabe their eaſe, ear, drink ,and be merry, baving rocds 
d up for m1ny jerrs 5 or if they fear their daies may be 
drened , and their mirch ſpoil'd, yet they reſolve ro 
eirwhil't they may , and cry, Let #s eat and drink , 
towrrow we ſhall dye : Thoſe are ſuch that accounc 
litarineſs and Conſideration, the greateſt miſeriesthat 


ddefall chem , and whil'ft chey are not reduc's to 
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neceflicy.of theſe; eſcape well enough , wha 
aarr3og nord. ares nothing they ſeemcole 
more than being rought iato their wits , and therk 
they irive with all cheic might, againſt che means ofth 
recovery out of this voluntary madneſs. Theyhye 
far unmann'd themſelves , that they are even aſt 
to ſhewthar they. are .avners of humane nature, 
ber refle&zjons upon their own aRions and Gods dige 
ſations: As if they were ſo far engag'd in their defigns 
courſes, that in point of honour they could not now 
on any rearms retreat, bur muſt confidencly proceed 
a& che Bruics on this Stage though they rurn Devi 
Itinthe next. Theſe indeed are a ſorr of men 
fit to be CharaRer'd co move others to compaſſion 
far asthey deſerve ir) rhan to be ſpoketoin order tot 
Reformation. Who can cure his deafneſs , that! 
his ears? Or make him hear that is ſo wilfully & 
How can he underſtand, that hath made himſelf 
with a tupifying Portion, which hath very much dan 
him of reaſon and foreſight , and makes him golayp 
down to deſtru&ion,in deſpireof the faireſt warning 
loudeſt calls co prevent it ? To attempt by irftrud 
to reduce ſuch as theſe, ſcems an underraking | 
leſs improbable , than by a formal diſcourſe io pe 
3 Bedlam intohis right minde, Bug yet ſome differ 
\ ©here 18 amongh theſe prophaner ones : thy are not al 

ſotred into the ſame degree of Rupidicy , nor all eq 
relolv'd againft any amendment, nor equally prejut 
againſt che means which cendgzo ir, Wherefore 
I have lictle expeation of ſuch kinde of Readers, 
leſs of doing them good, yer if this Paper (houldch 
Into any of their hands, if chey have che pariend 
read anything beſide Drolfery , ler me crave thet 
tion of their mindes , whilk I ſobecly adviſe wich ts 
a few words, Os | 
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-Pelfinesthen, I beſeech you, Sirs , ſuch-of you char 
{6 much Reaſon-and Conſcience left you, asto 
zowledge 4 Being above your ſelves, who made you 
all che workd, and governs all-with infinice wiſdome 
Juſticey Tell me, 1 ſay , whether cheſe providences 
have larely befaln our Nation , be not of an exera- 
nary nature , - and therefore in all reaſon ſent upon 
ercac deſign? If one Embaſladour after another 
pdiſpaccht from a Prince , to any of his Neighbours , 
wha more than uſual ſolembity » do wee nor preſently 
s char chere are ſome great affairs in agitation ? 
disic for nothing , or upon any trivial errand , char 
ie Soveraign Majeſty of the World , Commiſſions his 
taftoniſhing and magnificent Judgements ro march 
at the heels of another, roany particular people ? 
2noc cheir Inſtructions, think we, as important as 
ir Appearance is terrible ? And if ic bee ſo, does ic 
then concern the Inhabicants of the Land , ro whom 
is Meſſage is direQed , diligently to atrend to, and 
hfully and ſpeedily ro obey che ſame? How high 
affronc will it be , when Embaſſadours are diſpatcher 
Mm heaven, for us not ro vouchſafe them Audience ? 
it merhinks, ſcarce any can be ſo wilfully deaf , as nor 
underſtand chis much , which they ucter in a voice full 
power and Majeſty , That the great God # very ſorely 
eaſed with the waies of this people, bring ſuch, that bee'l 
anger bear with them as formerly. And ſhall not the 
ring of this awaken us all, co a firi& and ſerious en- 
ry into our particular waies, whether they be not ſuch 
draw our Gods diſpleaſure againſt us ? If we had for» 
the noiſe of Trumpers and Drums, which a few 
tshnce read us this Leſſon; or if wee are deaf rorhe 
ill Cannon which inculcates the ſame; or heeded nor 
te [weeping Plague, which did not Real more filenrly up- 
thouſands, chan ic /oxdly warn'd all chat ſurviv'd; 
C 4 7 yer 
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yerler us attend to the voice of .theſe roaring 
which once more call out tous , wich ſuch a her 
a8 one would chink, ſhould neicher be diſ-regarded, 
in hafte f6rgorren. Shall God ſpeak chus once, and agy 
and ſhall noc-wee hearken ? Doth he manifeſt higm 
and ſhall not we be ſeiz'd with an Holy fear? Ar 
troubles ſo great, and (hall we nor diligently ſearch 
isthe Achan, what is the accurſed thing that occ; 
all > Dothe torms riſe., and the Seas (well, threw 
us with a ſhipwrack , and (hall wee nor examine ( 
by caſting lors , but turning our eyes inward ) mh 
we are not the Jonah's that cauſe ic? What, dothith 
a ſmall matcer whether God be pleaſed with us or 
Is there any in the whole World whoſe favour we 
need,and whom we are more bound to regard?ls it o 
from whom wee receiv'd our lives and all our mercg 
and on whoſe good pleaſure we depend for all? ti 
into his hands that we muſt ſhortly fall, whenwels 
the world , by him co bee diſpos'd of to our eve 
flare? Yea, even now, are not We and all our affur 
ſolurely in his hands, and at his ordering , to domig 
as ſeems good in his fight ? And can any bee ſoſay 
then, as to imagine that ic's not worth while to exam 
how matcers and berwixe God and their Souls? | 
wherher their behaviour hath been ſuch as is atcept 
ro him, that accordingly they may proceed with he 
neſs, orrecreat whil'tt there is Liberry , and catef 
reform themſelves, This is the ſum of all, chat I me 
adviſe careleſs hnners to, even faichfully to co 
their wales, every man by himſelf, whar he hath 
towards the kindling of Gods anger, and what he g 
to appeaſe ir; to think what it is in him particuld 
God aims ar, and ſpeedily co ſer againſt ir. | 

And beſides , the wrath revealed againſt us in t 
diſpepſations » Which may drive us to this work, 
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nor appear ſo much mercy in them, as may quicken; 
Me _ usto kc ?_ All char hath: hicherro. befain: 
hach bue che nature of # rarning co us ghar are lefe ;;' 
| how great ſoever the rerrour of theſe warnings bath 
'd , yer that was bur neceſſary the deeplier to affe& 
trocky bearcs, Andit can hardly be:copceived whac 
could be caken,more likely to reclaim a peoplezto 
1all che allucing invications , and ſevere threat- 
of the Word , are grown in a manner contempti= 
v.45] have formerly obſerv'd ; Theſe are like che 
remedies whichPhyficians uſe co dying perſons, which 
ove either co preſerve life , or haſten death, So 
ac God doth nor only acquaint us by theſe his dealings 
hee is diſpleaſed wich us, bur in che next place , 
bets exceeding deſirous to refurm us , and will upon our 
Warn co him, have mercy upon us , and parden us, What 
aſon elſe can bee aſſign'd why he ſhould not immedi» 
yhave deſtroyed us, wichour affarding any ſpace 
Repentance or capacity of mercy ? Might not God. 
eaſily, had ic pleaſed him, have ſent ſuch flames up- 
us, as ſhould nor ſo much have tended to enlighten, 
ateerly to conſume vs ? Thar ſhould have devoured 
je Inhabicancs as well as the Houſes > If the Husband- 
an lopand prune his Tree, dig about and dung it , one 
arafrer another, waiting on, and trying 1t; 1s not chis 
lign thar he much defires ſome ſuch fruit, as may pre» 
ive it from being cut down 45 4 cumberer of the ground ? 
what ſhall we go on to fruſtrate theſe mercitul de- 
2ns of the God of Love , who tries all waies withusco 
aken and reduce us ? Hath hee not as it were hedg'd 
our way, and beſet us round with ſuch Rartling Pro- 


culdWidences, chat one would thing nothing bur a wilful re « 


lution co damn our ſelves, in deſpice of all oppoligon, 
ould carry us over them to farther wickedneſs and de». 
kuQon > Hath he nor plac't before us thouſands c _— 

alles 
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lafſes pil't up:0nbeaps ? And ſer his Angels wie 
ming Sword roftop ui our: courſe? And is figh 
lovely thing in 6ureyes, tharwe will venturgr 
Smerd, bregchrough cheſe flames, trample oy 
andibones'ro obtain ic? Yea, ſhall we ill remain 
bewirche dyiqowhen God hath purpoſely repr 

rv u3in-fuch gnafily ſhapes, as mighreerve moſt e 
allyro-undeceive us , and deliver us from its pernig 
chanms/?': Fhere is-nothing in the whole Worldi 
gicher bafe or hurtful enough codiſcover all the k 
ſomeneſs and miſchicf of fin, yer when ic hath { 
bus'd and beſotrediche inner , that hee can ſee wv 
icic nowichitanding all che bad names char aregivai 
the moſt likely way ro make ic eruly known to hinj i 
coſhewſome ſuch effe&s of ic, asthe faculties ya 
him acknowtedege molt dreadful, and the cauſe oft 
rherefore by all means co bee avoided. Thus if 
filly childe cannor be kept from poiſon , by hearing 
che-miſchief of ir, becauſe ic looks and caſtes (o like 
gar: Ler him be ſoundly whipt for rouching it, and 
wittdo mo} ro make him hare it, If he will nee& 
playing with a gliccerſng Knife, ler him once feel 
draw blqod upon him, and chat will ſooneſt prevailn 
kinggco throw ic away. And ſhall norwee, who 
been worſe chan childiſh in our greedy purſutrs of (x 
maly pleaſing fins , (hall wee not runfrom chem as 
when we ſee whar we have overtaken ? He char hulk 
rakes up an hot Iron, becauſe he ſaw nor the redneſs, 
foonrid highands of ir, when he feels ir tick co his 
gers and burn his fleſh, 

Though drunkenneſs, glurrony, whoredomes , gail 
cozenage, oppreſſion and pride, once ſeemed = 
ble and alluring ro degenerate unreaſonable {int 
whileſt rhey ſtrongly imagined they felc the ſiveet 
en4 profic of them; yer ſhall chey ſeem ſo full, 
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eqhave ſcen what ſad workthey have lately made a+ 
| us 2 how OY laid chouſandgin cheir graves, 

ad made our flourithing City cofall on beaps, as if ig 
become a kind of common Tomb xo its dead In- 
dirants; toſerve as & Monument, co Paltericy, who 
xould find written upon ic, Here lie the fraits of fone 
ball we dote upon a painted poyſoned Harlar, and chac 
ter che Varniſh is fallen off , and the poyſon revealed? 
hall we (till Rroke and play with che Serpent, afcer we; 
heard his hiffings, -and felr ſome effe&s of his en- 
nomed fling ? God forbid char we ſhould be ſo wilful 
id fooliſh, co imbrace the dart chat bach murdered our, 


waiiends, co court the flames that have burnt our houſes, 


| will do worſe than all chis? 

Aschen our calamiciesrell us to the quick, that Ged 
ach obſerved and alcogerher diſlik'c our wayes, ſo we 
e there is Mercy manifeſted in theſe Judgemencs,whil 
hey rend co rouze us out of our ſecuriry, to convince us 
if the miſchievous nacore of fin before we feel the wort 
'f it, and afford us ground of hope, that upon our con- 
(tion end reformacion there 15 yet mercy to be obtain- 
ed forus, If then we have any regard to our Makers 
pleaſure, or our own intereſt 3 if we have any Ingenuity 
ar love co our ſelves, ler us hearken to theſe earneR calls 
ff a compaſſionate God, and ſpeedily accept of mozi- 
dns for peace upon reaſonable terms, leaſt our continu» 
d Rubbornneſs ſhould provoke him co reſolve concerns 
ing us; that ſince we accepred not , nor' improv'd' the 
ſpace he allotted us to repent in , henceforward all 
hons and profeſſions of Repenrance ſhall come roo laze 
toprevent our raine : And that ſeems to be another Lef- 
ſan which cheſe Judgemencs reach us,; Thet if ne: 5am 
tewn them, and diſregard God ſpething to niby them , therev 
great baz.ard that this our incorrigibleneſs, and ſtrange fi 
tidkey, will procure onr final everthrong- If we reject whe: 
| SCeprer 
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Seeprer of Grace which hath been'held forch tous, 
can Wwe expeR'bue tharic ſhoald be wichdramn, | 
frightful Sword ſec up in ics place 2 If we are as reſg 
co hold faſt our fins, as Pharaoh was to keep the Iſrath 
our " reſolucions may colt us as dear as his did hi 
Though our God be [5ng-ſuffering, yer will he aly 
bear? Will he never do more then gently laſh us, 
chen wait to ſee-whar good his Rroaks do upon us? 
welball ſtill make void his expeRations of our ame 
mc, will he not at lergtch take another courſe with w 
Hath not God been as ic were laying fiege co the he 
of this people, and ſummoned us again and again 
make a ſurrender of our ſelves to him, uſing choſe {e 
ral Engines chac might ſerve co batrer our hardneſs, w 
prevail withus? Andif we Rill hold ouc againſt hi 
rejeXing the gracious meſſages he ſends us, flighwx 
che Warning-pieces he hath ſhor off , what have we 
look for next , but that his Murdering Canons (hull 
be planced againſt us > Thar as by his laſba& of holibl, 
ry heburnt one of our chief Forts, ſo he ſhould procd 
colevel all roche ground, If God hath ſmore ſomedi 
ns with the Sword , others with che Peſtilence , and» 
verthrown ſome of us as he overthrew Sodom and Gum 
rah-, and yet we will not return ro him; may we 
fear thar our deſolacion is as near as theirs was who mt 
rha3guilty , and of whom God thus complains * Amy 
The- concinnance and growth of fin und:t a ſmariy 
Rod, adds an high degree of hainouſneſs chereto, wii 
is uſually followed with a vengeance proportionablys 
vy-- When a Nation ſhall ſolemnly bid defiance 
che moſt High, and engage in a War wich che Lord & 
Hoſts , fighting againſt him by renewed Rebellions, 
he-agaiah rhem by reinforc'c Judgements , we may © 
ly know who's like to come by the worſt: He hath ! 
rofrs in his Quiver againſt which the rockieſt a 
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art -is but 2 Weak defence, which can ſhatrer no, 
weces thoſe whorwrll nor be fofrned : And he hath frew 
my expreft his unalterable will ro conquer une» 
gcing finners , andthat he will even take -pleaſgrein 
duing ſuch Rour fpirirs whom norhwg before wake 
rk vpon , or bring :0.take notice of ns hand firecche; 
againſt rherm, Of thoſe who profanely cried., chae' 
gword 6: but wind, and:that they ſhould never ſee-rvil ; hes 
tens char this #vrd of his, which they ſcaff'd ar,ſhold 
fire in the month of bus Prophets, and the- people» ſbould: be 
; Jer:5-13,14. And Exck.5.143. Having before ſpo- 
nof all the ſad things he would brifg upon a flubborn: 
ple, he adds ; 7 bus [ball mine anger be accompliſhed game 
fury reſt wpon them, and I will be comforted, and they: hail 
that 1 the L'rd have ſpoken it in my z4eal-, when 1 heve 
wwpliſhed my fury in them. Who can in reaſon expe& 
t God ſhould alwayes maintain his-. creatures in bes. 
7} and continue their comforcs , whilt chey imploy 
Weirlife and all cheir mercies againſt him who gave them 
xb2? Would not a Prince rather impoveriſh and de- 
roy/20y part of his Dominions, chan ler it ſerve only 
c an bachour and ſupply to his morrat;enemies > Oh 
England may not hear that doleful word pronounc'r 
ncerning her, which 7ſrae! once didy Exch. 7.6. An end 
come, the end is come , it watcheth fir thee , behold it ts 
e.. Ler usnor go on toprovoke the God of- heaven 
pore out upon us all the plagues that are threarned 
thoſe whom no former means will. reclaim, td de» 
e 2 Conſumption by Sword or Famine, or any the 
deſtroyers. You that have no regard ro your ſouls, 
thinks ſhould be more concerned for your temporal 
fare, your lives, your friends, your eſtares , than da- 
plyto hazard all for the ſervice of ſome baſe luſt, 
ich will but repay you wich damnation art laſt, beſides 


the hure ic doe9 in che mean time to your ſelves , and 
choſe 
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thofe about you, Oh be perſwaded ar lengrh, wy 
pity on the Land of your Nativity 3 yea, torake pi 
yourſelves, your children ,' and the Wives of "your 
ſome > How could you bear it co have theſe raviſhth 
yaw ſides , and murdered before your faces z or 
thaw murdered by ghafily famine ? when you ſhould 
chem, and feel your ſelves , asir were , kill'd by gi 
meal; yea, when your raging hunger (ſhould make 
wiſh for, and batten one anorhers death ,' and cauſe 
ro take away life from rhem co whom you gave it, 
your bellies ro become che Tombs of thoſe who « 
fromyoiir loins ? Ah Sirs , what refleQions would 
Have he fuch a doleful day asthis,on your former de 
de&and riorout excefies? Would not che memory 
your: paſt fulneſs, and the abuſe of ic, help ro rear 
hearts, as much. a5-preſenc want Would do your be 
And krow, rhavptency of Gods ereatures which we' 
enioys :15/noc (5\much an argument that chis eyil 
never beride us jab our finful laviſhing of them inp 
tony and drunkemmeſs, is, that it may, Sin hath & 
chefe, andworſerhan all theſe rkings upon divers k 
d&mes : God grimt it may not npon ours. And t 
fore'do T mencwva them, not to encreaſe che unprofx 
fears of any , bur co fiir us up all ro that repent 
which'is moſt Irkely co prevent them , or will be 
fecure us from.amy confiderable hurc by chem. Bui 
ory onty, ' Gvd forbid thar ever ſuch things ſhould 
pen þd-yereake the dire& way to procure them) 
your ſelves onty muſt bear the blame, as well as fed 
ſ@btt. Fair warning hath been given us by what me 
already:felr,,and we may now conceive God ſayingt 
G0 Yontr-@ayer,” fon' nd more, leaft worſe things come uni 
And\f'ſach admdnitions as theſe, ſo loudly and ſoft 
ly uttEred, ſhall be diſregarded, 'what greater ſenſ 
cambe imagined'? Or what more preſaging and 


. 
, £ 
” . 
- 


your 


{ $45 

x -chan ſuch 2 ſenſleineſs abd affected fiupidiey? 
nd let none/be ſo weak or inconfiderate, as to imagine, 
ms coca them, nor bath any.controveriie #hoh 
em:decauſe they have hicherto felrlitleor pockueg 
hole Judgemencs thar have beenabroad'id che/Land 3 
jerny profligate Atheilis add rhisxo the reſbof theix 
ational arguings againſt a.Providence; that they rhem+ 
& who contemn-1t; live ſecurely and ac caſe, whill 
w chavbeclicved and reverenc't it, Auffer under the 
eney-of its Diſpenſarions : Nor lertbem hence con» 
themſelves in practiſes as bruirifh as ithefe Opini» 
g(which were priocipally:minted for their ſakes ) out 
a2 conceit, thar all danger is farframghem, oratleat; 
zethey are no-more obnoxious than athers, For,co rake 
F theſe dangerous mittakes, iris to by conſidered, ;thar 
deliga ef rheſe ſad Providences is by. no means tobe 
fined |co- rhoſe particular perſons .upvn whem they 
falleoheaviett ; bur [cheir Errand: 18-20 warn all; 
iſt chey Brike ſorme.,, which is no way difficulrco be 
rehended. A Warnipg-Piece (hor off by at-Enemy 
ho hath befieged a Town, -thaugh it might happily bure 
ve fingle Townſman, is -neverthelefs dire&edto all:; 
Beacon when ic is fired, gives warning as: much ro the 
hole Country , as ro him-on whoſe ground it Rands, 

whoſe wood may be imployed for that fire. And 
not-look upon our burning City, 2s a kind of Beacan 
s&ro give notice to the whole Iſland, char an E- 
my 1s coming againſt us ? Such an Enemy as may en- 
7eusall, noctorake Arms , bur ſuddenly ro laycthem 
wn, and:meet him wich ſuch humble ſubmifſions, and 
jelt fupplications , as are wone to galn the cheapeſt 
Id moſt honourable Victory : Thar God, in his deal- 
with « Nation, whoſe wayes are generally corrupt= 
L, layes his Rrokes upon ſome , 1s bur Juftice even ro 
mz that he creats nor all cbus, is meer mercy ; that 
he 


*be 'rakes rheſe' and ſpares others , ſome berter 
worſe, is purely from his Soveraignty , and ought 
rreferr'd ro hig own good pleaſure; and thereforegly 
-we have'no other reaſon for it, readily ro be « 
in. Boch Charity, and (frequently) greac Reaboy 
bid useo cenſure their crimes che greaceft , whole fy 
ings are ſo: For: many times we find that Gag 
fingted out his fairhfulleſt ſervants as marks for his 
eſt arrows ; of which ſorc of Diſpenſations, even 
men ſometimes, bur wicked men alwayes, are 
comperent Judges. Bur if any apon this" as 
ſhould grow” more indifferent to Godlineſs , 
ſees” ic witl,nor ſecure its followers ; nay, that 'a 
nency of 1c doch ofc.as much expoſe its owners, axhy 
doth Towers and Cedars to Storms and Light 
he- therefore chink ic rather to be (hunn'd chan ſougy 
rer:; his arguing will be found as unreaſonableg 
dangerous. Alas, poor blinded Senſualiſts / you thy 
firangers tothe life and livelihood, anJ1 the great 
cerns of Immorral Sonls, lictle know the ſecret, 
rranſaRions betwixc them and cheir God , in tha 
time waen you may judge them forſaken of him. h 
do you know boy this Godlineſs helps to bear op 
hearrs under the weighrieſt preſſures , and like x 
Amulet, in'time of Infe&ion , ſecures rhem fre 
miſchief of thoſe evils with which you may apy 
themoverborn : Wherefore leave them tro God 
Judgement ,. and look you rathet to your ſelves; 
you are to learn by, and how you oughe compre 
kind of dealings 3 even the mercy that you are(p 
when ſo many others are vifired one way or other, l 
the greater engagement upon you to return to his 
deals ſo fayourably with you ; 'and you may be (uf 
che firrer for this grear and ſolemn work of Repent 
io char Judgements are brought ſonear, as may (en 


—— (47) 
ies and affe& you , bur yer land at (ich £diftance 
they may noc overwhelttz yous 
"And laſtly, You may perceive , that if 900d Men 
wiſelves uridergo ſo much , it's time. for you to look 
ur yoli. If Judgement begin ' at the houſe of God , what 
the end be of thoſe who obey ndt the Goſpel ? You may 
wee I6arn, that it is not becauſe you are better, or more 
Gods favour chant others who ſuffer , that you ſeem to 
bercer than they; and ir may therefore calt you inco 
ar, leaſt your puniſhment be reſery'd a while, be- 
ic ſhall bee laid on for ever, Job21.30. - If the 
jildren be now correRed , Baſtards (hall not alwaies 
unpuniſht. You cannot then coriclude , that they 
is have{drarik deepeſt of rhis Cup, were finners above 
| chat dyelc in Engl4nd;but this you may concludegthac 
vr jou Repent, you [hall all likewiſe periſh. 
yen temporal deſtrution,, as I have ſaid , you havs 
dn to expeRt ; burif you rake ſuch comminacions as 
ds of courſe, which Preachers ate Riill filling cheears 
their people withall , no more to be regarded , chan 
filly Predigions of Aſrologers, and do hereupon 
rden your ſelvesin fin, as if no danger was near, know 
or certain , that ſuch miſeries are coming upon you , 
you ſhall rieither know how to prevent , nor ever re- 
frotn off you, And chat's the laſt ching I ſhall men- 
&,which cheſe Calamities ſnggeſt co us, That they who are 
bettered by thems, nor any other nizans that in this life time 
v w'd with them, ſhall ar length le covered with confuſion , 
le down in thoſe ſorrows ich will admit of no relief , 
i phencs there ſoall bee no releaſe. I cannot certainly 
, but you may ftrerch your ſelves upon your beds of 
ſe, and continue your pleaſant dreams, yer a while 
Perhaps you may laugh and play away the re» 
Inder of your dates, as you have done all thac went 
fore ; you may yer have a fey more merry meetings 
D and 
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and pleaſing entertainments 5 you may be loaded 
riches, crowned with roſe-buds, glucted wich fleſhly 
lights, and inay keep up your wonted heighc of pric 
bravery, inſomuch that in your own efteem , andiny 
theirs, who judge of perſons and things by the, 
falſe rules, you may pals for the only happy men in 
World : Buc yer I can and dare ſay , that though 
Lives and your Pleaſures ſhould be thus prolonge 
bundred years, you are but miſerable men, whoſema 
are now accurſed , as your end (hall bee. Even all 
while the vengeance of God hangs over your heads, þ 
a Sword by a Twine-chred , and will ſhortly fall 
the Scalp of ſuch as goon in their treſpaſles ; Ir pur 
you at the heels, and though it ſeem to tarry , wille 
rainly overtake you, However you may miſ-call i 
Patience, [you ſhall finde that God is no more { 
concerning his Threatnings, than his Promiſes. 
hand of the Lord there ts a Cup , and the Wine s red: 4 
Fall of mixture , and be poure:h out of the ſame ; undit 
they ſhould eſcape when ic is poured out , Yer the Dryliih 
thereof , ali the wicked of the earth ſhall wring them on, 
drinkthem,Pſal.75.8, Theſe are the diſtinguiſhing ju 
ments which (hall light upon the ungodly, and not 
chem, Then at length ſhall men ai/cern Leen 
gibt and the wicked; between him that ſerveth Gul, 
him that ſerveth him not : when that day cometh that 
barn as an Oven , and all the proud, yea, all that do win 
Lyſhall be a5 ſtwbbles 

Whatever falſe conſequences wanton Sinners al 
from Gods forbearance of them in this day of his | 
ence, or from: bis promiſcuous dealing with good 
bad in this (tate of tryal , they ſhall ſoon be freed 
their mintakes, when they ſhall finde and feel , in 
adifterent manner they are treated in the other 
Fhis will make chem acknowledge , that verily thee 
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L + Righteous God , x40 judgerh in the earth. Here 
deed chey. were Neighbours, and bad bodies alike , 
| might therefore dye by the ſame Diſeaſes: Their 
s were joyned , and might cherefore burn rogerher; - 
their ſouls were not alike, nor ſhall chey fare alike, oc 
ve together any longer , but berwixt chem will bee a 
# Gulf fixed , over which there will ,be no paſſing for 
teperſons , nor any tranflation of their conditions ane 
another, Though you might remove your dwelfings 
Iſcape che InfeRion , or have eſtates of chat nature 
bac Fire did nor conſume them , yer all your refuges 
ll fail , when theſe laſt woes (hall bee brought upon 
wu. Then ſhall the ſcorners who made light of threat» 
ings, that hid themſelves wider falſhood , and made lies 
heir refuge, finde , that their Covenant with death ſhall Le 
iſannulledytheir agreement mith bell ſball nit ſtand : When 
lis overflowing ſcourge ſhall paſs chorow the ungodly 
World, chey (hall all be crodden down by it. Though 
dey might eſcape Sword and Plague, Fire and Famine, 
yec Hell they ſhall never eſcape. And are there any 
hat own the name of Men, and delire the reputation of 
Chriſtians, of ſuch a deſperate inſenſibleneſs of their 
wn concerns, that the known certainty of infinice ever- 
afling rorments, in caſe chey hold on their preſence 
purſe, will give them neither check yor diverfion? 


FÞuch indeed who can thorowly perſwade themſelves to 


x Infidels, may poſſibly live in a fupid peace} till they 
ire brought wich the Devils,to believe and tremble, Bur for 


tem who take on chem co believe all that is in the Goe» 


pel,and yer walk in thoſe very waies,to which this Goſpel 
threxcens everlaBiing deſfiruftion , may we not admire 
what ftrange devices they have gor , to keepthemlelves 
peaceable,and ſteady in this their furious march co Dam» 
nation? What, Sirs, bave you a belief for what Scrip- 
we tells you of che weightiet and moſt concerning 
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matcers in the World,and yer can yon alwnes drive 
out of your thoughes ? Do you think ic of no conſequy 
to confider where the way will end , in which you 
walking with ſo much confidence > Do you not by 
well enough, that if you never turn , you are certai 
andone ? And that whil'R you delay it » you runſuh 
hazard as every mar in's right wits wonld beware of 
very ſtep you tread being upon ſuch a dangerousprea 
chat nothing but the mercy which you daily abuſe, 
which will nor alwaies bear ſuch u#age , keeps yonſ 
falling headlong ? And when once 1t's withdrawn 
you go, and are loſt forever. Is this your caſe, and 
you not ſpare time to think how to ger out of it? 
Sirs, ſad and ſerious thoughts will be good cheapin 
other World : As much as you fear and ſhun them: 
then you ſhall bee ſufficiently haunted with chem; 
as ſerviceable as now they mighr be , then chey (ball 
thing availyou, Tothinkin time which way to 
perdition, ſhoutd not, methinks bee ſo tedious and 
pleaſant ro thoſe to'whom it is ſo neceſſary”, and 
as advantagious : but if this be negleRed, co chink 
you have brought your ſelves ro, and how firangely 
wilfully you have done ic , ſhall fill you with a ſac 
that will break your hearecs, but nothing berret 
eftates. What then are choſe dreams wherewich 
delfude your ſelves into a quier continuance in an ungt 
ly Rate, which is like to prove ſo bitter in che en 
What do you think it's beſt co go on a while longer, th 
you have yer time enough before you ? But do you 
conſider , how dear this /it:/e while longer may coſt ya! 
Have you any ground to expe to bee waited on 
longer > Doth not the time of patience ſeem. expirf 
Are not the years wherein God reſolv'd to rry you, M 
fruit you would bring forth, near ro an end-? And 
atime t dally wich the Almighty, when hee's =- 
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Hi ſaſeverely to reckon with you 2 Is your Sun ſer- 
rand yer do you loyrer?Is che ip linking,and are you 
< unreſolv'd whether you had beft ſhift for you ſelves ? 
tecnainly they who rake not this as a fic ſeaſon for Re» 
:e, would by their good will never Repent, and 

is cobe fear'd never will cill ic is coo late, 
But further y you are not T hope,ſo vain as co conceir, 
ut there is.any ocher way beſide ſound Repentance;and 
horow Converſion , co ſecure your ſelves from that 
y which is denounc'c againſt , and will certainly 
me upon the Children of D1ſobedience. If you believe 
Scripeure, which I aow ſuppoſe you do, you cannot 
tbour ſuch a conceic , which 1s chere ſo often and fo 
inly concradiged : And asfar, merhinks, you ſhould 
from imagining, if chis wrath be nor chus prevenced, 
ae ever it can Wich any patience be endured, or by any 
ansremov'd. Do you indeed take hell for a tollera- 
evil ? even more tollerable than an holy heart and 
by which ic might be avoided? In how dark and 
ind a Rate are they who run from their felicicy as an 
ful ching ? And in how (ad a caſe , whom nothing 
woful experience will convince of chis miſtake ? Bar 
at, do you ever hope to be able co concend with the 
oft High, co grapple wich Omanipocence it ſelf > Do 
u think you can as eaſily refit bis Power, as you could 
obey his Commands ? If this ſhould once become 
only refuge that's lefr you , woe co you that ever. you 
re born. Did you ever yet hear of any that entred 
te Lifts with God and prevailed ? that overcame him 


1" Rrong hand > Should all che Infernal Hoſts joyn 


drees with rebellious finners, how utterly unable would 
be for one minnte co wirhſtand the conquering Arm 
the Almighty? And canſt chou a ſingle man, an im- 
xeve Worm, do any thing againſt it > Why, doft thou 
* know chat a frown of his countenance is enough £0 
D3 daib 
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dath all created courage ? the breach of his mouth” ſub 
ficient ro deftroy rhe world? IF thou be ſuch-a cours 
givus man as to venture upon the Divine diſpleaſurs 
thou ſhouldſi have gone and plac'r thy ſelf inthe mid 
of one of Londuns burning fireers, and have tryed hoy 
thou couldſt encounter the fury of thoſe flames, an 
how much they would have valued thy oppoſition ; and 
thence thou might learn what Man can do againſt his 


Maker , or 2gainſt any of hig crearures that go forcht 


deGroy with Commiſhon from him, Do bur imagine thy 
ſelf hucl'd into the midſt of thoſe burnings, and thee 
to have been kept alive whilſt they laſted , (whichis 
difficulty ro him chat made the world of nothing) hon 
couldſt chou have born ſuch a lodging, even bur for thres 


daies ſpace ? Bur what if ic had been for ſo manythu- i} | 


ſand years ? Bethink thee then howthou canſt dell xii 
everlafting barnings , which will be the undoubred pant 
on of all unpardoned, unconvetrced ones, Do you wt 
indeed believe, that Chriſt zill come in flaming fire tordy 
vengeance on them that would not ol ey the Gi /pel ? And whv 
ther will you then berake your ſelves? or co whom mill 
. you flie? When not only a Ciry or Kingdome , bur l 
this lower world ſhall be of a flame ; »hen the Heat 
ſhall paſs anay with a noiſe, and the Elements ſhall melt wid 
fervent heat ; when anunquenchable fire ſhall be kindlel 
above, and below, and on every fide you , where do you 
hope for ſhelter? To cry our ro Rocks and Mounraitt 
to fall on and cover you, will chen lirtle avail yous 0 
who can ſtand lefore the Lord when be us angry ? who hum 
the power of his wrath ? Bur ſhall not che demonſiration 
and appearances of it, which you bave already beheld, 
prevent the farther bold expoſure of your ſelves thereto? 
Have you not hada kind of glimpſe of hell flaſhing be 
fore your faces, and will it nothing daunt you > Wi 

you like thoſe Ezrk. I5. 7, Go ont of one (ire, tobe 
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td by another ? Will you go on like an Ore co the 
Migheer, when you are cold whither you are going, and 
theinfiruments of death are laid before you > Will you 
fl believe char che #oln waters which folly affords are 
? Thacher bread eaten in ſecret places is pleaſant ? 
it is revealed co you, that her proviſions are baits, 
4nd rheir pleaſure morral ; that the drad are there, and her 
(former) gueſts in the depths of hell, Will you 20 on to 
carry fewel ro chac pile wherein you your ſelves muſt be 
conſumed 2 Will you fill imbrace and cheriſh choſe luſts 
thac will, like an unnatural Monſter, gnaw out the bow- 
els of choſe that nouriſh chem, and feed upon the flaugh- 
ter and ruine of their deareſt lovers? Will nothing al- 
hy che Adulcerers hears, cill they urn co the fire thae 
wever goes owt ? Will che Drunkard ſwallow down his 
immoderate draughes, till ac lengrh he be ſeized wich 
Dives his thirſt, never to be quenche ? Will the fond a+ 
Grers of che riches and Gallantry of the world conti- 
que cheir dorage , cill they ſee their Gold and Silver 
melted , and not only cheir ſtately houſes, bur their 
fruicful Lands in flames about their ears, and all char 
wherein they gloried vaniſhing into ſmoak and aſhes ; 
and ſhall find chemſelves inwardly cormented by their 
inordinate love corheſe Idols , more than by any fire 
mhereinto they may be plung'd ? The geod Lord open 
the eyes and change the hearrs of theſe ſecure and ſenſc- 
ſeſs ones, and ſhew them the hell char is in finir ſelf, 
thar they may never feel that which 1t procures ; that 
they may diſcern the miſery and deſtrution th1t ts in their 
ns , before their wickedneſs burn 4s the fire , and devonre 
them like [riars and thorns, Iſa, 9.18. | 
Bur belides the looſe and grofly profane , there are 
tulticudes ro be ſeen who ſeem farmore ſerious , and 
berter affe&ted with Gods Judgements abroad in th= 
Lind, eſpecially they upon whom chey have fallen hea- 
D4 vily. 
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vily. But alas! how many of theſe are theremare wh tui 
rehenſive of cheir outward loſſes, than ef che fins dwHeter 

—— them? Such who would have thought thew-hee 
ſelves well enough had they but kept their g 20 
their fins alſo had been kepr with them ? How ha 
would theſe men be , if their fitneſs for comfore was 
ereat as their need of itis? But hoy ſad a caſe is ir wh; 
have the world frown upon us, and God frown too? yy 
be deprived of cemporal enjoyments , and deflicue of 
ſpiricual bleſſings ? to have our Idols ſnarche away, ad 
to be tnacquainred wich the true and living God? By 
that I may not ſeem to aggravate your grief , and bt 
you nothing bur [ad tidings, know, though I cannot ( 
2a word of comfort ro you whil you continue in yar 
preſent carnal ſtate » yet would you bur make baſte ag 
of the 7:me, there is great Mercy before you, and anni 
open for your acceſs co that Grace whence you may te- 
ceive an abundant ſupply for all your wants, and iy 
Joy in the midſt of your troubles. And merninks thi 
ſhould revive you , to hear that your condicion is wx 
yet miſerable, paſt all remedy : What though yu 
ſhould never recover to your former height and fulneſ 
inthe world, yer if your pride and covetouſneſs be x 
bated, and your hearts by Grace raiſed nearer to Grd 
as a pledge of your being ſhortly raiſed tro Glory, ya 
will have no reaſon to complain of chat abaſement whig ſir 
was the beginning and occaſion of -this happy exalrat» 
pn. Happy icdeed are they that chus riſe by their falls, nd affe& 
and being thrown to the earth, thereby rebound the high ſt 
er towards heaven: And this happineſs, Iſay , you at 
yet in a capacity of attaining to ; Which priviledge, mu 
ic rightly apprehended, might well cake off from the 
ſenſe of any other ill circumſtances you are plunged typ 
co ; and was it carefully improv'd, would make a full ie 
mends for whateyer loſles you have ſuſtained. And noyfiſ 
Jes "— ot | th 
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io good earneſt abour chis workof gaining heaven 
ed of earth , Will be found the quickeſt and the 
| courſe co make you ſo rich, and ro-ſer you in ſuch 8 
Kiining way, 8s mill not only recompence your loſſes, 
keep you frem ever being greatly impoveriſht any 
This to the worldly wile, I know, will ſeem very 
,and far from any appearance of truth : They 
nothing better for man than robe rich, and 
high in the world , cannot imagine which way he 
make adyantage of being brought into a poor and 
condition g and as lictle can they imagine, what thar 
ipall che world which can make amends for ſuch miſ- 
nes, (45 they call chem) except they may be repaid 
ind, If by lofing ap bundred - = could gain a thou- 
d, of miſſing one Trade could light upon another, 
ub quicker and berter returns, they could well enough 

lertand this to be a gaining by their loſſes; and 
could ceach them this nocable art ſhould be a wel- 
xe many a Comforter indeed: But if you ſend them 
look after great matters in another world , to repair 
irdamages in this, apd to ger their ſouls enriche, 
n they feel cheir bodies pinchc, this is bur.cold com- 
it, dry and unſavoury diſcourſe to the poor worldling, 
boſe feeling is all his faith , who ſeeming to himſelf a 
er lump of fle, minds and reliſhes only earthly 
lines, And accordingly their behaviour roo plainly diſ- 
wers theſe rheir unbelieving and carnal apprehenſions 
laffeRtions, For ſince the hand of God was upon ther, 
ah nor chis been in a manner all the trouble they have 
, tothink what a breach is made upon their eſtates, 
nd what fair hopes are blaſted , many likely projets 
«m'n co juſt nothing, and the fruits of their long 1a- 
wrand care ſuddenly vaniſh; ſo that chey who choughe 
ei Neſts well feathered ( as they uſe to ſpeak) and 
emſelves warm and ſecurely plac't therein, are now 
FE un- 


- SS 8 > = DW .,,cc- Tv 23 -- * OS a  $# = -—- I 7. I» 7 wc << <= = — www SS = 


7. 

' wnroofted, and thany of them put to ber | he 
dew 2 "And frarh nor this beenthe very fum of alf ly 
mens contrivances and endeavours , -how rhey mig have 
294in to their beſt advantage, and ſooneft ger up" wiſhucked 
chey haveloft,. and moſt ſucceſsfully pnrſue cheir for n 
deſigns of growing rich > R:fle& upon thy ſelf, Re 


whether chis hath nor been'thy very courſe and fram;haoine 
chou are one whom the fire hath anſercled, © "had, 1 
" Tf you ask me , whether then I condemn your curhmeRacic 
make proviſion for your ſelves and families, and wiihmchvex 
cher I would have you rather fic fill and ftarve, thiferved yo 
look out for needful and ſeaſonable ſupplies? I animiiac'cir n 
Thongh I am far from ſaying rhis ought nor to be « 
yecI muſt needs ſay , there is ſomething which ofiifle 
far leſs co be lefr undone, and both may very well fakes at - 
rogerher. For I hope your ſouls are of as much whiſhich is i 
as your bodies, and heir happineſs ought to be 2 Wachero 
gently and ſpeedily lookr afrer : Now methinks eur Mal 
coſtl y — you have had gf the vanity and influ: 'N 
lity of theſe outward things, ſhould give you very lifffhen you 
conviion that your happineſs is nocplac'r in chem, uſwuneed 
chat he 1s very unwiſe who puts confidence in ſuch 
ceirful riches that m1ke to themſelves wings, and flet aq 
Shall nor rhis then pur you upon a careful ſearch, whedgſh much 
chere is nothing co be found our that is more ſolid, drnfflemſely: 
ble,and ſarisfying? And if you follow on this ſearch wyiſpeict 
ought, you will conclude with Solow1n , after all his 
licirous enquiries afrer Good, and his clear diſcoraiſlave yor 
of the vanity of thecreatare , That to fear God, and Will affo! 
is Comm undments, &« the whole duty of man, Eccleſ.12.1nuch lef 
And nor his duty only, bur his greateſt intereſt , evetJhad wh; 
This life» bur eſpecially in char which is cocome , you 
feems couchr in the following words of the Wiſe ugh c 
Vet. I4. For God ſhall bring every work ivito Tudgements ene ra 
every ſeeret thing , whether it be goed , or whether it bt ie 
r 
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£ he:doſoy we: thay be ſure hee'l creat_men 3c5; 
adihely , and will, 4s be bath promiſed, make thoſe: 
+ have ſerved him everlaſtingly happy , when: the- 
ked (ball be adjudged to their chrearned miſery. Why 
hall you not then turn about, and change your defiregand: 
weavours> and be ns indufirious for holineſs and the 
+ Sooinels char ever attends it, as you have been for the 
Hhodd , wherein, through your own fooliſh forbidden: 
Smeacions, and invrdinate love, you have met with ſo 
bveration and difſacisfa&ion ? You ſee bow it; heath 
wed you afcer you have laboured for it ſo lovg, and im= 
xc'cir with ſo much affe&ion and dearneſs ; irs fled 
nyoa in 2 trice, and hath: lefr you. defolate, Why 
xefore ſhould you cruſt ic any more z ro expoſe your: 
Nes at every turn to the ll effects of its creachery; 
ich is indeed bur Juſtice to choſe whoſe hearts are firſt 
Wrcherouſly deparced from God? If you be falſe to 
t Maker, never expe& the creacure ſhould be crue to 
: 'No, afſure your ſelves, it will break from yon 
n you think you have ic faſt , and forſake you when 
need ic moſt ; and will no more hearken to you, when 
kw call, and roxr, and mourn after ir , than Basl did 
Wo bis Worſhippers: Tormene your ſelves never 
much for irs abſence; as they, we read, flaſhe 
temſelves with Knives and Lancers, yer it will 
cher piceie nor regard you, And chough ic ſhould re- 
min wich you as long as you live , yet ar death it will 
ave you, with your heart broken at the parting, and 
Wl afford you no relief in that hour of your extremitie, 
I\Fauch leſs in that flare whereinto you muſt then depart. 
And whac will you Rill labour for che wind, and ſer 
pur heare upontbar which is nor ? Surelie you have felc 
whto make you more warie and wiſe ; whetefore 
ee rather and once make experiment, whether God 
mill leave you as the world hath done, and is like co doz 
r his promiſes are no nuer than its A 
whe- 


% 


(CLEE y 
whecher Grace be as fila ) itking a thing; Wt 
goods you have loſt 3' wherher your hearcs will north 
this Treaſure ſafer, than your Cheſts cando any of 
My advice to you is the ſame with chat of Pal: to! 
thy,'t Ep.6. g,19,11,12. That avoiding that reſolugj 
eo be rich, which brings temptations and ſnares , that log 1 
wwoney, which i the root of all evil, you nould now follow & 
ger righteauſneſs, co llineſs , faith, love, patience, muchm| 
fphe the good fight of faith, akd lay bold on ecernal life. 
if you will be perſwaded hereco, ſer abour che 
tn good carneſt, ply ic hard, and never give off cill 
have made ſomerhing of ic. Remember you are lab 
Ing for an Eſtate that will never be loſt; and reſt a 
rill you haye got thoſe affeRions on God, and the thi 
above, which you were wont to {aviſh upon things bf" 
low. And when you have done this, your work is ineff* 
manner finiſht: For the way to have God and Chikif*® 
Grace and Glorie to be yours , is ro deſire afcer, ul 
love them more than all chings elſe, VWhen once y 
have gor your hearrsin heaven , you have 2ot a trea 
there : Whatever ocher duties are-required of you, wil 
be found natural and eafie , when you gre bue principle 
With a prevailing, deep-roored love of heavenlie ching. IF" 
And one would chink it no hard thing co arcain ſuch bole” © 
aff:Rions, if fic you will bur well and dulic confideff® 
che worchleſne(s of all chings elſe, vill you are curd «ff 
your exceſſive and undeſerved admiration of them ; al 
then will be as much in meditacion of the. excellend 
the ſuicableneſs, che ſufficiencie of choſe things chat 1 
inviſible and eternal ; and how grear reaſon you h 
and what engagements yqu lie under co fix and ſenk 
your hearts _ them, Confider well what you oweo 
the giver andpreſerver of your life, and all the comfor 
of ic » and how you ought to Rand affeRed roward hi 
who thought not his own unvaluable Bloud too good 
þz..he1 for ſuch fhaners as we, Think, if you haye (pd 
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thee within you,” 48 an immortal Soul , whetherthe 

walth, 2nd ſaferys- and felicity thereof, bee not of far 

urer moment and worth, chan the Proſpericy of the 

dy: and whether-an unexpreffible fulneſs of all blef- 

ſand joy for ever, deſerve not more'efteem, than 

ofthe ſhore ancertain advantages-and delights which 

world affords you > Continue ſuch kinde of con- 

mions 4stheſe, till you feel they have an influ- 
2\upon your ſouls, to change the bene and fiream . 

affeRions and inclinations. And de diligent in 

uſe of all other means appointed by God, for the be- 

ing and carrying on a work of grace in the heart of 

1; and above all, bee very importunate ſiiirors ac 

Throne of Grace , that God would beftow upoli 

his boly ſpirir, which he bath promiſed ro thoſe thar 

himz char by the power hereof, Your mindes may 

alighened co a right apprehenſion of things, and 

afteions trongly carried out to that which beRt de» 

5 chem, chat you may be broughe, With the Apoſtle, 

ſo much to /ook at , or bee concern'd for, rheſe things 

ih are ſeen, which are temporal, as for thoſe which are na 

which are eternal. And for the ſuture, let this beg 

ar chiefeſt projet, how to gain heaven, and to this 

fer all your tabours and cares. Though it bee nor the 

, yer if irbee the principat crade you drive on, to 

we and grow in Grace , till at length it ſhall bee im» 

wd into ſuch a Rock of Glory, as will neverbe ſpenc ; 

anage all your Talents to the beſt advantage, as 

redound moſt co your Maſters honour , and bri 

inthe richeft inercaſe ; daily reaching forth amo thefe 

vi which are before preſſing toward the mark , for the price 

j f bigh calling of Ged inChrift Jeſus. Thus ſer your heares 

Wd faces Zion-ward, looking npon your paſſage through 

- Wlower Wortd, only as a journey to, and preparation 


ihe higher. Ame having ſo rightly fixt your end and 
your 


>. 


your work, taking your ſelves here bur for Pilgrimg| | of 
Strangers, then ſer about your worldly affairs, and wififþd will 
care for the- accommodarions of life , regarding and (ffiey his c: 
fiiog chem under this notion , as rhey are conveniengllhe of ch 
for a Traveller. And ler this true notion of them, ies, | 
derate and guide all your deſigns and undertakings; 
the utmoſt of your ambicion be ce maintain your ſely 
and thoſe that depend upon you , ſo as you maybe 
reſt ro do the ſetvice God hath ſer you , and walk$wchem 
comforcably in the way he hatch appointed you. Wighult gair 
ever you aim at more , let it be purely and fincerelyWhich neit 
the good of others, and the hononr of God, $e 

ou fulfil the commands, 1 Tim, 5. 8. Eph. 4. 28, gfuics all 
b this means you will moſt eafily eſcape che cempſadeep 2 
ons which ruine thouſands, who wrong their Conlſcieſcan ca 
co encreaſe their ERates ; for will he fin againſt Gafihen you 
get riches, who defires them only char he may chafſeeſs wb: 
with ſerve and glorihe God, Ner cad I think that hafhw conc 
by yau will have everthe leſs of the World , butInd-(hij 
ſure you wilt have a greac deal more contentment full take 
and more ſecurity of what you ſhall have ; and whaioper th 
length you come co leave ir , you ſhall neither delay; the3 
need it, bur ſhall bee ſupply'd wich that which islficeſs the 
nicely bercer; when as thoſe who were bewitcht inn nor fa 
unreaſonable fondneſs of their preſent enjoyments, kſſc bow m 
at Laſt irrecoverably loſe boch them and their ſouls ugſÞþm Nebe 
ther. nof Ep 

Again, Methinks , your very worldly wiſdome **!/: of 

ſelf-love may reach you, that if you have been, anda mud 
Rill like co be, fo great loſers by Gods diſpleaſure, W)-«wor: 
only way is ſpeedily to uſe means for the obtainugſſp*# 1991 
his favour; thar ſo you may either ſecure your tempdſÞliſines 
poſleffions, or ſomerhing of more worth in their rlſſk 9+ 9, 
when-ever they may bee taken from. you. BeliewÞ2es of 
Sirs, there's nothing of all that which: you graſp vids like 


{> cloſeneſs, that you can keep with you, 'whether 

will orno: If hee command 1t away , .icmill ſcan 

y his call, You may think of reducing your eftates 

he of chat nature 4 that they ſhall be expoſed tonocas» 
ies, but all your art will fail you whil'Rt Ged is your 
my. What feoliſh merchants then are thoſe, who 
him ſo by their diſhoneſt waies of gaining? Who will 
found at length4o have put the mcft notorious cheat 
pchemſelves, purchaſing che curſe of God with their 
uſt gains, laying themſelves open to that wrath frem 


(ich neicher their wit nor their wealth can (ecure them: 


where ever you are, and whatever you have, you are 
gies alike naked rohis firoak. Though you ſhould 
as Hellco hide your ſelves and your treaſure, 

can eaſily ferch you thence and pluck you aſunder, 
n you have been ſo fooliſh, as by any way of wick- 

ls whatever to engage God againſt you, does it nor 
concern you to ſeek afrer and make ſuit of his 
nd-hip > Without his leave none of your deſigns 
take effet , withcur his bleſſing nothing can truly 
ſper that you rake in hand, Except the Lird build the 
they labour in vain that build it, Pſal, 127.1. What 
ceſs they are like to have , whoſe undertakings God 
not favour-, the Builders of Bale! can inform you: 
bow mueh his bleſſing ſpeeds a werk, you may learn 
1 Nebemiab and his fellow-builders, Ne. 6. Tothe 
nof Ephraim and Samariah, that ſaid in the pride and 
meſs of their keart , that the Lricks nere fallen down , Lut 
would build with hewen ſtones, and have Cedars inſtead 
yeawores « God threatens zo riſe up adverſaries that 
| jogn together againſt them, the Syrians beſtre, and the 
lifines bebinde, that ſhonld devour 1ſrael with pen month. 
9. 9, 10, &c, As perhaps when you conſider the 
des of che Ciry,you look no higher than ſecord cauſes, 
W's like you look no higher for irs 1eRtaurarion, "oy 
| litcle 


ficele thinding whit hand God had in the one } i 
have in'the other, before ic be accompliſhe : And w 
you are thus forgetful of God , and rake not high 
along with you, ler your pteparations be never ſo g 
and your hopes never ſo high , your atrempcs will & 
be blaſted in the beginning, or curſt it che end. 
your doom, Pſal. 28. 5. Becauſe they regard not the 


q the Lord , nor the operation of his hands , be ſhall df 
r 


em and net build them up. Bur would you giveall dilige 
co cleanſe your hands and purifie your hearrs fro 


as well as to clear your ſtreets from che rubbiſh, ly 


the foundation in-true Repentance and a thorow ame 


thenr of your waies ? then might you fay wich Nehemi 


The Ged of heaven he will proſper #4 , therefore we bis 


vants will ariſe and build; Neb.2.20, This is the wy 
ſureſt and only way to make a deſolate City Phxnix4i 


eo riſe out of it's funeral Aſhes wich a new life, 
Glory greater than it had before irs fall. 

ter me uſe the words of Eliphaz , Fob 22. 31, 23. 
quaint now thy ſelf with God,and be at peace; thereby gud 
come wtothee, If thou return to the Almighty , thou 
built #p. And when once you have well done this yg 
work, when you have got your peace made with 
and have made ſure of his eſpecial love and all che 
cies contained therein, you may chearfully go 


your lawful emptoymencs , depending upon his Pro 


dence, and ſubmicring your ſelves to his wilt , who 
ver is unmindful of thoſe char do ſo. 


And now at lefngth , co thoſe that are in this hy 


eaſe, my diſcourſe dire&s it ſelf ,' even co you that 


the cordial Lovers and faithful Servants of the gn 
God; ſuch of you that have born your ſhare in theci 


thiries thar have lately befaln us, eſpecially chat b 
ſaffered much by che fury of choſe flames, which, wit! 
twaking any difference or-ſhewipg any piry , conli 
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#- cams before chem , ſo far z8 their commiſſion 
ear: To you, my great requeſt is, chat you would re- 
mber your ſelves, caiſe up, but yer calm yout ſpirits , 
«harbouring any impatience inconhitent with the Qu- 

eſs of Gols children , nor giving way to any de-® 
gion, unbeſeeming the dignity of that Relation. 'Tis 
pleaſant work which I woutd puc you upon, and which 
who loves your happineſs hath by an expreſs command 
ade Your duty, even to piſſe/s your ſoulrin patiente, and 
the chearful 18 che midit of all your afflitions, Who 
0; that hath cauſe for ic (and ro ſuch 1 ſpeak) would 
rather live ar caſe , and enjoy himſelf 1n peace arid 
t, chan vex and torture Ins own ſoul by frerting 
prieving ? 

4 I proſecire this exhotration , let mee defire 
norco miſtake me, as if I wastaking you off fromall 
ious and ſober contideration, for which Adverfity is ſo 
2X a ſeaſon; nor from that moderate and proficabte 
which ſhalt ow from this confideraction, No, 
Ikedfer I woutd have you improve this cime for a thorow 
Itch inco-your own ſouls , wherein it's like your Con- 
nieSiences will bee more than ordinarily awakened, and 
Gab c dealcruly and plainly wich you. And whatever miſ- 
neriages theſe impartial refleQions ſhall diſcover, which 
ore you diſcern'd not,or made leſs matter of;repreſenc 
often now as hatnous and odious to your ſelves as you well 
o88ow how , cill you finde your hearts wrought to ſuch a 
eaſace of godly ſorrow, as may fiir up in you an unre- 
naſeocileable harred of che fin, and engage you vigo- 
{ully to fer againſtic. You may alſo make advantage 
your ſufferings ro promote this Repenrance , whil'& 
ſhall belpyou roctearer and more ſenſible appre» 
nhons of the concrariety of fin to God, and of irs per- 
Kiouſneſs ro man, whereby you may bee brought co 2 
ter enquiry into, anda greater wacchfulneſs over 
it waies, as you would avoid the grieving of Gbds 
k Spirir 


Jx 


Spirit, the wounding of your Coatiences 2nd the 
of your fleſh. And even now ler the remembrance 
any thing you have done to diſpleaſe a loving Far 
be matrcer of grearer ſhame and grief than any affli 
#on which you lie under : T bough neither do I go & 
to perſyade you to a Stoical Apathie , an utter inſe 
bleneſs of your outward lofles and troubles ; whit 


have bodies, 'tis nor robe expeRed , but you ſhould} 


concerned for them, and feel ſome kind of reſencme 
agreeable ro what befalls chem : but yet theſe moti 
and paſſions ought ro be under the Command &. 
higher faculcie, even ſanRified Reaſon, whoſe office 
to moderate and ſubdue them ſo far as her powet 
cends, Wherefore that which 1 am adviſing you 
this, that you would not ter the ſenſe of your preffy 
overwhelm you, as to render you unfic for any dug 


® | 


TEL 
her cf 


owe to God, or ſo as may ſpeak yon forgetful f till, ©. 


greater grounds of contentedneſs and joy” " 


Religion ſuggeſts, and all ſincere Chriflians;þe 


abour chem. And that this advice may t 
berrer effet, 1 ſhall parcicularlic (hew what 


of thoſe grounds are, I mean , what reaſon youll 


quietlie and comfortablie to entercain the (harp 
penſations ; and the ſerious conſideration of theſe;t 
the like reaſons, may by Gods bleſſing, prove ane 
al means for the attaining this frame of Spiric, 
being both engagements and helps therero. It may 
perhaps 2 needleſs labour to ſpend words upon t 
Theme, which is ſo frequentlie and largelie handled 
many excellent Freatiſes wrote thereupon ; upon nb 
account indeed I ſhall be che briefer, chough havingd 
opporrunicie, ſomething I was willing to ſay that 
ſutrc parriculaclie to the preſent occaſion. It may 
appear unſeaſonable and ſuperfluous ro adminiſter c 
fort at this diſtance of cime from the ſuffering : but] 
we knowthe effeRs of it are fill preſent , perhaps 
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encreaſing z and I wiſh chat che ſorrows of thoſe who 
1 chem ; do not anſwerablie continue and encreaſes 
ich is thac I would prevenc, or however do ſomeching 
confirm and fortifie their minds who are alreadie at=- 
ed co avy meaſure of peace and ſettlement ; that they 
y ſee how reaſonable and becoming this their carti- 
is, and may now retains and on all other the like oc 
zns, ſhew forth che ſame. 
1. And co this purpoſe firſt, ler me ſuggeſt what is 
uſuallic infiſted on by all chat ſpeak of chis Sub- 
}; namely, that you would confider who is the Author 
waiſſively at leaſt ) of all che troubles that have com'n upon 
Leven God himſelf. And ler not the commonneſs of 
ith make ic of ever the leſs efteem with you , bur 
er che more it is inculcated, the deeper ler it be im- 


lupon your minds. \W hy ſhould it be of leſs effica- 


than tn Davids dajes, who wh:n he was conſumed 

twblow of Gods hand , yet opened not his mouth Lecanſe 
it? Or in E!i's daies, who-when he heard the 

amnings denounc* againſt his Familie , anſwered, [s 


He Lord, let him: do w:4t ſeemeth him good ? Or in Fob's, 


a he had loſt all, yer could calmlie ſay, The Lord 
the Lord hath taken anay ; bieſſed be the Name 
d. How effeQuallie then may this allay all 


We difturbances and tumults of your breaft co remem= 


rt, God had an hand in what hath befaln you? and 


Ware your hearrs riſe againſt che operations of his hand ? 
Nhether you confider your ſelves more generallie rela- 
"Wed ro God as his creatures, or more neaxlie, as his peo- 


: 
* 
. 


ein Covenant with him chrough Chriſt , you will find 
pur ſelves under firong and forcible obligations co this 


ar ſubmiſſion upon many accounts, 
$ 


not God your Maker , he who gave you a being, 

d hath preſerved t hichzrco ? Is he not thenthe molt 
per and abſoliite owner both of you and all char you. 
E'Z have ? 


(166 ) +. a 
have ? And ſhallhe not then do wich you what he plex 
wichourt your murmuring or contradiction ? We thatulf 
now watking upon this earch. who a few dales {ince we 
nothing ; that were brought upon this Stage of life a 
a&ion, by the will and power of a Being infinicelie 
bove us, without any contrivance of our own ; had 
any libertie or capacitie of indenting with our Make 
that we would not come intothe world excepr on certain 
rerms, and on condition of ſuch and ſuch uſage there 
The pot when it is turning on the wheel , mighe as wel 
compound with the Porter of what form, and for 
uſe ir ſhould be made. Fir then ir is that we ſhould 
bis finding and ordering , whoſe workmanſhip we 
that we ſhould as enrirelie render wp our ſelves i@ 
will, as we proceeded from it ; not thinking 


: 


wrong'd if God diſpoſe of us or ours without askingik 
conſent, any more than when he made us. Can he mag, 
us who owes us nothing ?.who may without injuſticewalſ 


us into the Grave, or ſentence us into our Priminvht 
thingneſs ? If he may thus rake away life it ſelf at 
pleaſure, may he nor dothe ſame by all the comfory 

Ie ? That he lent them for any time was meer bounti 

and 1s 1t injuſtice to withdraw them , or ſome pa 

them, when he ſees good As the giving of life laje 
obligation upon him to continue it , no more dorh bl 
beltowing of any outward mercies. If you hadonce 

tiev'd a man in want, that does not binde you to <1 (al 
alwaies: Or if you had freelie lent your friend an þ 

dred pcund for one year , you are not thereby cngisWroyide 
ro let him have ir for cen or twentie , or to give it biſhercies 
 our-right. And do you think ro plead preſcription folio ſuc 
ny of theſe enjoyments which were graclouſlie lent allhr Sory 1 
by their owner(for ſo lorg as he ſhould think fir, Ratdhd furr 
methinks, you ſhould diſmiſs them with thankfulneGih1;m x 
having had them ſo lewg , and that any thing is yer ſegck 


(67 
yd you. We uſe not to account them either honeft or 
g0d-narur'd, who are as angry with their friends when 
call for what was len”, asf they came ro rob chem. 
ou cannot think ſure , that when God pur his gifts inco 
© tÞour hands, hz made thzm fo abſolutelie yours, that he 
Wilt away bis own right thereto, or is power to recall 
keen. God charges it indzed upon the Jews, Hf. 2.8, 
Uber they bner not that ke gave them their corn, wine and oil, 
Ne Bad maitiplied their ſilver and gold ; whichthey manifeſted 
Wy ſerving idols cherewich, as they are there accus'd, 
«ind | wiſh this wilful ignorance was nor (till common 
be world, and the ſame evidence given of it, by 
ſerving their pride and luxurie wich thoſe good 
Ines which were allow'd co other purpoſts. Such, I 
Waſeſe, whoſe dependance is very lictle upon God for a» 
bing chey exp:& or n:ed, who are not wont to look 
ME Raven for carchlie things, ( though for faſhion ſaks 
_ may uſe to {2v, Hive us this day VM dil) tread ) bur 
PWYlzttheir chief confidence in cheir own ſubcil projects 
| underrakings ; ſuch as theſe do little apprehend 
their Eſtares are the Gifc of God, but regard thrm 
ters che meer fruirs of their own wit or induſtry; 
Merefore chink their proprietie in them ſo abſo- 
\ that they are readie to accuſzs God himſelf if he 
ike chem away, as if he dealc injurtouſlie with thems 
Wir you who behieve that it 1s invainto riſe earltie and 
up late , withour God give a bletl:ng to your dilt- 
nce , and have accordinglie had a chiet reſpeR ro his 
Frovidence in all your walies, and received all your 
ercies as from hishand , will be far enough, I hope, 
tom ſuch groſs mittakes, - If you ſhould ſend your Son 
It Servant 2s Fator beyond Sa, and maincain kim there, 
"nd furniſh him wich money for Trading, you would 
lam a right to the encreaſe he ſhould make of your 


Keck , and would take ir for a ſotrie argument , If he: 
E 3 ſhoul 1 


G 
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ſhould keep ic back, and tell you , ic had now been "_ 
longin his hands, that it was not lawful for you torakeigffeatt jore 
out. By thig Rule the Steward might derain his Lockſhhe chen 
money, if poſſeſſon conferr'd a right. And much legWpur for | 
reaſon have you ro imagine, that what you may fa 

ſome while poſſeſs, is thereby alienared from him wholelſr 

18 the earth and the fulneſs thereof, *Twas he who madyſinay nor 
chatearch, and all thoſe creatures , by the havi 
which men reckon themſelves rich, and whilſt rhey pate as co 
from the hands of one to another, they are neverrhelelpllo bolc 
his ; and therefore are men entruſted with what me 

ſure of them, and for whattime he pleaſerh , chat dyſhrany tl 
may improvethem co hisglorie , and when he pleq u 
he calls themTn. And thus in the nineth verſe of 

Chapter God threatens thoſe inconfideratre , unth Jneſ; 
ones, to ſtrip them of thoſe his mercies which chap ſar 
bus'd. 7herefere (Faith he) will / return and rake anayiatiybav 
corn in the time thereof , and my wine in the ſeaſon th ur bs 
and will recover my wooll and my flax,given ts cover he tion to 
hedneſs. And ſhall nor God have libertie ro do whathe are | 
WII with his own? You that are Tenants at will ciled 
your Landlord had warn'd you our of his houſe , ther e 
have prepar'd to be gone withour contending 2 OrWlis allot 
ſom2 reaſons which he might not tell you of , he ſhots co 
have pluckg ic down , you would ſcarce have thoupunr whe 
your (ſelves'concern'd roquarrel wich him for ſo deiggulemnli 
ſince ic was his own, who could hinder him ? And nike him 
you not be as ſubmiſſive to God whilſt he executes Wim for \ 
Tighrecus pleaſure > Your money , goods and houleþe ſhoul. 
we:e all his, more than yours who own'd them, or rath«toſperic 
who had the keeping of them. Men indeed might mie on co 
violate the right you had ro them , bur in oppolitionWwng at 
God you had none ; why then might he nor burn theſe his N 
up, 07 diſpoſe of them. as pleas'd bim befi ? Even dffÞsrexcior 
earch, wiich for a while he hath given to che _ de Quice 


| (5) 
0, to travel over it to Ecernitie , he will ere long 


enfieft jioro flames , without doing any injurie, 1 hope, to 


he chen'lnhabicancs of it + chough one may perhaps ery 

ue for his houſe , another for his Land, or his Plate and 

all:wels ; which outcries, be they never (o loud, are like 

leo have no more regard than chey have reaſon ? And why 

nay por. God now deal with any part of chis earth, as 

wortlie be will wich che whole ? And why may not we 

25 contenced that he ſhould > The ſame reaſon will 

6 bold for our ſubmiſſion ro Gods Providence ,” when 

ſhall remove our Relations, our health, life, libercie, 

ythe like comfort, over all which his Dominion is 

Wuce , and therefore his diſpoſal ought co be accep- 

1 might alſo farther ſhew how che wiſdome, 

dneſs, and other Artribures of God , engage us ts 

ſame ducic, bucT am afraid of being tedious, and 

Sly havebccalion ro mencion chem hereafter. 

y : ur beſide cheſe reaſons drawn from your common re- 

k* to God as your Creator and Soveraign Lord , you 
- 2 . . 

are his peculiar people, to whom he 1s become a re- 

aciled Father in his Son, may eafilie diſcern many 

liker engagements you lie under, patientlie to bear alf 

> allotments of his Providence ; bur chieflie ler me 

& co your remembrance the cenour of that Cove= 

ar whereinto you were entred with God, when, you 

lemnlie gave up your ſelves co him, and engag2( to 

ike him for your God. Did you herein capitulare with 

Sim for your uſage on earth in any abſolute way , that 

ſhould maincain you in healch, wealth, and worldlie 

eScoſpericie > D'd you liſt your ſelves into bis ſervice on» 

ie on condition of being paid ſuch and ſuch wages, ard 

offfiing at ſuch an eafie delicace rare? Surelie a Chriſii2n 

Fe his New-Birth durſt no more do thus, than min ar tis 

Lrextion was able ro doic, Nay, did you not engige to 

; Wie Quice contratie, that you wauld not in any thing be 

E 4 your 
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your own chufers, butleave your ſelves and all youre 
cernments to Gods diſpoling ? how elſe could yourglhou im 
him for God, and your God which, beſide other thingWure ? C 
1mplies your acknowledgement of that Authoritie he hufffperthie 
over man in general, and your reſolution for your « 
parc coſubmicto ir, And do you not contradi& this 
you would be your own Maſters, and find faulc with uylflpeis 
of his proceedings ? For you have not onlie bound yorſſhare 
ſelves to a ſincere endeavour to do what 18 enjoyned ye 
buc alſoto be content with whatever ſhall be done yidihnolt ap! 
you. All che inſtances of rhe Divine Will, whethera., 2. N 
preſt in his Commands, or in his Providences , you ullfie, Tow 
therefore toimbrace and acquieſce in. And whenllliathin; 
covenanred rodothus, 1 queſtion ner bur you we | 
poſlett with the apprebenſions of Go1s Soveraignuiheloll: 
all (ufficiencie, and grac'ous merciful nature , chazjiſy ar 
believed you could no berrer way conſulc for your (afelorilh 
and rhe ſafetie of your affairs, than by putting all-Whd 
tas hands; And have you any reaſon to repent of qurlfied 
courſe, and change rhele apprehenhons > May it nd 
a&minifter full ground of ſecuritie to conhider 
glorious Attributes of God, and the nearneſs of high lice! 
1+tton to you ? Shall nor this even endear and makey I 
come what in ſelf ſeems rough and harſh , chat ic compre! 
rom the havd of a loving and good God ? We find heeWar if, 
our bleſſed Lord made uſe of this confideration , 11 ſhall 
Cp which my Faiker hath given me , ſhall I nt drink «pill, lan 
Sn1ll Children rake any thing amiſs fromrheir rendrſſſccordi 
and indulgent Parents ? Have they the leaſt reaſonniſit not bi 
fear rtar they will contrive their miſchief > Earchlie Peſſaverec 
rents indeed may through their indiſcretion and exceſſn{ſt prov: 
foncneſsbring ruine upon their Children, whil{t they aqfover w 
Budying how to dothem good , or through their wealgelf? / 

12(s ay nor be able to keep it off them: But how vagſQou by 
end unreaſonable are chele fears in you, that bave rhenraded 
{0110 


my (7t) "ap: 
nitelie wife and Almightie God for your Father? "C9 
x imagine that ever his Providence ſhould do you” 
tt? Certainlie if you harbour any ſuch falſe and un- 
xhie conceit, it proceeds from ſome groſs miſtake of 
own incereft, and the nature of things, And this: 
22ds me to 2 ſecond confideration, which I defire yours. 
ich ſeriouſlic and 1mparriallie , and not ler ſenſe, and 
arhacnal reaſon, and the common Opinions of an incon+ 
&ra:e malcicude, ſway with you againſt the greareſt and 
| apparent truth, 
3. Namelic, That if we ſpeak diſtinAlie and proper- 
ie, Tow have received little or no hurt by all thoſe ſeemingly 
#hings that have befallen you : By your ſufferings 1n 
mſclves you are not worſted , nor are the poorer for 
eloſſes that you have ſuſtained. *'Tis probable , this 
Wy ac the firſt igbe ſeem a very great Paradox , and a 
iſh of R hetorick , roo weak ro perſwade or ſatisfie 
biſe who can ferch demon{irations from their ſight and 
we > cothe contrarie : For them that a while ſince 
Wd houſes, and ſhops well furniſhr, quick trading , good 
lit and money at command, now to have emptie pur- 
Hlictle ceſpe&, and perhaps ſcarce a place to pur their 
ide in : Is there no hurt in all this ? This 1s hard to be 
prehended by thoſe thar have met with ſuch a change. 
eefWuc if, notwichRanding the Rrangeneſs of this Aſſertion, 
Trl ſhall evince it to be undoubredlie true, I hope you 
«pill, laying afide all prejudice, encertain and improve tt 
xccording ro irs uſefulneſs and importance. Why ſhould 
t not be as welcome ridings to You to heary that you 
we received nodamage (or none that's conliderable) if 
prove erue , as ir would be to hear how you might re» 
wer what's loſt, in a way that would ſatisfie ſenſe it 
elf? And if ycu be once convinc't that no hure is done 
you by rhe hand of God ; I hope yon will eafilie be per- 
mded not to complain of it: And I myſt confeſs, ex-, 


cept 
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cept you are in ſome meaſure convinc't of this, [ 
well ſee whac it is ſhould keep you from complaining, 
a diſpofitton coir. All chat is ſaid of Gods Dominica 
ver his creatures, and his righr and power to do mi 
chem whar be pleaſe , may make men underſtand ch 
Is 19.00 purpoſe to refift a will and Rrengrh ſo much 
boye cheir own, bur will not be ſufficiencto beget j 
chem an hearcy ſubmiſſion coir, . nor will bring them 
chink welt of God, and rake any complacencie in hi 
when-ever he ſhall make chem ſmart, whilſt they hargia i 
conceir that hereby he ruines and undoes them : 
perhaps it may encreaſe borh their rage and corment, wif 
conſider how impoſſible ic is for them ro help rhemſdly 
Buc ſuch, as upon righr apprehenfions of che crue hap 
meſs of Man, ſee plainlie thac no aſflitive Diſpenia 
onsdo prejudice or impair it , they and they onlie; 
be enabled co receive them without quarrelling andi6 
pining at the Auchor : And that upon this account te x 
gay be poſleſt of ſo good a remper, ( which is charh | 
now perſwading you to) it will be needful tg rep 
what choſe righc apprehenſions are which are here 
reat neceſſicie and uſe, Far when we call to mind 
it is chat 15 che chief and only good of man, we ſhall 
berter underſtand whar is hurtful co him, Now in for, 
word, mans happineſs conhiis in his conformirie to God els ro | 
or in his Communion with him ; (which ſeems che ſan: Bare, « 
thing, or a neceflarie conſequence of ic ) har is to ly futer fc 
zn his being made as like ro Gad in all imicable perfe#-Fneed 0! 
ons as his Nature is capable ; in framing all his mo-fſtamen 
ons, and guiding his zions by rhoſe rules which Galces: | 
bach preſcribed ; and in reaching to that knowledge, loxtioned, 
and enjoyment of God, for which his reaſonable faub Yor up. 
ties were given him, and are ſuired. This is.che properÞbefall c 
formal happineſs of Humane Nature , which is beow#nd ts, 
2 earth, perfeted and compleated in heaven : HerelW pu to 
\ | 
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ipthe bud, and is call'd Grace ; herefeer it is in the: 
wer and fruic, and is call'd Glory. I ſpeak co Chri« 
ans who believe chey have immorral Souls , and thar 
lis crue Which Scripture ſpeaks concerning them , and 
refore che ſnppolition of your Faith , may well ex- 
mee from any laborions proof of a Truch ſo fun- 
nencal co Religion , and ſo plalnlic revealed in Gods 
lie Word, 

IfGod be the moſt perfe& Being , then to reſemble 
in is our greateſt PerfeQion : If bis wiſdome, power , 
| benignicy be ſuch , that he creared man in an happy 
ſer him upon, and defign'd him for a bleſſed em-+ 

ic and end; chen co comply with kis will , living 

ar manner, and to that purpoſe for which we were 
I, is our greateſt intereſt : And if God be the beſt 
gin2s, then-ro have our ſouls firted for, and rais'd. 
fraicion of him, is our higheſt felicity. From this 

we fell by fin, and co this it is the Office and de- 


of Chrit che Redeemer , and the work of his Spirir,, 


over and ireftore us. The incenc of his underta-« 
ig, Was not to purchaſe for us riches, eaſe, or honours, 
Ie repair our decaied natures, and renew us after the 
pe of God , which we had defac'd, and ſotoqualifie 


for, and bring us into his ſervice and favour. Only 


0d Fils co he conſidered , that whil't man is in this earthly 
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ſhare, emploid in the ſervice of his maker , and getting 
uter for the higher glery , be hath a body that Rands in 
need of outward ſupports and comforts; as food and 
rimene, houſe and lodging, and ſuch like convenien- 
ces: bur yer his happineſs , which is that I before men- 
tioned, depends nor upon his continuance in this body , 
nor upon its proſperity whil't be is 10 ic 2 Lec what will 
befall che body, our caſe is good whilſt the ſoul proſpers, 
and 1s conſtanc and regular in thoſe Cuties that are pro» 
py tothe preſent Rarg, Nay further , riches, _—_— 
| | an 
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and all manner of bodily el wedeios ton no farheſſſpletvil 
to be reckoned good for a man, than as they help on yſſ#i's 
higher ſpicicual good, as by chem we are ſupported whiſyſhÞ*tte 
wee are ſerving God, and as wes emploie chem 9 <2 
his Glorie , by putting them to thoſe ſeveral good ul ould 
Which he hath appointed us, By chis time, I hope, yuſſP cult; 
apprehend what ic is ] drive at, namelic, to manifeſt hoyſ'2®> 
inconſiderable your loſſes are, char yon may value theaffſ theſ 
accordinglie. You ſee of whar nature, andin what 
thoſe things are which you have parced with , at whaof"%) © 
= diſtance chey ſtand from your happineſs, 

ow lictle reference they have thereto: And that 
ther you conſider your bappineſs as now begun , 
you are in the way co it hereafrer ro be enjoied. 
yen here on earch » the 200d man who lives in the 
and love of his Maker, bee the only happie man, 
then ares you rhe unhappier for having loſt ſome, lf"! 
ſuppoſe ic were all of choſe worldly things you polle@}F": ge 
And what reaſon have you to comp/ain or grieve ? wk 
I hope, you have loft nothing of God, nor the Graca 
his Spirit, wherewith you were inricht 3 nathing of 
Spiricual wiſdome and affeQions, of your faith, and 
and zeal for his Glorie : Theſe Goods, I hope, 
burnt. It was not ſure in the power of che flames, # 
raging as they were, to reach to your ſouls, and buray 
their furnicure: That which was God: building with F® 
you is not conſum'd, nor his image upon you defacuF 
And if your choiſeſt treaſures , che having of which at 
. alone enrich you, be ſav'd , may you not with mucheikeſf* 
Jer go your Jumber, of a far [2\s value ? Are you norfiil 
«5 holie,humble, an1 heavenlic asever you were ? Andf 
fo, Idare affirm it, you are never the worſe for all you 
loſſes, What a wre:ched,creature elſe would you male 
man, ifhis happinzſs hung as . looſe abour him , asbi 
riches and all external things do? This would __ 
bleml 


oo 
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94.4 the Divine Prong as if he had pur the af- 
| rairs of man, the nobleſt of all inferiour Beings, into no 
Wheccer a ate than of a Bruir, nay, worſe by far : For as 
I tis earthly enjoiments are of a much greater extent, ſo 
Ewoculd be be more obnoxtous to hurts and dangers. 'Tis 
"peculiar to him robe concern'd for an eftare, for repura- 
jov, for Wives and Children, &c. and if to be depriv'd 
f theſe would undo him, then the waves might ſwallow 
p his happineſs , and Fhieves rob him of ity fire, and * 
ir $02 ocher accidents conſume ir, The {landerer mighe 
| it, ficknel(s prey upon it , andthe grave burie it; 
wd which ſeems worſe chan all che reſt, our lives would 
acontinual corment, upon apprehenſion cf the uncer 
ie of theſe things, and through the fore-rhoughes ard 
gof being Rripr of chem, when as a Bruic is free from 
& ſears, and from moſt of the evils that occaſion 
| ben : Moreover, men would hence bee drawn to think, 
, the bleſied Ged hath dealt enviouſteand ſparinglie 
his creatures , in thar neicher all, nor the moſt are 
' lleof rifing to be happte,If ic conſiſt in wealth, honors 
” the like : Wherefore,they to whom they were never 
in or from whom they are at any time raken,wil be en» 
fo hard and evil thoughts of God, whoſe Providence 
orders che courſe of things. Bur bleſſed be our heaven® 
i Father, he hath dealt more bounteouſlie with us than 
44 $& and hath nor caſt us into any ſuch neceſſitie of being 
© Fiſerable, through diſcontentedneſs with our portionand 
Rancie a9ainſt his will ; bur hath made our happi- 
afepes of thax nature , rhar whoever is trulje willing may 
chroir, and none can he depriv'd of it 2gainf his 
diffnll; which is a priviledge wherein no creature on earth, 
of bde man, is a ſharer, *Tis ncthing elſe but wicked- 
eels, whichis alwaies a wilful ching, char can poſſibly 
ww us. All aflitions be they never ſoſharp, do but 


- Face our Skin, not pierce our ſouls, They do- bur ar che 
wu mo? 


moſt break the Cabinet, che Jewel is ſafe and whaly 
When as the effe&s of fin are like choſe of lightning, 


cret, but molt certainly pernicious , melcing the Sword Wc 
whil'ſtthe Scabbard's untouchc, breaking che bone,whidhnc 
the fleſh is unchang'd,chus doth ic deſtroy the ſoul,whiif|ſonad!: 
the body ſeems to remain in go2d plight. Every creaurſ$o"7 hc 
hath ſome ſuch perfe&ions proper to its own nature Yo! 
that the having thereof cauſerh chem ro be reputed goed Wsthe 4 
* as being agreeable ro their own kinde , and fir for chyfieb4th 
uſe they are defien'd ro. Thus che Horſe that hubfſ* ſou! 
frengrh or ſwifcneſs , ficting him for che ſervice hee iÞ* 5" 
put to, is a good Horſe ; and chough ſometimes he wyſt* 3 
o 


be ſer out wich a fine Saddle, and gaudy Trappingt 
he's never che worſe , if conſidered as an Horſe , 
theſe are taken off him : And nomore is a man ford 
loſs of any external things which belong co him , fu ſe t 
isnot in theſe that hisexcellencie, as hee is a man{/Q by 
filts, nor was that the end of his Creation, that he " he { 
enjoy them. What, does it add any thing to higgelſ*s: 
proper worth, to be cloxth'd in gorgeous and coſtly myo 
or to have ſtore of monie lying in his cheſts,or to liven B 
brave houſe, with a deal of pomp and atrendance, (i 
deliciouſlie everie day , having high ticles and heal 
confer'd upon him > What's all chis to the worth of WE 
man ? Theſe tell what he has,not what he 1s, Higscloney® 7 
and his honſe, and monie may bee good, whil'ft hee hf”'s '" 
felf is ftark naught, Such things as theſe , which 
here ro day, and gone rombrrow, and are of ſolirtlerf® non 
ference to him whil't chey ſtay , can they berrer or 
vance him ? wichout queſtion they cannot. For | 


weez not finds thoſe who abounded with them , han 
nothing elſe ro commend them, term'd no better, un! 
Janguage of Scripture,thanDogs and Swine,ſuch com 
the ſocterie and portion of Devils is threarned and 
totred ? When as holy men thongh defticure of all of 


nattefes, by the ſentence of God himſelf, who beſt 

2s the worth of his creatures, are (11%d_ happy, ho- 
ourable,bleſſed,and the only excellent ones upon earth, 
ind if Holineſs be che peculiar excellency of the rea- 
zable creacure, then the loſs of this only is his ruine ; as 
Kar horſe or any other beaſt, is then ſpoiled when he hath 
urs Woſt his abiliry for ſervice ; and as the loſs of limbs or life 
_ {the deftruRion of che body : Even thus doth fin, where 
hath ics full force and operation, wound and murder 

| ſoul ſo far as it's capable of dying : For the death of 
» Je Soul, 15 1rs final Ceparture from God , and it's en» 
ade againſt him , which 1s far worſe than any other 
kh or annihilation thai can befall ic , as wee may un 
#nd even by the body it ſelf, for which ro draw our 

& upon the wrack , or in any ſuch hke rorments, is 

ſe than to be {lain out-right ; and that miſerable life 
Ymalt properlie be call'd a lingring death, according 

he ſaying, viea new” eft vivere ſed valere, But it isno 

+ Mrofles nor loſſes, nor any thing that lights upon what is 
hourthe ſoul that can infli& this miſerie upon it; no- 
Sings 1 ſay, but irs voluntary declining from that holy 
wherein God would have itlive , to the ſordid 

nib waies of wickedneſs, May we nor fitly allude to 

words of Chriſt,concerning that which defiles rhe man, 

lark 7. 15. There ts nahing from without a man, that en- 

ng into bim, can defile bim : Int the things which ceme out 
him , theſe are they which defile the man, And moſt 
monſirarive Is the reaſon there given, ver/. 19, Be« 

aſe what be receives from without, entreth net into £5 keart , 

into the belly, and goeth ont into the draught , purging all 

azs. So neither can affliction endamage the ſoul , 

ice it enters not intoit, bur falls upon ſome external 
bing, and ſo ſlides away, But thoſe evil things which 

ome from within , ſuch as are inftanc't in ny 22s 

vil honghts, adulterjery fornjrations, murders, thefts, crve- 


renſneſs > 


 tnfadl;, theſe efile the = "And theſe are the thi 
which A + im 3 fo: the defilement of the ſoulyg 
deſtruction. Take it, Sirs, for a molt unqueſtiog 
eruch, chat to have anexceſlive love for worldly chingy,j 
much more hurcful than nor to have the things < 
ſelves ; ro burn in ſuch inordinace afﬀfeRions to & 
is worſe for you by far, than co have chem alt burnt w 
for this [acrer is bur like the firing of ſome poor Car 
and out-buildings , which in time of war is oft dong, 
purpoſe for the Jefence and ſafety of the forrifiedCh 
wien as the former 1s like a fire which che Enemy hai 
kindled inche very hearc of the Cicy ir ſelf, &: 

Smce then your chief happineſs, as you are mea 
Chrittians, is plac'r fo far our of the Sphere andht 
influence of all external accidents , that the vor 
them can do no more co leflen orinrerrupr ic , howy 
reaſonable is it to be mach dejeted for bur a lird 
vance ? Or waat a (ordid (p'ric is that man wha'l 
lament the loſs of his dung, or ſome ſorry crifle, 
his houſe is well R11'd wich | 00ds, and his Coffers.m 
money? And no more reaſon h1th he to be caſtde 
having his hands empcied of all his earchlic ſubf c 
whoſe heartis fill'd with the more ſubBantial bedvali 
Treaſure of Grace and Goodneſs, 

Yer after all, 1 am afraid leaſt moſt of my 
ſhould rake what | have ſaid for meer Naka 
co be framed into Principles, to guide them inchetryr 
Riſe, and in their judgements of hings, Hardlie will: 
be perſwaded that riches, the Diana whom not any pay 
cular Country onlie , bur che whole world wor(luppe 
who may number mors Voraries and Matryrs than 6 
trueGo1; rhatrheſe are of ſo lictle conſequence, 
folictle conducing to make a man happie. Bur yer[n 
well hop? for bercer enterrainmenc from you char Þ 
beenenl'ighrned co behold ſuch a beautie and lore 


pit ; 


ſplriu2l things, as hath in ſome 'g00J meaſure abared 
refteemof all chings elſe, And the better yet to 
clear and ſettle your apprehenfions, 1 would defire yon 

W bur accenclic ro confider your own Nature , whether 
you bear not ſomething abour you berter than fleſh and 


lll 100d » and-whecher che gratifying and advancing of this 
OE Noble(t pare be nor moſt your intereſt'; and how far 
A ahlic chings, which are of a narure ſodiſtant from ir, 
an be ſerviceable co rhis chd? Confider moreover, what 
Mr is which you muſt live-upon for ever, and then think 
Sahecher ſuch kind of actdinmencs as make the neareſt 
—Kgvcoach thereco, and are the very beginning of it, ought 
x racher cobe Ril'd your happineſs, than ſuch as are 
wice of another kind , and will chen be whollie uſeleſs. 
Monſider alſo what kind of men they are to whom ordi- 
"Ewilic che target ſhare of theſe chings is allotred ; how 
© Wlofdels, Idolaters, and the profane wretches abound 
PUBerenich ; and remember how licrle of chem Chriſt him= 
wet and his moſt Nobleſt Foitowers enjoyed; and yer 
FOeir whac Paul in the: name of the reſt tells us , Thar 
p lt chey were as poor, they made many rich ; whilſt 
/ ſeemed'ro have nothing , they poſſe all thingy, 
WCor,6.10. Think what were the riche: they conferr'd, 
had what were the al! chings they poſfeſt, and ſee whe» 
Bherchey confirm not what I have ſaid. Furthermore, 
ſerve what language Scripture gives to theſerhinge, 
i WBthey would be any part of mans felicity , and how e- 
| Beregard ic commands us to have for chem, Call co 
Y PalBrind alſo what you uſe to call chem your ſelves in your 
PPSayers and ferious diſcourſe , ſhadoxs, craſh, bubbles, and 
in Waity; and I would hope you think of then as you' 
©, Bibek, and will be affected rowards chem bur as ſuch 
© | 0Btings deſerve, And laftty, take notice what their grear- 
x WR lovers chink and ſay 'of chem , when chey have had 
ole Iy the 
pes be 
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the beſt they could ger, 12nd are abour ro leave than © 
Lay bur ul theſe conſiderations together, which _ But 
vitie ſake I only mencion » and argue thence how lit 
of true happineſs conſiſts in the having of them, 
bow liccle hure is done, and therefore how little canſed 
mourning given by cheir removal, 

And ler me farcher add; as very Notions as theſe ny,” 
ſeem, whoever he be chac is nor ſo thorowlie perſmdeif 
of their truth asto frame his apprehenſions, and regulueſ”- 
his afeRionsconformablie thereco , is never ordingileſs””> 
like co live any ocher than an unquier, diſcontemed, ilit; 
therefore miſerable life ,, be ic liccle or much hack 
bach, 'Tis a moſt crue ſaying of an excellent: Hext 
Moralifſt, thatthere are puniſhments, as ic were , by 
trreverſible Law, appoinced for thoſe , who.in a cont, -- 
digion to the Divine Order andeſtabliſhment of chi )b 
conceive too great an Opinion and love for any wotldyſhy. 
macters, which puniſhments ariſe out of the very box 
of their vicious affeRionse Far ſuch(ſairh he) (ball be 
vious, covetous flatrerers; rhey ſhall be caſt inco innud 
diſturbances, and break out inro womaniſh lamenarl, 
ons. And was it needful , I might ſhew by many iaf 
ces our of ſome of the moſt rational and ſober Haley _ - 
thens, chat they by che very light of Nature and ſtrenghifc, 
of reaſon, diſcovered as much as I have aflerred, tuff... 1. 
Humane Felicity depends not upon things exceruldf;c 
Though I confeſs few of chem (ſo far as I can lem 
could relt much of our future perfe& happineſs, 
cherefore wanted ſufficient Morives to recom Mats v 
conrempt of the world , and the like difficult duries iffp4, 1 © 
their kearers: This they lefc for Chriflianiry ro do, whidify;y ... 
hath fully done ir , revealing to us a tare of Etendifg. --- 
Bliſs purchaſt by Jeſus Chriſt for all his faichful ſervawY,; 
— may afterward particularly ferch ground @jx. ,,.. 

oſt. y 


dered 
are 
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n, But you may remember Irold you , thar if you cot» 
lered your ſelves as in the Way tochis glory , your af- 
irsare in never the worſe poſture; caking your preſenc 
Weopineſs to confiſt in working out your ſalvation, in 
Sercing meer for, and making ſure of che Heavenly In- 
ritance (as indeed ic does) it's no whit prejudiced by 
he troubles you have undergone, And cis plainly ep- 
Seirs from what hath been ſaid defore : If you have loft 
SVWathing of your Grace, you are never the farther from 
Joie: If char be but ſecure, as ſmall x Rock as you 
ike left you of other goods, you may drive on as quick 
ST rad: for Heaven as ever. You have loſt nothing of all 
it whereby you might purchaſe the favour of God , or 
entrance into the Kingdome he hath prepared - for it was 
"Wc for che rich, and honourable , and proſperous , (as 
Tich) bur for thoſe that /ove him chat he hath prepared it. 
"Me read, Pſa. 147. 19. That God delights net in the 
rength of an horſe , nor takes pleaſure in'the legs of a man. 
» more doth he in any other external accompliſhment; 
regards you never the more for your Wit of beauty, 
jour wealth or dignity 5 but Yer. 11, He rakes pleaſure in 
that fear bim, in thoſe that hope in his mercy. You may 
Ill cone as freely and boldly ro him as ever ; and may 
nd as hearty welcome. Some 'that once ſeem'd your 
ends, perhaps may now grow ſtrange , and make ſhie 
f you, for fear you ſhould rrouble chem; burbe of 
od chear, your God will not deal wich you thus, how 
& lover, be loves tothe end, He that choſe you , not be- 
fiuſe you were rich, will nor reje& you for being poor. 
de Lord of Glory , your dear Saviour and Husband, 
"Ifill not repent not be aſhamed of your Alliance, for a- 
"7 meanneſs char ybu may be reduc't co; he judges nor 
' Yi man does 5 nay, 'ris che mean and deſpiſed ones 6f 
the world for whom ordinarily he hath che moſt cenider 
teard + Nor many Mighty, not many Noble are called ; but 
Fz 
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or{d rich in faith, beir: f of TIF 


The Romiſh Uſurper, wich his gaping Officers ,. may, 

it, but Chriſt never will , nor hath be warranted theelff.z247 
thereto, or promiſed to ſtand to their bargains: He j 
vices all without money or price to ferch his milk wiſh: +; 
wine. You know what a terrible rebuke Simon " 9w 
had for thinking the gift of God mighc be purchaſed... F 
money : Ir was ſomething more precious rnan. (ilvernM ri) 
oold that purchaſt the incorruptible and never-fadinnMe.. c: 
hericance ; be ſure then a pare intr is not to be bale *cis 
with any ſuch baſe things. A willing , chankful acceyige i 
rance of ir, as the greateſt bleſſing that can be beſt; 0101 
is the great condition on your part required z this isjuefffgy, by 
ſelling all for that Pearl of Price : And *tislong of ſoneWeuts pt 
thing worſe than poverty,if any man bave not chis. NeeWicn nc 
I bid you remember that your money 1s no currant Callie mucl! 
in the other world, por would beſlead you any you 6 
there. The Judicature ereed in the Heavens aduniifte dif; 
neicher of bribes nor fees. Gert a good Cauſe and. _ 
are well enough, bur withour that all che Gold in chel-hew Rt: 
dirs can neither purchaſe a Pardon,nor a Reprieve; tizeſmy, anc 
will then be no diflin&ion berwixt the rich and che pxceBfhill (ec 
the Honourable and the mean ; .allche difference that ing hi 
made will be betwixt the godly and the ungodly, ons pa 
ſhall accordingly be diſpoſed to the right hand of ind we 
lefr, tobleſledneſs or woe. And if all chis be ſo (as coarffMerch? 
1s nothing more certain ) how licrle reaſon have you uiſmift out 
judge your ſelves in a worſe ſtate chan formerly , ot 8Trading 
grieve as if you were ſo ? Whar, Sirs, is this nothing uieeply ; 
your eſteem , chat you may have acceſs ro Godast ; 
ly, and hear fromhim as frequently, and converſe miſe 

him as intimately and lovingly asever you did, and hatifbls dur: 


the ſame libercy for cranſaCting with him the i” 
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waſh i, + A 
Fairsof your Immortal Souls ? Isthis nothing, did 1 ſay ; 
y;isnotthis in a manner all ? Does nor this priviledge 
Which is yer contiriued, contain init all ochers that are a- 
Way whic cotifiderable? In'chat you may Rill purſue the 
ear buſineſs of your lives as advantageouſly asever,and 
rry on all your deſigns upon the Caleftial Kingdome 
th as 200d ſucceſs. If indeed you had been ſent into 
e world togacher wealth, and leave it ro your Chil- 
d 3 thar you mighe raiſe greac families which ſhould 
wriſh when you were dead and gone, you had now 
a ſadly caſt back , and lictle bercer than quire broke 
id *cis no wonder if they take chemſelvesro be ſo who 
| ide this cheir chief end, Bur if your buſineſs here be, 
"Oo olorific and pleaſe him that created and redeemed 
hou, by an holy fruicful converſation, and ro ger your 
wls prepar'd for an higher bliſs, (which I hope you que- 
Mion not bur it is) chen, 1 ſay, you may follow ic on with 
much courage, and to 2s good purpoſe, as ever former- 
yy you did, wichour check or hindrance by this or any the 
ke diſafter, Now what a ridiculous thing would it be 
punced, for a General co be daunted for the loſs of a 
Rragling Souldiers, whilt che Main Body of his Ar- 
y, and all things neceſſary to carry on the War, ate 
fl ſecure ? Or for a Marriner to ſtand weeping for ha- 
urine his Ship ſomewhar wearher-beaten and defac'r , as 
Ions painting and fineneſs, whilſt it's ill as ſufficienc 
id well- firced for his Voyage as before ? Oc for arich 
rchant co lamenc ſome ſuch crivial loſs as 1s ſcarce 
miſt our of his Rock, nor is any hindrance to his greac 
ding > Why chen (hould che fincere Chriſtian be ſo 
keply affeRed with thoſe occurrences which need be no 
WYerco him in his journey , and which leave him never rhe 
Wes capable of mannaging his chiefe(t Trade for invici- 
Il8 durable riches? So thar, I hope, I have clear'd the 
th of my Poſition, paſt all demal or doubting , and 
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have made ic to appear, that you have receiv'd no co 
derable dicadvancage by any effeAs of rhe Fire; x 
cherefore.it is a very reaſonable exhorration , that ye 
ſorrow ſhonld bear proportion to the ground of it, wp 
not be exceſſive, when you have no cauſe, nor can{hg 
any reaſon, why it ſhould be ſos _ 7 

But ir's probable there may ariſe ſame ſuch Objegi 
in your breaft, as may ſomewhat delay your firmer aſk 
to what is ſaid ; rwoor three of which I ſhall ment 
and endeavour.to take out of your way , and ſo hafleny 
the next. | 

Obj.'1. Some may think with themſelves , If rhuk 
indeed ſo, that the liſs of an eſtate ts a matter of ſo ſmalli 
portance, bow ccmes it to paſs then , that men bear it ſob 
vily ? Surely all are nv: Children and Fools, to mourn fur 
loin of Pins or Counters, wher:fure , how can we but thi 
the . they loſe of mire worth than ſo, except me nil 
ewe the generality of men of extream Clildiſhneſſe and 1 
ly? 

If chis Rick any thing with you, for your ſatisfadiigy 
I would in one word adviſe you, ſoberly toconfidad 
that hath been ſaid, roevince how very little, or juf 
thing, a great eftate contributes rothe happineſs of nat; 
and if you can indeed make it our to your own impanill 
thoughrs, thar this aſſertion is falſe, and the argume 
brought to prove it fallacious, and can manifeſt the « 
ctrary by fironger reaſons, you ſhall have my frees 
ſcnt to rejett it : Burif you are not able to do thug, 
can rationally contradi& the former diſcourſe , jul 
your ſelyes, whether the example even of the mah 
of the greateſt, or of thoſe whom the world cou 
the wiſeſt, ought co weaken your aflenc ro a plain, un 
niable truth. I :ffirm nothing bur what the Word 
God himſelf, the Profeſſions of all Chriſtians, the fir 
eſt Reaſon, and che Wricings of wiſel? Heathens willt 
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well warranc, and che convittions of almoR all ; one 

A Nasc ocher, yield a ſuffrage ro: What then have we 
uy i» do wich che examples of frail men, under the power 
WY of their paſſions, how many ſoever they be > May I noc 
with 48 much-reaſon demand , If it be true what So/omm 
Bf faies of the vanity of all che worldlings Idols ; and whar 
Dividfaies, that men diſquier themſelves in vain, whilſt 
they are heaping up riches ; and what a greacer than either, 
even our Lord himſelf, cells us, That owr life conſiſts not 
is the abundance of shoſe things which me poſſeſs ; how then 
comes to pals, that the mott are ſo eager and inſatiable 

i their defires afrer them, ſo conſtant and unwearied 
” win cheir labours coacrainchem? Is this becanſe God and 
” prod men ſpeak worſe of the world chan it deſerves > Or 
Ybecauſe the moſt are careleſs and inconfiderate , and 
think becrer of It than ic is, purſuing the common courſe, 
without examining the reaſon , or foreſeeing the end of 
it? and ſoin a blinde zeal, making that cheir Idol which 
ey ſee ſo many adore ; they follow it with the ſame 
care and love, asific was indeed their God and happi- 
WJ neſs: which I know you'l granc to bee a very groſs mi- 
fake ; And yer, as bad asicis , from this very ſame mi- 
Sfike, proceeds that unſeemly and exceſſive ſorrow , 
which you behold in choſe from whom the things of the 
FS world are withdrawn. Whil' they keprthem, they ler 
our their hearts upon , and rejoyc't inthem , andeven 
leſt themſelves in their enjoyment of chem , as if chey 
would abide with them, and make them happy for ever : 
thw then can ir otherwiſe bee , bur that when they are 
remov'd, they ſhould wring cheir hands and tear their 
hearcs with grief, as being depriv'd of chat 1n che frut- 
tion, whereof chey cook all the ſatisfaRion and joyrthey 
hid, and from which they had expeRations of ſome- 
"vF thing berrer than ever yet they had found > Who, chat is 
WY of theſe carnal principles , can poſſibly bear up _ 
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the interruption of this comfore, 'the fruflrarion of then, 
hopes ? Yer this weak carriage of theirs, tells uy 
whar the worth of the world. was , but-what kinds 
falſe apprebenſions they had of ic , and bow great a4 
pendanee they bad upon ir, Though it bee bur, an 
chat's carried away , yer if Micah have taken ir fork 
God, what wonder if he follow after che men whoſ 
bim of it, witha deal of lamentacton and noiſe, | 
which he would never ceaſe, bur that he perce.ves they 4 
roo ſtrong fer kimy Judge 18.2.4, 26. Even theſe areſons 
of thoſe ſorrows with which , the Apofile rells us, heythe 
c:wet after money, de pierce themſelves thorough. 

Bur pethaps you'l cell me, that not only the covere 
who are Idolaters, but even-good men chemlelves ſee 
very unable to bear the lohng or leſſening of their eftux 
and are more concern'd for them , than if they were 
no greater value than I ſpeak of, and therefore henelſſi 
you conclude, that it's warrantable, or however un 
voidable, to have a deeper ſenſe of their departure! 
I ſeem ro allow. 

To which I anſwer , 

(1) Icisnot the example of men, what ever they, 
but the Word of God , that muſi bee your dire&ioonli 
rule co guide you in all your apprehenſions and belkin 
our : And you know well encugh what this tells youd 
the World , and how you ought to Rand affeRed tory 
wherher it ſmile or frown; that you ſhouldnot, s 
riches encreaſe , ſet your hearts upon them , lealt wheat 
waſte, your comfort ſhould do ſo roo, And 

(2 ) Since you infilt on example , how many inſta 
ces doth Scripture afford of good men, who arriv'd 8 
lucha conſtancie of minde , and indifferencie to 
Worldly concerns, rhat no varietie of eſtate ,. no coll 
herein could ſhake or much ditturb them ? D.vid ms 
ina far worſe condition, inall appearance , than) 


—__ , 
£ teduc'tto, even when Ziklag , the City where hee 
lc, yas burnt, bis Goods and his Wives taken by che 
pemy; 2nd more than all this , the people ſpake of 
onipg- him, yet when he was chus greatly diſtreſſed , be 
raged himſelf in the Lord his God, ©s ta when he 
s nor only depriv'd of his poſſeſſions, bur his Chit- 
nco0 ; yer from a conſideration , that the-ſame God 
zhad taken away , firſt gave; him all, atd that hee 
oeftaſt revurn naked tothe Grave , as he came our of the 
Womb, calmlie concludes with Bleſſed be che name of the 
d. And ifhee afterwards diſcovered any rouch- of 
pacience , it was when many other afflitions beſides 
povertie lay hard upon him , and embigered his ſpi«= 
Does nor Paul alſorell us, that hee had /earnt to 
tas well as toabound, and in what ever ſtate he nas,there- 
ub to be content ? And that wee might not only admire 
Wis excellenc frame in him', bur riſe up to1t our ſelves z 
tells us how he came by ic, through Chriſt ſtrengthning 
, ic was, that he could do all theſe things, Others we 
ad of, chat took joyfnlly the ſpoiling of their Goods,count« 
all chings but droſs and dung ſo they might win Chriſt, 
d Church Hiftory makes mention of -multitudes of 
allanc Spirits, both inthe Primitive and latter times , 
ar manifeſted che ſame low eftcem of the World. And 
they could take ic joyfully , ro have cheir Goods ſpoil'd 
x Gods ſake, may nor you take ir patiently to have them 
jl'd by his hand?For may nor their examples,who were 
famous for their holineſs and wiſdome, beſt inform 
bu of what value rhe world is, and convince you » that 
patience and indifferency of minde y» which 1 am 
ling upon you, is no impoſſible thing, Laſtly, Grant- 
0 Wis that you ſee ſome , who may yer bee good men 
roller the main , that by their carriage contradidt theſe ex» 
wples, yer may I not rake liberty to ſay , that this is 
n Jt a defect of their goodneſs, and therefore no way 
ar 


T , 
for your imicarion, Tf David himſelf bevin to 


thoughts of God, as if he hadforgocren tim, | 


aickly corre&himſelf, and acknowledge, Thivy Jack. 


firmity , Pſal. 77. 10, The plain cruth is, the 
£00 prone tobgxinfluenc't upon , by the commone 


of che mulcitude 4bouc them , and being bur a few | %*! 


hardly bear up againſt che mighty tream of pop 
nions, and corrupt praRices that flow from themy 
are ready to be born down, as menthart are over 
by a far greater number of contrary voices, 


partly from examples without, and partly fromcheif | 


inclinations of a-carnal principle within, not wholly 
dued, many even of che better ſort, walk like mn, 
the Apoſtles phraſe , and haſtily rake up ſome of 
rules whereby the common ſort are gevided, without 
Ari& examination which in ſuch macrers is requiſke. 
therefore having roo much the ſame conceits of ric 
eaſe, and repuration in the world , char their c 
Neighbours þave, when they meer with any croſsin 
things, chey fhew their weakne(s in grieving muc 
as others do. Though,bleſſed be God,cheſe very ti 
bad as they are, yeild us, | hope, many inſtances 
who are arriv'd ro a more exalred and Chriftu 
Spiric. But what if there were fewer , yea, none 
what ground have you to plead againſt your duty? 
you are perſwaded to noching bur whar is poſſible, 
is reaſonable and highly advancageous, as I may (| 
non. Wherefore labour with all your might , toc 
your ſelves of a[l thoſe falſe opinions, which yout 
and daily converſe wich a multicude of ignorant, 
ly men may have poſſeſt you with , and coo deeply 
ed you in. Eſpecially beware of efteeming Gd 
Evil , according ro their reckoning : for miſtake 
will produce a warld of inconveniencies, and una 
bly caſt you into great perplexities and diſordeth 
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\pce yau think every thing to bee Good for you z which 
_ Meaſesþ the fleſh » and thar co be Evil , which makesir. 
are ,.. or any way croſſerh irs incereft - ( which is the 
ement of che moſt ) ic's next to impoſſible char you; 
ould paſs your lives wich any crue peace and quiex.. 
<5 they that will be focliſh-and miſerable , bes: 
ule they ſee the moſt are ſo, as (hey are very little ca- 
ible of Counſel, ſo they do as lictle deſerve pitty. 
ObjeR.. 2. Bur again ſome may ſay, That they are now 
Pa ro ſuch ſtraits y, . thar of neceffg they m {ow their 
Wing! more cle than they were wont., ;and ſo have not the 
leiſure for the Service of God , nor axe ſo:capable of do- 
works of charity 4s formerly , and therefore they cannot but 
themſelves in 4 much warſe condition by this Calamity ? 
To.which I anſwer, Your greate& bukineſs and incer« 
} ls cocomport with che Providence offGod , inthas 
eand condition wherein bee ſees fic to place you , 
| ro perform the Guey proper ro that eſtate, And 
nefore as to your neceſſity of diligent labour , . you 
d not be griev' 


: 


datit: For 
(1) So far as God hath made ic neceſſary , and ſo 
48 you are taken nptherewith,co that end, and in that 
ner which hee hath appointed, even theſe your 
whours ſhall bee an acceprable Service to him. 


{ 2 ) Doth he require of yon any ſuch Attendance up- 
the duties of —__ » asis ordinarily inconſiſtent 


your lawful and neceflary callings. Itisno more 

gduty of a poor man to ſpend ſo much time in heatr- 

g, reading, or praying , as would hinder him for pro- 

ding for his Family, than it is of a ſick man robee (0 
th exerciſed therein, as would endanger his life. 

(3) May not the diligence you are put upon in your 
lloymenrs, prove an advantage to you, in ſecuring 
from idleneſs, and the temptations and miſchiefs char 

& begotten by it ? (4) How-. 


| \ £90),, 
4. "However you are nor Sage diſabled for they 
ef aid moſt ſubRancial vital ducies of Reliviot'; fly 
you ſhould nat have tim? co hear br read ſo mud} 
formetly, yer, I hope, you may love God and your thyſ*90! 
thet #5 much as ever ; and be as much in che exercig{Jv 
Faith, parience, hutilicy, and all other graces of the olſÞ1 


rit; and incheſe ic is, che Life of 'Religion motti 
lies, . q HV 
And laſtly, ſees that' ybu d6 but keepup yor 


« 
. 


and affeHionsfor'ekrernal'dutiey', and you will findy 


ſelves'nor ſo fifained'of cime'; be' yolt implt 
wharrhizy will 3 *þnc you will have' leifure for the 
formmancg of them ſo far as God hath engaged yc 


co; Hr ſhall you find rhis performance” any ſuch 


drance to your buſineſs in the world, as carnal me 


wont ro imagine. Keep your hearcs heavenly, zvdext 


ly 'imptoyments wilt be no prejudice to you ; ſpend 


id{lely, and you may redeem time for Gods ſervice,yi 


out any prejudice ro your imployments, 


And as for your incapacity of relieving the neak | 
cous; the ſame anfwer in 2 manner may (hew , this 


cher upon this account have you much ground of n 
ble, 


* For x. So far as Cod by his Providence hath dilatk 


you for works of Charity, he requires them not at 
bands; nor will blame you for for doing them , no ax 
than a lame man ſhall be blamed for not walking, 
2, Every condition hath irs proper duty , and 
contentednels in a low eſtate will be as accepradle 


God, as your liberalicy when in an higher,and more pk 


taful - 


3» You my, notwichſtanding your poverty, main 


a charitable ſpiric : your hearc may be as large , the 
your eſtate isnor ; andif itbeſo, you ſhall be 1 


racleſs regarded nor rewarded by God. Whar we it 


d the 


hey : 
do m1 


1+ 
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So the Goſpel of the Width ”_ may inform us, thac 
ow F Cee hoy ME able, and earreſily defire 16 
Wo more , ſhall be reckoned amongft the greaceſt Bene= 
"Rors, and dealt with as. ſuch ;--orherwile ic. would go 
By | wich the belt of men, /fince a Perer himſelf may ſome® 
mes truly ſay, Silver and Gold have I nane. SET 
"28 3. You bad need tolook well to your hearts that they 
xceive you not in this caſe 3 ſor ſo much of diſcontene- 
on find in the abſence of riches, ſo much ſelfiſhneſs 
re is in the deſire of them , ſince that. proceeds ras 
r from a love tothe things themſelves, than from any 
pd co glorifie God with them. -For if this be that you 
z at, Why do you not glorifie him by acquieſcipg in hig 
hovidence chat hath remov'd chem ? You may beſt diſ- 
rthis, by reflefting upon your c:rriage in the daieg 
W your proſperity ; for rhey who did not then improve 
r ERacesfor God, defire them back again , its to be 
ar'd, for their own ends rather than his glory ; bur if 
w were ſo wile as to honor God with. your ſulſt ance 
hilſt you enjoyed ir , this may be abundant ground of 
gation to ycu in the want of it, 
For 4. You are to conhider that you are but Stewards 
thegifrs of God, whoſe buſineſs it is to keep a falth-= 
accounc, and make a diligent improvement of what» 
r Talents you receive ; and therefore you muſt whol- 
leave it to your Lords pleaſure what you ſhall have, 
Show long it ſhall remain jn your hands: Why ſhould 
ſervant be concern'd how much flock his Maſter al- 
$ bim co Trade with? Be ir liccle or mach, whar's the 
ference to him, ſo he be but careful and faithful in 
at he's entruſted with ? Nay, laſtly, if in good earneſt 
regard your ſelves bur as Stewards of all you pot» 
that muſt be accountable for the ſame , merhinks ic 
—%dbe bur liccle trouble ro you to have your charge 
$9 ucden leflened, Certainly its eafter ro give an ac- 


cOunte 
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count of « ſmall Eftate thin a greac one , whatever (g's 
may think of che micrer. And though we ſhould refy 
nopains fer our Maſters ſervice, yer ſo far as he think 
to eaſe us, we have no reaſon to wp ener atit, © 

Objef. 3. Some again may cell me ( which is che 
ObjeRion I ſhall here take notice of ) Thar the «ffi 
they have mer with, have occaſioned their repining 4nd dify 
rent, and caſt them into great deſpondencies and dittruſti, 
therefore (according to my own arguing) have bee 
carding burtful to them, and givin them very great cab 
ſadnef, 

In anſwer whereto: 1. 1 grant, that' fin indeed & 
hurr to any ſoul where its enterrain'd , atid brings 
wich it juſt ground of ſorrow ; and fo far wy 
have given way to ſinful paſſions, you have cauſe fork 
Miliacion, which you are chiefly ro manifeſt, by eqx 
youring to repel and baniſh them from your breaſt, 
not 200n overwhelming your ſelves with one gtief 
cer another , upon precence of repenting for the 
mer. 

2. Bur pray you fee that you paſs your Cenfur 
fight, and then you'l eafily find , that ic is not ef 
dealings with you, bur of your own unſairablecun 
under chem, that you have ground to complain. \ 
ever diſtempers of mind you have been caſt into, 
have not ſo much proceeded from any outward cu, 
from your own weakneſs and miſapprehenſtons, « 
wiſe the ſame cauſe would produce the fame effe&it 
but you know there are many inftances of ſuch whel 
undergone more than ever you did, wichour any ſuc 
fturbances in their breaſts, or ircegularicy in cheir | 
VIOUT. : 

Yea, laſtly, So far have Gods Providences beet! 
cauſing the diftempers which may now appear, thatt 
have rather tended cocheir removal, by diſcovering 
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ichwere bred before , bur lay more ſecret and un- 
ered rill this occaGon. You will nor ſay ,. thar- chi 
wchſtone makes che Gold bad, whil ic (bews that is 
{\Nor do wars and dangers make men Cowards , bue 
feſt fome to be ſuch. In time of proſpericy the hearc 
en ſecretly cleaves to the Creature, and yet is ſcarce 
Red to do ſo » bur when adverfity comes and be- 
ves it of irs Darlings, then doth this immoderate 
+break' our into immoderate grief; as change of 
tſomerimes irs up thoſe humors which before lay 
in the body. Whilſt the world was flowing in upon 
thoſe ſpiritual diftempers were hatche and nous 
; Which may moſt of all ſhew chemſelves upon ics 
p out, Theexceſs of Creature-love ( which poſſeſ. 
us ſooneſt when the W orld ſmiles moſt upon us ) is 
corrupe Fountain whence choſe many bitter ttreams 
unruly paſſions flow y as love to God 1s the Source 
Ipring of all other holy affeions, Ficly may ic 
id of | you that ſtand mourning over the Funerals of 
ard comforts , what the Jens (aid of Chrift when he 
a over Lazarns's Grave, Behold bow they loved them. 
indeed the love we bear to children or friends , is 

ſo much felt or expreſt as at their Funerals, 

bicrer and paſfionate lamentcations which David 
8 for eAbſalom, 2 Sam. 18. 33. dovery plainly re- 
whac kind of affe&ions he had for him- But now 
not Alſaloms death, nor Joabs hand char flew him, 
eſs the Providence that permicred both, which was 
gccus'd as the cauſe of all this ſorrow, but his own 
eſs which he had formerly concraced for this beau- 
Son 3 for when this was away , he could bear che 
of a Childe with another kind of manlinefs: Ic 
fiat then, Oh my Sonymy Son, wonld God 1 had died for 
Oc. Bur now be ts dead, wherefore ſhould 1 faſt ? Canl 
im back again ? I ſhall go t6 bim, but be ſhall not re- 


\ n { 94) . | 
turn to me, 2 Sam. 13.23. Since then this breakigg 
of: the corruptions you complain of, does bur 
was before in your hearts, may you not look upogj 
an advantage to have ſuch an inſight into your ſelves 


ſhall ſhew anon)'and ſo entertain the Providence wiitſen; 


hath helpr you co ir, racher with thankfulneſs than 
muring, making ſo good an improvement thereof-ay 
- firted an { deſ1gned for, \ 
3+ Bur this brings m2 ro a third Conſideration, 
may work you to a very willing ſubmiſſion to what 
hath laid upon you , in thar, if you are not Wang 
your ſelves, y»#r -fflickions may be ſo far (rom doing yu 
that they miy very much conduce to your good. And ii 
be ſo, it will be found moſt unreaſonable for yeuty 
them with heavinefs and diſconcent. What wouldy 
think of char man-who ſhould entercain courreſie 
repining at his Benefaor ? Now chat affli&ions ing 
ral arz-capable of bzing beneficial to thoſe that un 
erciſe] wich them , 1s molt commonly inculcatedi 
acknowledged, and may appear very plain to 
do bur conſider the expreſs promiſe of God, 
things: ſhall work together for good "to thoſe rhat low 
And the experience of Saints in former crimes, 
left it upon Record , that it, was good for them tole 
ed. Moreover, they are pronounced bleſſed »homuel 
chaFteneth, and teach:th out of his Law. We arerol 
he chtiſeth every Son whom he loverh, and char for 
fie, Heb.12.6.10, Yea, had we nothing elſe rogui 
bur our knowledge of the infinite wiſdome and ge 
of God, we might hence certainly and ſafely cont 
that in all his dealings wich his people he incends 
advanrage. Hath any thing happened to you but 
came from his will who is goodneſs ic ſelf , and'® 
ever doing good to ſuch as are in Covenant with 
You may bs ſure, he enviey you'nor your enjoy 
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cok them away as being coo good for you, bur a3 having 
ameching berter to beſtow in their room : Wherefore, 
chough you could not ar preſenc diſcern what thoſe be- 
xefirs are which God intends you by this ſharp Viſitati- 
20; yer you may reſt ſatisfied in this, that there is ſo 
qu rms inall his atings, and ſo much good defign- 
d co his people chereby, that 1f you were fully ac- 
nitinted therewith , and had all ehings ar your own ors 
ring , you would diſpoſe of them juſt as he hath done. 
id you ſee and know what God does, and had the ſame 
entions for the honour of his Name, and the good of 
bur own and others ſouls , you would, had ir been ar 
ur choice, have choſe all that's come to paſs, as terri- 
as it may now appear z and would freelie have con- 
need to a raging peſtilence, though your friends or fa- 
lies might be laid hold on thereby ; and to the burn- 
of London, though your own dwellings were within 
reach of the flames ? And ſhall nor chis reconcile you 
whatever God hach done amongſt us? I know nor 
at more you ſhould require for your ſatisfaRien , ex- 
we this be 4 crouble to youz that you are not made ac- 
inted with the ſecret and unſearchable defiens of the 
thighty in all his works of wonder , which are mani- 
ted in his Government of the world ; chat is, thar you 

e men, and not Gods. 
But yet aS to your own concern , you need not go far 
find our what benefic you may make of the preſenc 
ovidence , which-I (hall hinc in a few particulars: 
y by the way , let me firſt defire you tocall ro mind 
ut is before ſaid of che happineſs of man, that it con- 
& in his being made like ro God,in his loving, pleafing, 
d enjoying of him , partlie here, perfeAlie and eter- 
be bereafrer : Wherefore whatever promotes this his 
ef 200d,muft needs bs accounted ſo far good for him, 
ever it may appear in other reſpeQs, ſince che =_ 

G mu 
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' muſt be judged of, and denominated only from they 
ſpe& to the end, To lance a ſore cill wee ſmart, 
make for its healing, is good for the body. Ir { 
harſh uſage for poor creaturesthar are diſtrafted, tg 
confin'd to dark rooms , and ſometimes bound to 
beds, whipr, and tripe ſhort of food , yer if all this 
on their recovery , is it not to be lookr on as good 
them > Andas eafily may you apprehend , that whax 
rends to the weakning of Corruptions , and Rrengthy 
of your Graces , enables you to glorifie God, and 
you on in the way to Glory \, is fo much for youring 
that nothing elſe in the whole world could advate 
which conducerh not tomake you truly, and 1n God 
count, Better men , towhich end, your preſent ſuffen 
may greatly conduce. 
(2) As may firſt appear by what I formerly me 
oped, of the advantage they give you , for a thorey dif 
ry of the frame and temper of your 0wn Souls. Ne 
Grace nor Corruption are ever ſo well known, as wi 
trials. May you not now finde , that the world we 
nearerto your hearts than ycu imagined , by tx 
yon feel ar ics deparcure'; that you lean'd harder 
chan you thought of , by che ſhaking you have man 
when ic {lipr from you > May you nor perceive that 
much of the comfort of your lives did depend upot 
certain, carnal things, and ſo was it ſelf but vain 
carnal ? May you not finde more earthlineſs, | 
ence, and unbelief, than you before ſuſpeed rol 
in your breafts ? Now though to have theſe Cortu 
be matter of trouble , yer to diſcover them , in order, 
their cure, is a mercy. To have a Diſeaſe is a grief, 
to know It, we ſay, 1s the firſt Rep tohealth, Onet 
or other they mult be known ſo as tobe repenced of 
mortified, or elſe you were like tofare the worſe fall... 
certainly chen, the ſocner the Letter : for the I S. 
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vey ſhould lie conceal'd , rhe greater would bee their 


Aren2th and miſchief , and the difficulter their con- 


weſt, For this the Plalmiſtprates, P/al. 139. 23,24- 
and for this , I beleive, you have praid many a time 


that God would /e;rch and know your hearts, that is, make 
Mhem known co you , and now hee hath anſwered your 
prayer, This, Elibs cells us,is meet to be ſaid unto God 


a man under chaſtiſemenc , That which I ſee not, teac 
me; if [ have done iniquity, 1 will donomore. Fob 34. 
1,32. andtothe ſame purpoſe J«b 36.9,10. But on the 
her hand , if theſe crying Providences manifeſt yous 
zuls, chrough the Grace of God, to be in a more ſound 
d healthful cemper, ſo that you can chearfully ler g0 
jatever he hath cal'd for, and finde that there is no- 
hing you ſo vehemently deſire , as to comply with the 
hole will of God, and to be rendred up thereto ; rhat 
ne of his dealings move you to queſtion his truch or 
podneſs, to think hardly of himſelf, or meanly of his 


omiſes ;bur chat Ril your love co him is as great as ever, 
6d in his favour alone you can reſt abundantly ſatisfied, 
it be thus wich you, the very diſcovery of ſo bleſſed a 
tame, may be matrer of greater ſarisfaRtion, than the 
ſs of all rhings elſe,need be of crouble; geagl chis bee 


ut frame, you cannot be overmuch troubled with any 

ich loſſes. So that what ever your temper and behavi- 
ur is, there will be found great equiry in chis diſpenſs- 
If you bear ic heavily and impatiently, the greater 

ſeems was your need of ir, ſince chis proceeds from ſuch 


ww affeRion to the creature, as Was the very diſeaſe of 


your Souls, co which this Phyfick is ſuiced,, Bur if you 


ar it quietly , then it appears you were fitted for it ', 
diol know , will bee far from an inclination ro come 
plain of him, chat hath ſo well firted your back for your 
den , and gave you nct a blow , before hee had fur» 


Wilhe you wich an Helmer. And in that theſe afflitions 
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ſerve not only to diſcover your Corruptions , but t 
move them ; not onely to manifeſt your Graces, by 
exerciſe and promote them ;. upon both theſe acc 
chey will farther appear tobee for your advancage, 
ſhall proceed to ſhew. 

(2) Wherefore in the next place, MHereby yulaftear 
av:ry great help to take a true eſtimate of the world the waz 
yew may be offetted towards it , according 19 its worth aud 
tierxiſe : Now if ever, you may diſcern, how vain, lwlffcel1: 
flecting and uncertain it is. That which even nox 
in your houſes and hands, and ſeem'd to make ſo guiiifproy 
2 |hew there, in a few hours after , with thoſe born: 
them(elves, was not at all ro be ſeen, except as expin 
into ſmoaky or turned into aſhes. And ſhall na afffilhir 
very duſt and ſmoak , though at firſt ic mighe wring 
cer from your eyes, help ſofar toclear your fight, tiiffvery| 
the ſplendid appearances of aglictering world, maywilhho fat 
ver more impoſe upon you ? May you not now ſee intoififlhey ( 
and chorow 1t,and behold what a very norhing it 1s? 
your own ſenſe, doth it not appear that che uſual niaiMe acc 
which Holy Writ beſtows upon it, and all che fel 
thereof, are no worſe than it deſerves? Callinge 
Bublle, a Dream, very V anity, even that nbich « nu. eget! 
have you not ſeen ſtately Fabricks, with all thei due th 
furniture , flaſh our and diſappear 3s atery bubble 
wont?have you not ſeen fair and floutiſhing eftares,widiiew 4 
made the owners conceit rhemſelves in a ſecure andlyMefore 
py condition, able to afford no more comfort thai 
Dream when one awaketh, being vaniſh'd inco nothigWuch n 
whillt chey promiſed all things > Now may not ſuchwRocon 
table ſights as theſe, do very much roward the re 
ing of your judgements about all worldly things , if befatiÞle to 
they Were erronious > and toward the moderating hey m 
your 4fettims cothzm , if before they were excefimWhill b 
He that doted: upon a Feauriful ourfide z will ſoon cafrotld, 
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oo pis affeRtions, when Hee (ces the objeR of them turned 
WM inco 8 loathſome carkaſs* Where's thae mans wiſdome , 
who eagerly cacches at the money , which he is certainly 
cold, mill curn co coals or dirt in his hand? And where's 
his underſtanding , 1 may ſay his ſenſes , who hath noc 
learnc, from what he lately (aw , that all thac a man hath 

may do ſo ? 
There are indeed { co digreſs a lice ) many ſuch ex- 
zllenc teſfons raughe by this diſpenſation , thar to him 
ho ſoberly and atrencively obſerves the ſame, irc may 
ove a molt proficable Sermon, How fully doth ic in- 
yrm us, whatmiſerable kinde of people they bee, who 
ve nothing better nor ſurer to trult roy than ſuch a pe- 
aſhing world as this > and how fooliſh they are , who 
tedleſly hurry and toil all cheir dates , and make 1c the 
ry buſineſs of their life , ro ger thar which can be beld 
faſter ; eſpectally, how ark mad they are , whilſt 
ſell away their precious ſouls , and an eternal king- 


' ome chat might bee made ſure , for ſuch rifles as theſe. 
l ile 8cquaincs us alſo with the great weakneſs of the gene- 
lc of men, whorake ſo much upon chem, and carry 
0g t ie ſo high above their neighbours , if they can bur ſcrape 


'. ogerher a liccle more wealth chan they, as preſently cak- 
it ndWo themſelves robe much rhe better men for'e : When 
[es ! if thisbe all chey build npon , they may within 2 
new daies come to bee as bad or worſe, thanthoſe chey 
dWefore deſpiſed; and ſo, they do nor only diſcover their 
zemprineſs of erue worth , by valuing themſelves bv 

eh mean and mucable things, bur alto Rand expos'd 
ichwMocontempe , incheir own, as well as other mens judge- 
aments : for if they account chemſelves wiſe and hoaoura- 
delle to day, becauſe they are rich, by che ſame reckoning, ' 
muſt paſs for worthleſs fools to morrow , when they 
elleWiall become poor : and yer what's more commonin the 
1n conotld, chan co prize and rate men after chis firange, rl 
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| diculous manner , ſo that he ſhall'be thought ridiculoug 
who contradias ic > Again, this ſudden and unavoidable 
waſte that was made of ſuch riches as were inyour handy 
may inform you, how great wiſdome it 1s to diſpoſe of 
them ſo as may exempt them from the power of theeyes, 
or fire, or any ſuch dangerous accidents. He that, ac- 
cording to his capacity, layes out his eſtate for God (a 
keeps 1t principally ro trade witch for him) is that miſe 
Merchant, who puts it into ſuch hands, where not ealy 
the principal is ſecur'd, but an intereſt of another value, 

than blinde earch- worms are acquainted with , .1s cetrtin hs 
robe g4in'd, 

What one ſaith of Job , may be partly applied rs your 
caſe, that he had loſt all but what he had given amy, 
That which hath fed and clotk'd the poor Mernbergdf 
Chriſt , or any other way been emploted for his ſervice, 
1s fill your own , and to bee reckoned as good ast 
money, and bercer too; if there be any cruth in the Go 
ſpel, which, I preſume , you queſtion not, And far 
your own gain and comfort , I heartily wiſh , that yout 
expences for Chriit, amounted ro a greater ſum , thin 
an Inventory of your loſſes by the Fire does ; then, 
though you had nothing to (hew but rhe very clotheynp- 
on your backs, | durft confidently afhrm, you have mare 
than you have lofl. And hence, for the furure, you ma 
take direAion how to 1mprove 2nd ſecure what wealth yr; 
God (ball entruſt you with, 2nd may be taugherhedi- 
cretion, flill ro rake the firſt opportunity to that end, ih 
The words cf our Saviour to J«44s , which the other k- 


poſt!es rhought. had a reference to his giving ſomething ſharks 


To the poor, may very well be applied ro that purpoſe, 
That thou diſtzdoit quick'y. In good works, you may withs 
our danger, mak? beſte to lee rich, Nay here, if in 89h, 
thing, delay 1s dangerous, Not wichout reaſon doth the 
Wile man cxhort us to ds gocd z whil'/t it is jn the pruerf ie 

(ur 
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ar band, and not bid owr Neighbour come again to morrox ; 
ven we have it by ns. Prov, 3.27,28; That which is to 
dy in your hatids, and may bee proficable to your ſelf 
and brother, may co morrow be ſnatche our of chem, and 
xeither of you bee the better for it. Wherefore learn 
miſdome by what you have ſeen : You eſpecially char 
hive but ſeen, nor at all, or bur little felt che effe&s of 
this Fire, let your Lownty to your impoveriſhe brethren, be 
yo thank-effering to Gold for your preſervation, And 
ie all cake notice, thar if they are ſo backward to 
der God bis own , in that way that it may bee moſt 
deirs , he can ſend for it in ſuch wates as will bee litcle 
rchelc advantage. Ts ic nor better, think you, to ſend 
your crealures to Heaven voluntarilie , where you 
uy findethem hereafter, than to have them go up 
therwards in cloudsof ſmoak, never more to beſtead 
ku? And it will make bur lictle to your commendation 
comfort, to have your eſtates fetchr away in this man- 
xr by hundreds and chouſands, which before were wont 
phe queez'd from you for good uſes,onlie by fixpences 
ud ſhillings. 
But torecurn , the grext leſſon which is preſt upon 
w hence, and which indeed 1s underſtood in all theſe, 
what I before intimated, namelie, how very unfit any 
ing which the whole affords, is, to be your felicicie and 
fon; and how unreaſonable ir is that you ſhould have 
be leaſt regard to it as ſuch, And by the palpable diſ- 
7 of irs vanitie, which the Providence of God hath 
le before your eies, you may, through his Grace 
xing with your ſerious conſideration , be brought off 
fom all ſuch inordinate regard to ir , whichthe beſt are 
9* Foo ſubjet tro. Now withour queſtion to have this ſo 
9 Fommon and dangerous a diſeaſe weakned and removed, 
$12 far greater mercie than to have had all that is gone 
"I From you reſerv'd, Nay, this might have prov'd a fur- 
at G 4 cherancs, 
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cherance of your miſery, to have retain'd that which guy 
frength to your diſeaſe, For examine it well , and telj 
me, wherher your very enjoyments have nor been a 
and hindrance to you, and made you remiſs and luggi( 
inthe way to heaven, by the flatceries and diverks 
wherewith they were wont to entertain and amuſe youp 

Have they not ſpoil'd many a Duty, and rendredgy. 
ny an Ordinance uſeJeſs, through their coo great prepaſs 
ſeflion of your hearcs? Have they nor been apt to 
you with falſe and carnal joyes, with a vain confidene 
and ſel{-conceit  Hath nor che World been a bait. 
ſnare to your corrupt natures, and drawn you to ut» laderfi 
ſeemly compliances with the guize of this luxurious, fan» Though 4 
raſtical age? inthe needleſs coſt and braverie of your 
attire, houſes and furnicurez in the exceſs of your feall- fly to G! 
ings and entercainments, in a renderneſs and delicacie Tp your 
chat becomes not the good Soldiers of Jeſus Chrift har ſoul. 
Theſe arethe common effe&s of wealth, and che rempt Wein wi 
tions wherewich it 1s attended ; and though the pomerof re a | 
Grace might ſecure you from the more deadly, damning 
hure of its charms, yer its roo coo probable ſome force hare 2 t 
they had upon you. What a mercie ther may you well nlliog | 
account it, if this fire have burnt up ſo mnch of your E- fie mig} 
Nate as was hurtful co you, and ſo refin'd the reſt, rhat Blatds, 
«it may no more hurt you, Though ir will not indeed firih hig 
prove you humble and morcfied, becauſe you live at «te fall 
meaner rate than you were wont, being neceſſicuedfieeature 
rhereto ; yet this neceſſiry may prove a notable mea 
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rothar end, and becoming at levgrth che matter of yout {eath ? 
choice, is capable of being improv'd into a virtue: Aid for 
great deal of unneceſſary exp=nce and fic togratifie the Imight n 
fleſh will be ſav'd, when there remains no ſuch plentyto nd ſha 
be laviſht away ;z and hereby may che man in time v-Þlighes 
lunrarily become much more temperate, ſober, and ſelf-ſſt his d 
denying: Poverty may prick che Bladder of Pride whichſay try 


riches 


1 


if 


—1 3 ave 1 


a 
an 
our 
iff. 
ie 
#1 
Us 
rol 
Ing 
[ce 
ell 
Ee 
bar 
ed 


Lad 
- 


i557 Sr282 


| (103 . 
4 were [0 aÞt to blow ___—_ inſtead thereof bring - 
yoc 4 forc't, bur true hamulicy ; yea, the very loſs of 

ge grear eſtate, may make the owners reſolve never rg 
ayer after another, not out of deſpair, but prudence, 
ing what their defigns are all come to , and may do 

aio, if they ſhould follow them as before ; and ſo they 
pi meet with contentedneſs in a low eſtate, who wenr 
jour ir in an higher, and may ſerve God better in £].. 
than in their former abundance, ; 
Kurelie rhus to take Knives or Ratsbane our of Chil- 
hands is a friendlie office, and when they come co 
xderfiand whar was done for them, they'l ſocſeem it, 
hough at firſt chey may cake on as if they were hurr. 
our friendſhip tg the world is enmity to your ſelves as well 
groGod ; and in compaſſion of your caſe he is ariſen 
your aſſittance, againſt choſe luſts which warr'd againſt 
ſouls : and will you nor readilie accept his aid , and 
tin wich him againſt them ? Are you not willing to 
pare a licele, ſo theſe may die for'e? Who would be 
h troubled for a flight wound , if in receivipg ic he 
ſe 2 morcal one to his deadlie Enemie ? Sampſon was 
ling co have the houſe fal! upon his own head , that 
might chereby revenge himſelf upon che Philiſtine 
Latds, who had pur out his eyes, and were making ſpore 
ch bim : And why ſhould nor you as well conſent co 
fall of your houſes and eſtates too, if therewith chat 
rature-love, delight and confidence, which have done 
dmuch to befool and blind you , may be cruſht co 
ath > The Phyfitian is nor onlie ſubmitted co, buc 
ud for his Phylick , chough his birter Pills and Potions 
wohe make us fick before they helpt us co our health ? 
nd ſhall we behave our ſelves worſe roward God , who 
klights nor in our ſmart and ſorrow, onlie if*need be, will 
© his deareſt ſervants meer wich manifold remprations 


ad cryals? If chen the Fire which hach raken away 


much 


(104) | 
much of che world from you, hath caken your worldlige 
roo, 2nd by che influence of che Divine Spirir (that Ca 
leffial Fire) hach made for the purifying of your ſoulf 
ſo that you come out of ir, 45 the three Children our of90! 
the Furnace, not onlie unhurr , bur unbound; hai 
thoſe ſnares and fetrers of carnal affeRions , where 
you were traicned and enchrall'd, burnt from off 
ivftead of repining at this Providence , you have reaſe 
rather to indite Songs of praiſero him thac hath redee 
ed and advanc*c you into the trueſt Libercie, che Not 
Freedome whereof you are capable. 

(3.) Another great advantage of this Diſpenſationis, 
That now you have a moſt proper ſeaſon for the exerciſe 
faith, patience, and ſeif-reſignation » With ſuch like grace 
which are eſpeciallic requifite in, and peculiar to a ſuffe 
ring ſtate. In proſperirie theſe are as ic were obſcur 
(like Stars in che day cime) and through diſuſe Weaknet 
tothe great diſadvantage of the ſoul ; bur adverſicie & 
cites and poliſhes them, purs chem upon a&ion , and þIÞ#.t0 * 
diſplaics cheir uſe and excellencie, to the honor of dw IFPv'e: 
Aurhor, and the great benefit and comfort of the on 
ers. This we find one end of the tribulations of Chri 
at\s, That the tryal of their faith might be found unto pris 
boar and glory, at the appearing of Jeſus (rift, 1 Pat 1 
And why ſhould nor all the Spiritual Powers and Facul- 
ties wherewich God hath furniſhe his ſervants be brou 
into exerciſe? To whar other purpoſe is Grace beſtow QF 
Why do Generals furniſh their Souldiers with Armout 
and Weapons , bur for the fight? And what a ſhane 
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would it be for any of cheſe ro murmure becauſe he'f thi 
plac'c in the front, or ſet to guard any Paſs which' rt _ 
ar 


quires watchfulneſs and valour > How would Valour bep*rmit 
auared and diſcovered, if there were no difficulcies and Þ% Wl 
dangers for ic to encounter > The verieſt Coward cha Fly | 
while might paſs for a valiane man. To ger ſo ond faviſic 
Book- 


1446 bac} 

ll in Milicarie mactersy 28 to be able to diſcourſe 
an Army ſhould be Govern'd and Marſhall'd , how 
5 and Recrears ſhould be made, and whac ſhould 

xe inthis caſe and che other, is a marter of nogreat 
ulcie ; bat to be able aRuallie to lead an Army,and 
gder ir aright in all che varieties of Barrel , requires 
her kind of courage condu&, and preſence of mind; 
accordinglie yields another kind of glorie ro him 
is poſſeſt of, and ſhews forth the ſame, Whilſt you 
gina full condition, and all chings went according to 
own defires, you might ſpeak, and hear, and read 
living by faith, and depending upon God, and reſign- 
qurſelves and all we have co his will , whilt you had 
le tryal for cheſe Graces. But now , Sirs, ſhew what 
can do, being brought upon the Stage , whether you 
been ſo diligent in learning your part, that you can 
a& ic readilie and becominglie, What comfort can 
now cake in a promiſe , who have lirtle elſe left co 
| to? Can you bear up manfullic under all your 
lures, reſting fingly on the truth , goodneſs, and 
ufhiciencie of God ? Can you follow him confident- 
»though he lead you in the dark ? Can you ſubmir ro 
limbrace his will , when it contradias your ſenſes? 
wis a ſeaſonfor diſcovering how you have improv'd 
r time, and the means you have had to ger well fic- 
d for what you might afrerward be call'dco ; would 
be conrent to ſpend your time and pains in training 
aſervant to his work, and after that ler him lie idle; 
Iſhew no fruic of all?Or if your negligence hath beer 
@ thac ſo long proſperitie, and ſo great adyantages as 
therein enjoyed, have been loſt upon you , it is bur 
thar adverſitie it ſelf ſhould reach you, whar it ſeer 
you will learn no other way. And indeed we are c 
nly too remi(s in times of eaſe and peace, to. 
ronſon for the troubles that may be coming v 
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like fooliſh Travellers , that becauſe the Sun ſhin} 
when chey ſet out , think not of preparing for a Sto #F 
for ſuch men co be well weather-bearen, is the bet wh 11 4 
co make them more provident for the future : As in fe$follo 
cing, ro hit a man a ſound blow , will do more to nuy 
him ſtand upon his Guard, chan a bare dire&ion woug YalltS 
or, if you will, as Wars themſelves do more to make nffMl 
expert Souldiers, than any Fencing-School or Training» 
execciſes can. Thus the Apolile tells us , thar tril 
morketh patience, and patience experience, Rom. 5 4 3. ſy 
a Chriſtian comes more to ſee the want of his ſpirie 
armour chan before he did , and therefore Iabourg adfſ|0 
prays for ic with greater diligence and carnefineſs, wot 
if any man (hould ack , whether ir was or better new{#0c 
to have need of this , by being freed from hoſe afflign* Þ1 
ons that make it neceſſary > I may take leave to whe: 
him, it ſavours of an impudence, unbeſeemirg (o fWyſp*t 
a Creature as man to call in queſtion che proceeding 
of his Maker, and demand whether he might not havff®*! 
ordered things better than be hath. Who ſhould pe-deh 
ſcribe che way co heaven , bur he that owns both it wif 
us , and may beſtow ir upon what conditions he will}I*® 
And though ( if need were ) ic might be evident fa 
there is great wiſdome and equity 1n chat order wig" 
God hath eſtabliſhc, yer ics enough for us, that we weſſ®*"! 
told ic is his pleaſure, that :hroygh many tribulations nt mb 
enter into his Kingdome , and muſt fight before we tr 
umph, overcome before we are crown'd. And if chishef\< 
his ſecled will, we may eaſily apprehend how needful 
faith and partence are for this preſenc fate ; and howÞ*t 1 
much for our advantage that-condition is, which does naſal 
only pur us upon the exerciſe , but rends to the advance- tat! 
ment of rhem. quc 
- (4) All theſe your lofles may prove very gainful wÞ®,' 
you, as,hereby your hearts may be drann nearer to God, _ . 


T I 

1* fl of out more <fter kim , and cauſed ts adbere ro him with 
.orml the grearer firmmeſs, reſolution and offeftion 5 as upon ſeves 
tn) accounts may appear. , This will indeed neceſlacily 
1 for# follow from what wenr before , whar intereſt the world 
nbloſeth in your hearts, God will gain: ſo much as your 
ould Jafſeions are taken off from things below, ſo much 
» me nll chey be plac'c che more upon things above, More- 
; * Barr, ſo difingenuous and inconfiderate we are , as often 
"Si be drawn away inco a forgerfulneſs of God, by thoſe 
mercies and comforts which ſhould have made us 

Iful of him, and engag'd us cloſer to him, and in 

ha caſe (which happens coo frequently) by the remo- 

of thoſe we gay better learn what a kind of depen» 

e that is we have alwayes upon him, and how much 
have been beholden ro his bcunty , when we were 
affeRedtoir, It is alſo very profitable for us r obe 
etimes caſt into ſuch a plunge , whence we plainlie 
rceive God only can deliver us; for this will pur us 

< Wipon more ſollicicous enquiries after him z make us relie 
pre- (90! him , and that with all our weight and fireſs, and 
will belp us co a clearer ſenſe of his loving kindneſs and 
rl) {lmighcineſs, in affording us relief when all other refu- 
tic $$5 fail'd us. A friends hand put out to a drowning 
tick {880 is graſpt wich another kind of fafineſs, and regard- 
with another kind of welcome and dearveſs, than 
| they walkt rogether upon the Land. Forther- 
when that which was wont to ſtandin competition 
ellib God, and to divide our hearts berwixt it ſelf and 
Jy, hall be caken our of the way , there's great hopes 
We ſhall wich more eaſe and Readineſs center upon 
Imalone. He that's at a Rand which of ewo friends 
tar are of contratie parties) he ſhould adherero, may 
quckly be reſolved, when he finds one of them forſaking 
1 ro[fw, the other Ricking to him at his greareſt need : when 


rri-I have found there was a {13+ in «wr right hand , it may 
d drive 
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drive n$ molt effeRuallie co the true andeverliving 
Nothing but wilful ſottiſhneſs could any longer make 
a queſtion, whether God or Baa! was to be followed, whe 
they ſaw to what diſgrace the Idol had expor'd wil” 
Prieſts, whom he could neicher hear nor help , and bof® 
palpably he was wirnelt againſt by fire from heaven, 4 ; 
if ic was pollible for any of you to be ſo weak, atint} 
leaſt co halt betwixt two Opinions , whether God or till 
World was to be followed with greaceſt earneſineſs, inÞF 
brac't with moſt affe&ion, I hope che controverie 8 
now fully at an end. You ſee what a God the W 
that cannot defend irs ſelf, much leſs irs followers: | 
the Lord Jehov-b is Rill as good, and powerful, andfubi"! 
cient, as ever he was, and will ſo remain forenelſ®*.” 
Shall not chen all che love and confidence 'you hadſc ry 
tered away and miſplac't upon the Creature , be rec 
lected chence, and 6xc upon him, who (as you may wal" 
plainly ſee) only deſerves it, and who only can req 
it> How can you now chuſe but ſay within your ſell 
well, ſince the World hath thus taken its farewell , andfel fl | 
way, nby ſhonld ne follow it with ſighs and tears, and ri 
to be comforted becayſe it is not ? hy ſhenld we mourn forth 4 
which bath profited us ſo little , and been no more kind wi" 
faithful tous ? No, rather ley us fit donn and benail un lf , 
#n over-loving ſuch trifles, than be guilty of worſe in langij Te 
ing after them, when we have found that they are ſuch; al? © 
with theſe tears in our ey25 let us betake our ſelugs to our love! 
and good God , from whom onr hearts have too muc w_ 
dred , and beſeech him to rake them wholly to himſelf, 
never mere (uffer them to dote upon {6 unworthy, unſuitable 
jefts. And indeed what way have you left, if you 
all conſul for your own intereſt, but chus co. retire 
God ? If you ſhould yet rather cleave to the Reman” F 
of your Eſtates, or fortifie your ſelves with hopes of FF; 


covering them, and from theſe grounds fetch your cp 
{u vs 


Gpport, 88 carnal ones do, you do but more hazard the 
hols of all, and the utter blaſting of theſe hopes, 
"If you indeed belong to God, hee'l throw down all 
Yyour fortreſſes, and drive you our of all your holds, bur 
el recover you to himſelf, If ingenuity will not bring 
"Sv, peceſſicic ſhall. And is it not Fatherly love that thus 
oncerns ic ſelf with you , and brings you under the bap- 
by diſcipline of his familie , and will leave no means 
wo 2 ed, rather than ſuffer you co remain at ſuch an hurc= 
Wdftance from him. And how greac is his goodneſs,thac 
| ſo readilie receive and welcome us, upon Our r&e 
to him after all our rayings ; yea, although we are 
bus fetcht back again by a kind of neceſhty ? Might he 
Tie juſtlie upbraid us wich our former unthankful and 
—Yakind behaviour? that we were ſo firange co him 
theday of our proſperity » and liv'd asif we had no 
eat need of him, that we came not to him cill all our 
ter lovers had forſaken us ; might he nor therefore bid. 
cle POW go co them inthe day of our extremity, and ſee 
4 & . . . 
PP they can do for us ? But ſo gracious is his Nature 
, 


he treats us nor after this rate, as in Juſtice he 
fwik johe 3 bur is ready to give us the ſame loving emer- 

/ ement, that the Faber in the Goſpel did co his Prodi= 

(Beat SON. 

"i Toconcludethen, Will not this prove a fingular mer- 
n, to have your Husks remov'd , that ſo you may be 
guohe into your Fathers arms, and live more upon the 
dlancial ſatisfying bread that is in his houſe > Will 

not acknowledge it to proceed from love, that when 
attended not as you ought to more gentle calls, God 
\ dealc with you much like as Abſalom with Joab, 
ice #0 when he had ewice ſent for him in vain, ſer fire on 

"8 Field ro bring him away? And be ſure, God calls 

Jv noe thus earnefilie to him upon any trivial buſineſs ; 
(dome and goodneſs ſhine forth in all bis aRivgs: -—1 
WI! 


110) | 
will you not ſoon own them in this, when you ſhall lava) 
by be pur upon making up your loſſes out of God hinfl@ay! 
ſelf, upon ſearching more diligentlie chan ever wilacol 
did , whatchere is cobe found in him chat will ſupplier! 
and ſarisfie a man that hath nothing elſe co cruſt whe 4! 
Will ic, do you chink, make nothing for your interefiþaur 
theſe ſearches coarrain clearer apprehenſions of che hulſer ye 

comleſs treaſures of goodneſs to be had in God , 

his moſt perfe& adequate ſuitablenzſs to the hug 
ſoul > When moreover , You ſhall be broughe to lines c 
niore ſingly upon him, co converſe more feelinglie wiihhd ++ 

him, and ſhall becrer reliſh thoſe ſureſt pleaſures of 
preſence and ſervice , and ſhall be more ſollicicous thullhyy, « 
ever co make ſure that he is yours, and to walk ſo, tihad o 
you may keep your Evidences clear ? Is he worthy thifeins 
name of a Chriſtian, that if theſe priviledges were tolere c 
bought, would not willinglie part wich all be hadt» 
rain chem? Why then ſhould nor you as willinglie pniifel, if 
with what God ſees fit to remove, in order co his giinſ@Che 
inthe ſame? Eſtate's ſweet, but Life's ſweeter , (aich ifiich: 
Marriner , when he throws his goods overboard topeieen £ 

ſerve his temporal life ; and will not you chearfullei 

bear as much for the advancement of a Spiritual andDKtil) 
vine Life ? And if cheſe prove indeed che fruits of GolSfrcake 

reſenc dealings with you, will you not be found as mus 

holden co this Fire he ſenc(excepring only a local 

{lacion) as Elias was to his Fiery Chariot, whilſt it thifffeefo: 
refines you from your eacrhlineſs , and carries yoar ſollunte! 
ſo much nearer to God ? mes i 
5, Buclaſtly , The benefic of this Providence miſſten ch 
hereafcer more fully appear , in that it may prove an hayſuve d 
means of preparing you for ſome further tryals that God bd ou 
call you ro , or for death it ſelf, whenever it ſhall befall ſieves 
Though you ſhould not now ſo well know what God ul 
doing with you, yer you may know hereafter : He onlſher de 
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joſe liands our times are , can tell what daies you 
be reſerved for , and what ic may coft you f aichfully 
follow the Lamb in che way that he hath led and pre- 
rib'd you» And perhaps he ſaw you more entangled in 
affairs Of this life, than is fic for thoſe that have 
your warfare to accompliſh , anJ more than would ſuf- 


 buefer you to pleaſe him whoſe Souldiers you are, The wa 


is yet behind for you co walk over, may be ſo roug 
| uncrod, chac whilſt you were laden with thick clay, 
could nat have been able co make progreſs therein, 
| therefore may you be rendred more light and fit for 
vel ; che weight which preſt you down being taken a» 
,even an earchlie load withour you, and the greater 
| of carnal affeRions from within. Ity times of ſuf- 
ring for che truth, chere's nothing ordinarily proves a 
xedangerous ſnare than a great eſtate, Ir had been 
py, for ought I know, for the young man in che Gas 
gd, if all his poſſ:(fions had been burne before he came 
Chriſt ; he had then, ar leaſt, wanted char cempration 
ich made him go away ſorrowſul. And as happy hadir 
en for many anorher, if their riches had been ſent the 
ie way, before they were call'd co loſe chem for 
riſt : for then we may probably ſuppcſe, they had not 
aken him for love of chis preſent world, which nong 
We {0 apt to do, as they who have moſt in it co cleave to, 
b St. James his cime, it was the rich men that were op- 
ſors and perſecutors , whilſt the poor onlie were 
taafeſſors and Martyrs, Fam. 2. 5, 6,7. And fo in all 
mes ic is uſual. How know you then but God hath ca- 
che world from you, leaſt in a day of crial ir ſhould 
wedrawn you away from him. Thus may the burning 
your houſes enable you the betrer ro burn at a ſake, 
fever you ſhould be call'd to'r ; and ſo one Fiery Tryal 
uld fic you for another, Burt though you eſcape chis, 
death you cannor eſcape ;z and to behold in this 
H manner 
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manner the Funeral of worldlie wealth and glorie , 
very much prepare you for your own, The greater trc 
bles you meer with in your journey " will che nor mg 
you long the more for your journeys end? When (| 
Traveller finds his money fall ſhore,or himſelf tired ay 
with the lengh and badnels of his way , chen be falh 
more hearrilie ro wiſhing himſelf at home ; Not thu 
you ought in one of Fonab's Pets to rake on, and defi 
by all means to die preſentlie, becauſe your Gourds ax 
withered , your flouriſhing etiates faded away, None 
dinacilie are more unfir, and if the eruth was knomy, 
more urwilling codie , than they who in a diſcontented 
mood are wiſhing themſelves deady for ic muſt be lay 
to heaven, more than wearine(s of the earth , that a 
confer this fitneſs, and this willingneſs, Bur yer wits 
out queſtion, you may make this improvement of alle 
ſmare and wearineſs you feel, thereby to be ſec a longiy 
after che promiſed eaſe and reft. Thoſe defires afte 
death, which proceed from a ſerious apprehenſion of the 
Worlds vanity, and irs unhtneſs co be your reſting plice, 
and are bounded with a ſubmiſſion ro. Gods Will , ut 
not onlie-lawful, buc commendable ; and you may & 
ſeem ic a mercie to have them quickned : Perhaps whilk 
your preſent ſtare was pleaſant and deſirable , you found 
ic ſomeching difficule to ger heartibe willing co leavely 
or to repreſent to your ſelf any ocher condition ſo mud 
berrer, as might make you defirous ro parc with this: Bu 
now, I hope, this diſhculcie is much abated, if not whol- 

\ lie removed. If you found ſuch plentiful and pleaſinget 
rertainment in your Inne, that you began to think of + 
biding be. , and to grow forgetful of your own home, 
will your be of another mind when you have me 
with rougher uſage ? Iris nor Lazarxs his hard Fares but 
Dives his dailie dainties, and ſuch like Bands of love 
which chain poor creatures to the World. Moreover 
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{iftobe-confidered, char at Deach you muſt have uns 
tre phe the ſame, and a greater trial chan now you 
Ta re grofs , in leaving that which hath now lefc you ; 
1 ey 29d then to have found your heart flicking co the crea- 
ouy tte, 20d unwilling to bee torn from it , would have 
Bal been triych more grievous ro you. Far ſafer it is that 
thy —_—— flip from under us in the ſhallow water , 
we may trie our skill with leſt bazard , than in the 
1 #ep , where wee muſt eicher ſwim or drown. By this 
© -F perience' you have had of your ſelves, how you can 
om iezr the departure of the world , if you have found cur 
your Feakneſs, you are yet in a capacitie of looking out 
lo or help, and getting berrer provided for your laſt great 
- WF encounter; or 1f you have diſcovered ſtrength , you may 
MY he mote chearfullic expeR , and boldlie addreſs your 
llueY Gives chereunto. Thus you ſee, this affligtion, which at 
SEN frſent ſeems not joyorts but grievous , may afternards yield 
afer Yb; praceable fruits of righteouſneſs, to thoſe that are exerciſed 
ie bvrexith : And therefore it ſeems no way abſurd to ap- 
lice, Þ ry the exhorcation to yot, which we finde, Fam. 1.10. 
1 WH Let the brother of high degree ( not only be concenc, bur ) 
ly &Y rejoxce that he & (thus to his advantage) made low. 
And beſides what may accrue tothe ſufferers rhem- 
ound ſelves,I mighr(the more ro engage rheir ſubmifſion)men= 
Vely rionthe good that may hereby be done to others ; as this 
uct ſpnal Providence may tend to awaken our Land, and 
: But put us upon Repentance and Reformation ; or at leaſt 
mol may quicken all char are ſerious, ro do what in them lies 
þ FF for the promoting of chis work; and may alſo be a means 
of rerrifying ſome careleſs ſinners from their waies of 
Mes mickedneſs, and of bringing them home to God, If 
MY iny ſuch work as this was to be done, or a warning give 
» buth ento the Nation, and God ſaw fit ro do it by the burn- 
ing of our Metropolis, why ſhould you nor freely con- 
ſent that your houſes ſhould go in with others , for the 
H 2 accoms 
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accompliſhment of his Will? If cheir deftruQion may 
be any means of preventing the overthrow of the King. 


dome; yea, or keep any poor ſoul out of eternal burning, 


You have no cauſe to finde fault with cheir being lad 
out ſowell. And if any one ſhould think ic might haye 
conduc't more to theſe ends , to have ſingled qut the 
dwellings of the prophaneſt ſinners , and made they 
warnings tothe ret, ſparing all ſuch as feared Gad: 
They may do well to remember , that ic becomes ng 
them to preſcribe to infinite wiſdome , what wales t 
cake for the bringing about his own deſigns ; which && 
figns we are far from knowing perfe&ly , and leſs per. 
fealy can we tell , what means are belt ſuiced for the 
compaſſing of them. Bur, I ſuppoſe, I have aid fo 
much of the benefits, that may hereby be givenin to true 
Chriſtians, as may ſufficiemly demonſtrate , rhar this 
cloud, as dark aSitis , hath a bright fide ſhining upon 
Gods people, which may, in irs kinde , do them as much 
ſervice, as the Pillar of Fire did cothe 1/r4elites in their 
March : Whil'tt they, that £gyprian-like, are cloud- 
ed with the miſts of wickedneſs and errour , neither per- 
ceive the benefic they enjoy , nor partake of it. And 
though ſuch blinde Acheiſts, or inconfiderate ones, may 
co their own hurt, miſ-conſtrue che methods of Prov 
dence, in laſhing che g20d and ſparing the bad, or deal- 
Ing alike with borh; yea, though apright wen themſelves 
may be ſomewhat aſt 1jea at this , yet ſhall the innocent ſtir 
up t imeſelf againſt the Hyrucrite ; the righteous 41ſo ſhall hold 
on 14s ates, and be that hath clean bands ſhall be ſtronger 
and jironcer, Job17. ,9, And thus, I hope , ſhould1 
ſay no more, I have ſhewed you abundant ground for 
patience and quierneſs under the hand of God. Since 
(1) Itischehand of God, whocannot wrong you , 
ard therefore gives you no cauſe to murmur. 
(2) This handof God hath nor hure you, and there- 
fore 
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fore gives you no cauſe ro complain, 

(3 ) Ic may greatly profic you,and (o rather gives you 
cauſe ro be thankful. Two or three Confiderations more 
] have co ſuggeſt , which. I ſhall with more brevity di- 
ſparch, having food ſo long on theſe. 

4+ Though your ſufferings theioſelves cannot, yer 
yur impatience under them may very much hurt you , whil'ſt 
w che other ſide, your patience will equally turn to your ad» 
yenraoe, And this may ſufficiencly inftcu&t you, if you 
have any reſpe& co your own intereſt, outward or in+ 
ward, which co chooſe, To purſue this 1n a patricular in- 
ſtance or two. 

(1) By quarrelling wich Gods Will in his proceed- 
i0gs, 30u 4dd fan to your «ffliftions, ani thereby pur a ting 
ncothem, that may do you that miſchief, which orher- 
nile chey never could. Whar think you ls a (in, if this 
denot, to be diſconrene with any ching which God ſhall 
do wich you 2 Do you not ſeem ſo far to accuſe him of 
anc,” either of wiſdome, faithfulneſs, or goodneſs, and 
ſoof want of ficneſs and right ro bee your Goveinour 2 
od what's this , but co dehfire that your affairs were in 
your own hands, asif then you could order them becrer ? 
And have you not reaſon to ſuppreſs he very firit motions 
which have ſo much wickedneſs, rebellion, and liccle leſs 
than blaſphemie in them? You may remember here,v2ar I 
lve formerly ſaid, ro demonſtrate that fin is the greateſt 
miſchief char can light upon the ſoul of man, If ro com- 
jy wich the Divine Will, in all expreſſions cf it. be his 
aly intereſt, then to reſfilt chis Will, ouſt needs be his 
rearet mifery> Verily, there is no ſuch a deformed 
"onftrous ſighe in the whole world , as to behold a crea» 

e ring up againſt his Maker, and entring inco'T (o- 
emn war wich Heaven itſelf; whether ic be in violacing 
ls oracious precepts , or repining at his wiſe providen- 

And the very howling of Wolves , or croaking of 
H Toads, 
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Toads, is a thouſand times more acceptable noiſe, thy 
ro hear men complain and ſpeak ill of the bleſſed and gag 
God , or any of his waies : For cheir noiſe, be itneverſy 
harſh, is nacural to chem; bur this harſher voice of my: 
muring , is moſt unnatural , and a very breaking ofthy 
harmony of the Creation , which conſiſts in a ſweer ad 
chearful obedience of all creatures to him , from whon 
they receiv'd their beings, faculties, conditions, anden 
ployments; and intheir conſtant celebrations of his boyp 
tie » according to their ſeveral capacities. Is not chef Mi 
dumb meekneſs of a Lamb more grateful co all ma, the 
than the roarings and ftrivings of a Swine ? EſpecilhÞ] by! 
when kindneſs, rather than violence, is offered tow, }Þ ma: 
bowever our falſe opinions repreſent it. Want of rex] ihe 
ſon may excuſe the ſruglings of a Bruit, when yougſ] thei 
roplack a Thorn out of his foor, or do him any the lik mli 
courtefie ; bur ſuch bruitiſhneſs in a Reaſovable Cre ing 
rure, is inexcuſable ! Believe it, Sirs, ſuch unſcemlſſtdec 
carriage as this, is infinitely worſe in the thing ir (elf, ano 
and more diſgraceful to you in the eyes of God and good ty a 
men, than your loſing all the monie and goods you half »wi 
inthe world : This meanneſs of ſpiric , is another kind] be 
of unhappineſs and diſhonour, than any other povertsÞ ſobr 
Bur on the contrarie, co bear up under Gods hand mitiff Anc 
patience and courage, isa greater commendation andto ( 
priviledge, than toabound in all riches. Whateverth 
world may think, it is undoubtedly crue, that ro © 
ply with the will of Grd under any ſoffering , 144 greater 
ſing, than to have been ſecured from that ſuffering, To 
content with fickneſs as it comesfrom God , 1s a great 
mercie than to bee inhealtch; ard ſo patience under 
your loſles, is a greater happineſs than to have loſt nt 
thing: For the worſt of men may partake of theſe te 
Poral favours; but good men only are enrichr with ſoes 
cellenc aſpiric. This tried and approved Faith and | 
| rienc 
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lence , ae much more ———_— the Gold that is tryed 
goo (or chan all thar you have loſt) by the fire, How worthie 
and commendable a thing is ic , for a Chriflian in the 
loweſt, pooreft, and moſt aflited Rate, ill tothink and 
ſpeak as well and honourablie of God , who hath broughe 
tim intoir, as ever before he was wont ? To Apologize 
for char Providence which hee ſmarts under , andto ler 
SeRarors know , that hee diſcerns ſo much equitie and 
getciein ic , that he cannot chuſe bur ſubmir cherero ? 
Might you not hereby do more to vindicate God before 
the world, than any other, by bare diſcaurſing can ? And 
cial by your praRice might condemn and ſhame all choſe un- 
row} manlie ones that a& contrarilie; and may convince 
f rex themſelves and others, that iris from the weakneſs of 
yougl cheir Faich, the falſeneſs of cheir opinions, and the un= 
he ik culineſs of cheir paſſions, that they keep ſuch a complain» 
Cre-ſing, and nor from any real cauſe that God harh given 
een} tem. This you may teach (hem more effeRually rhan 
: (elf, another our of your condition can 2 For they are preſenc- 
d good ty apr to reply ro ſuch a one , If you was in my caſe , 361 
u half pwld be as bad your ſelf ; bur. when they ſee one inthe 
 kindelf ike caſe, whoſe carriage is ſounlike theirs, chey will che 
vertiÞ ſooner bee puc co filence, and ſer upon imitation of it. 
And would not this, do you think, very much endear you 
Yo God, co behold in you ſuch a love for himſelf, ſuch a 
liking of his ations, and ſuch a zeal for his honour ? 
How do we finde him, as it were, glorving of the periz- 
werance of his Champion Job, ro Satan his Accuſer.in char 
&Jbteheld faft bis integrity, alrbough his eltare was delicoy- 
ed, Fob 2.3. And does not borh God anv Satan now !ook 
upon you , 20 obſerve how you will behave your ſelves ? 
of nd will ic not pleaſe and glorifieGod,vex and confound 
nf Sirzn , co behold your carriage , like chat holy mans ? 
af How acceptable, alſo, will ic bee co the Lord Jeſus, ro 
ſee you tranſcribe the copy he ſec you, t9 w4/kas be walks, 
I hen upon earch, and to carry your ſelves as hee wore , 
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under all the ſufferings he met with init ? And if the eff god 
of the Prince, or General , will infuſe yalour into tif ud! 
ſoul of the verieR Coward , ſhall ir not animare and riff wppe 
your ſpirics, ro remember what SpeRators you have, he and 
fides the Inhabi:anrs of this lower world ? Even God hig-leerfit 
ſelf, and Chriſt, and all che holy Angels, You need nuff{ay, 
ſure bee told, how much you are concern'd to gain tells 
096d liking of theſe, and how much weight there iyfff ad » 
their approbation ; nor on the other ſide , bow ſadwdfſdut! 
ſhameful ic would bee for you , to have all cheſe aſhvFofth 
med of you, for your Cowardize and faincing, ati 
( 2 ) Bzſidethehurt chat comes to your inward man, (ths | 
you will finde no benefit to your oxtward cmcerns, by fronnt-Ftnt 
neſs and impatience. He that tumbles and firives , lit«Fther 
wilde Bull in a net, will rever the ſooner diſ-entargleWſdiſc: 
bimſelf, There's nothing co bee gotten of God by tyche ( 
courſe. He that ſpar'd not his Rod , though hee knenitaue 
mighc difpleaſe you, will nor take ic off meerly becaule 
you are nor pleas'd with ir. Wiſe Parents, thoughte-fſpll | 
erſorender, uſe not to have regardto all the foolihſen 
paſſions and defires of their Children : and as lictleny the 
ſon is there, that God thonld give heed to yours : Fa Yflie 
are they any better than childiſh , whileſt che great ior 
ground of them (to give no other proof ) 15, that wetl&-FUpati 
ly chings are p2riſking and tranhtory; or, that according iyex 
to their narure,they are paſt away from you, Now whitYerci 
weakneſs would you account it, for any man to (it weep lis 
ing for a beautifal Flower , becauſe ir wichers in bsjon 
hand, and becauſe the winter-cold will not permit bimPlikl 
t> have his fair Tulips and ſweet Roſes ? Or ro aſſildal 
himſelf, becauſe the Moon waxes and wanes, and will it 
not alwaies abide in the Full > What relief wouldym fire 
have eivento this fond mourner ? Shou'd the ſeaſons dl lm 
che year, or the courſe of nature be alter'd ro gratifie hitjdte 
humour? And do you not know that there are changaſ 
in Sublunary things, as well as in the Moon ? A 
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he exlf god Vicifſicudes in our condicion, as well as in the year ? 
to thi ad boch proceed from the ſame wiſdome , though they 


appear not. alike regular and conſtant, There is a Day 
©, band Night, a Winter and Summer,of proſperity and ad- 
dhin-Seerficy(l peak of things without us.)And of cheſe we may 
ed of ay, as rhe Plaſmiſt of the ocher, ſpeaking ro God ; The 
in theſe #rbine, the night alſo i thine * Then beſt made ſummer 
e inſl ad winter, P/al. 74. 16,17. Andis there any reaſon 
d df duc be (hould alcer the ſeaſons, and change the nature 
a+ of things, or the courſe of his providence , for the ſatis- 
fRtion of every man that is not pleaſed with it ? Or if 
man, ſkis ſhould ſeem too notional, you may eaſily apprehend, 
oat-Fſtat peeviſhneſs and frubbornnefs, may provoke God ra- 
like «ther co continue , thanceaſe from laſhing you. *Tis no 
angle diſcretion in a Parent, co ſpare the Rod alwaies when 
y ty lche Childe cries , ( the Wiſe man adviſes the contrary ) 
nit muchleſs co diſmiſſe him whil'R he is Romachful : And 
ecaueBnby (hould yoo think the Father of Spirits will leave you , 
ohte-Ffell be hach broughe you incobetrer (ubjeRion to him ? Ic 
oolilh ſeems by your carriage, there is much corruption lefr in 
ent FIthe Soul co be drawnout z: and the ſame mercy that aps» 
: Fx plied a Corralive becauſe it was .needful , is like ro hold 
get Bicon whilſt icis ſo. Bur when the cure is wrought, when 
vorld-Bpatience bath had its perfe& work within you , you are 
ding Baewer to a freedome from that, which hath beenthe ex- 
mt Yerciſe of your patience, When the Childe is brought co 
veep Flis the Rod, the Father is wone to lay ir down. When 
n bis Jjon can heartily ſayto God , Thy Will Lee done, you are 
c bimBlitlieſt co hear from him, B: i zo rhee 45 thou wilt, For they 
aitbold creature-comforts faſteſt, who fic looſeſt from 
J will them ; they deſerve them beſt , and are inthe leaſt dan- 
d you foer of being hurt by them. To humble our ſelves under the 
ns of hty hand of Gid, 18a ſure Way , i bis due time to be ex- 
1e biSfldred, 1 Per. 5. 6. Yeu have heard of the patience of Fob , 


angered ſeen the end of the Lord , that hee ts very pitiful and of 
aſons tender 
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tender mercy. James 5.11, Andnone taſte { 
more plenceouſly of rhis pity and metcy , than they 
are moſt perfe&ly ſubdued co his pleaſure. | 

( 3 ) They char (give way to impatience , if they 
but have while ro look into themſelves, may exhe 
diſcern what harm there is in it, if ic werefor nothing elieflag 
but chat contingal diſquiet aud inward torment wherenihrft 
& attended. The paſſhonare mangas well as the cr 
bleth bis own fleſh. The mot faRious Souldier in anwſdt 
my, or ſedirious Cirizen in a Common-wealth , cann 
ruſe half thoſe ſtirs and cumults there, as unruly paſſe 
doina, Soul, What mire and dirr do they continus 
caſt up? And how dothey unfirus for duty to, anda; 
verſe with,both God and our Brother, and embirter leajo 
the comforts Wwe enjoy > Thereis no Nero nor Phledinha 
inthe world, ſo ingeniouſly cruel , as man when hebeuec 
comes his own Tormencor, He does worſe by far, t! 
the Queen we are told of, who held an Aſp to her breakmuc 
for hee maintains a gnawing Worm continually witufſquc 
him, which is near a kin co that we read of , which annke 
dies. Though afflition might make his fleſh ſmart, juſſdlis 
it could nor ſo pierce his ſoul, did nor he himſelf dive nas 
it in; purring vexation into the creature, which is vanity. &li 
A Sword, which hee findes ſticking in his Cloches, bee Wh 
madly thruſts forward, and therewith Rabs himſelfrotieB Or ; 
heart. A Spider,which was faln intohis Cup, whence y be 
might have been gently caken wickour any hurt , bee iſ, 
ſqueezes and ſwallows down, topoiſon himſelf, if poll mai 

ble, cherewich, How elſe could ic be, rhat mens loſing o{@ 

of their eftates, ſhould make chem loſe their wits too? 13, 

Sure chere's no ſuch connexion berwixt their mony and} 1 

cheir reaſon, that they muft Rand and fall rogerher. Bur und 

the buſineſs is, chey fic poring upon their troubles , 204] dire 
repreſenting them corhemſelves ſo dreadfully , cill cheif beli 
ſpirics are overwhelmed, and cheir brains weakned _ the 
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: Like a fooliſh man , who ſhould ger 2 Glaſs", char 
ſencs Speators with hideous fights and ſhapes, of 
Binders and Devils, and then Rand gazing in it, cill 
=> the very borrour, hee goes beſides himſelf, Now 
euch 1 hope none that fear God , are capable of ſuch 
arbicancies of paſſion, yet ler them beware of the firlt 
hfnes 2nd bublings up thereof in the ſoul , leaſt they 
Gould (well to a boifterous Sea, whoſe waves they will 

Gculcly repreſs and calm. Thus you ſee the inordi- 
nalfeare ſervo of the werld, works death, whilſt by ſubjeftion to 
© that corrects us, we live, Heb.12. 9. And live indeed 
do, at another rate than diſcontenced , fickly mindes 
re wont. By patience wee do truly poſſeſs our ſouls, and 
joy our ſelves, and may feel little alcerarion wirhio , 
Taceveris done Without us. Though I will nor ſay it's 
eaſier ching , toriſe up tothis quier , humble frame , 
4anto fall into the contrary , yer I may well ſay, it's 
breech more for the eaſe of the Soul, when arrain'd to; ſo 
widiaauch more as will abundantly recompence all the pains 
1 aerluken in the gerring of ic , and may well ſer men upon 
r, fefdlicence to that pprpoſe : Eſpecially if we conſider whar 
* dive ms aid before, that this is che neareſt and ſurefſt way to 
ani. eliverance» And if ic be ſo,an eafie way I am ſure iris : 
;, bee What's chis,bur ſtand ſtill ad ſee the ſalvation of the Lird 7 
from Or as the Prophet cothe Jexs, 1n returning and reft ſhall 
encelfÞ y be ſaved, in quietneſs and confidence ſhall be your ſtrength. 
, bee3iſ, 30.15. Or if che curward afflitions ſhould fill re- 
f poll-ſ main upon you, yet there is in ſome ſenſe, 4 nay made ts 
 lofingÞf eſcape, whilſt you are thus made able tolear it, 1 Cor.10. 
$ £00? 13, 
ny and} Laſtly > Conſider how by your unſeemly dejeRion 
r, BucÞ under the hand of God, you may do very much tothe prejue 
;, 204] dice of the Chriſtian Religion, which you profeſs heartily ro 
1 cheif believe and love, What will the Acheiſt , or whar will 
- the prophane ſcoffer ſay , when they ſhall ſeerhis > So 

ſi ſot- 


122) Ten 
fottiſh and malicious they are, chat if chey do but ſee wikic 
in aflitien, they are Rraightway ſcornfully demandineMtho 
Where # now their God ? But whar will they ſay , if clliWhe 
ſhould hear you your ſelves unbelievingly cry owfhendi 
Where ts owr God ? Will chey not be ready to cry , Thom! 
the Religion they make ſach b12/? of , which yu ſee hon lied bu 
it does | Ori in 4 day of extremity : They talkt of promiſelſſet 
rich and precious promiſes, but woere are they non ? Onayc 
what purpoſe do they ſerve ? They ſaid they had a treaſwei 
Heaven, what ails them mourn ſo then , if their riches hut 6 
there ? ' And carnal worldlings will bee drawn to think hand 
that whatever fine talk you might have abour God wndfines 
Heaven, your hearcs were mott upon the ſame thingÞ01 
that theirs were, fince your grief for their removal, isWare 
great as theirs, They know by experience, whar a fyſſati: 

it is co the Þ2art, to have an able, faithful friend ro& 
pend upon, or to have hopes of a great eftace ſhorrly whahd: 
falltothem; and they'l never be pzrſwadzd , you hyde n 
any ſuch ground of comfort , if they ſee you as muchalſn; 
down, as thoſe that pretend rono ſuch matter, By thiefiþooe 
means, the precepts of Chriſt to conſtancy and concen-lun 
ment in all eſtates, will come to bee lookr upon (like Ytarc 
thoſe of the Stoicks Jonly as Aſapnifica verba, Brave words, Fudm 
but ſuch as are impoſſible to bee practis'd; and the whole It 
ofthe Goſpel will be caken for an Aiery notion , fince ac 
they that profeſs greateſt regard toit , are no more help ime 
thereby. Oa what a ſhame is it, that Religion ſhould 
In this caſe make no more difference berwixt man andſyar 
man ! Thar ic ſhould nor, do ſay ? Yes ſurely ic will 6, 
where ever it is in truch and power. For does not the rac 
eſſence of ir, lye in the ſouls being brought off from the 
world, and ſelf-will, to the love of God and ſubje& 
onto him? Wherefore ſomuch ſubmiſſion to his will, 6 
much holineſs and religion chereis in the ſoul. Oh Sirs, Þu 
theſe (though they mike nor ſuch a noiſe and a 
l 
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"The world) are beter differences of a godly man from a 
or witicked, chan any outward profeſſion and performances; 
line though theſe alſo may have their uſe and excellence. ) 
f cllWherefore ſhew tothe world ( what ever their common 
oufenſures are ) that iris not ſomuch your care to differ 
Thien chem in ſome by-opinions and lictle firifneſles, as 
» lily bumilicy, meekneſs;, conrempt of the World , and 
wniſaftearenly-mindedneſs. And now let theſe graces diſ- 
Oy themſelves, by your chearful, patient deportment 
{ov der all your grievances. And labour you to chear up 
t eur poor Neighbours, and let them know what an un- 
rhink Sand fooliſh ching ic iszro be ſo much concernd for theſe 
od andfſogs, whilit chere are ren thouſand rimes greater offer-= 
thing cocheir choice : and above all , ſee that your coun» 
 isaFbare backer by your examples, This will force an ad- 
ation from beholders, and make them take knozledge 
, that you have been with Feſws. Your belief and 
dence inthe promiſes of the Goſpel , being thus 
& manifeft, will honour them and him that made 
af; and may pur others upon enquiry, what ic is in Re- 
oo char producerh ſuch norable effefts : As the brave 
undaunced behaviour of Primitive Chriſtians under 
ardſhips and cruelcies , drew many Heathens firſt 
imire, after to ſearch into, and embrace Chriftiani« 
whole If theſe things bee well weighed , you cannor bur 
ſince Fnowledge , that the patience and calmneſs, I am 
belt Yimding you ro, is much more for your intereſt both 
hould ul and body, than the contrary cemper : And if rhis 
n andiranced , need I ſay any more to men of common 
will, Yon, to dire&, or exhore them, which to purfue and 
or the race. And ſo much for the fourth particular. 
m the $- Farcher reaſon for , and help co this holy frame 5 
jed-Þ may finde, If you will but raks an impartial view of 
Ul, fofemany mercies, which are (fill vouchſaft you;, the confi- 
| Sirs Futon whereof may infiru& you > how unreaſonable 
Win 
the 
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and diſ-inpznuous it is, to have your eyes fo fil' 
rears for, and:your mindes {6 poſſe with , the chant 
of what you have loft, chat you ſhould overlook andy 
' ger whar you have lefr. Eſpecially when che mere 
yer lefrs are ſo very conſiderable as yours are, both Te 


poral and Spiricual. Isir norhing, do you think, | 
your lives are preſerved , chough your livelihood bel 
ſened ? This was promiſed ro Ebedmelech as 2 great ti 
vour , that hi life ſhould be given him for a prey , Ter. of 6 
18. And doubtleſs Lot rook it for ſuch, when the Ahoy 
reſcued him fromthe flames chat conſum'd his Cyſh®" 
When he was bid ro eſcape for his Life , we read nx f® © 
any Goods that he cattied along with him, And chaff P 
this preſervariofi was more fignalco himm ( as Neodb's dif 
was) in that che reſt of the Ihhjabitatits were deftroy'd An 
yet is the mercie never the leſs ro you , for having mi 
more to patrake thereof : bur you have cauſe adminiff® 
toblefſe God, not only for your ſelves , bur alſo and {ac 
behalf of your neighbours, friends, and relations; whey 
as Lothimſelf did not altogerher enjoy this privile 5 
his Sons in Law periſhing is the fire , and his Wiklp®'* 
looking back upon it : Her faulr, ir's probable, beingthdf®*P 
which 1 atn wiſhing you co avoid , viz. That (he tlif* 
longing minde afcer her Honſe and Goods , inftealdf*®®' 
chankful heare for her Life , wherefore remember 
_ Wife. But yet you know,ſome there were(though,blelf* he 
be God,bur a few ) that loſt their lives in the lare CP? 
Aagration, and that neither you nor yours were of df )% 
few, you owe it tofree metcie , and owe for it the belf*®! 
tieft thankfulneſs, 1fchen it be crue (what Truch WF 
felfhath cold us) that the life # more than meat , « d 
body than raiment, have you any reaſon to repine , wif: 
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d 


thz berrer is preſery'd, though the worſe ſhonld 
Bur, farcher, I ſuppoſe,chere are very few, if any of 
tripe (0 bare , as not to have food an1 raiment , 
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If you have, you are commanded to be content, and 
zeaſon to bee ſo; you may ſeeborh, x Tim. 6.8. 


Lnd's ambicion went no higher, than for Bread co car 


|Clothes co put 0n, Gen, 28. 20. andhave noe you 
| till > Whar chough they be plain and homely, if 

ſupply che neceſſicies of nature , and keep you fic 

works you havecodo in the world, whar do you 


edfrom them more? Reaſon and Religion will cell 


thisis enough , whatever a fleſhly diſpoficion may 
afcer, Moreover, bave you not health and ftrengrh, 
treaſon and ſenſes ? beſides all other particular mer- 
to your ſelves or yours , whereof your own thougngs 
preſenc you with a larger Catalogue than I can re- 


j And ler me pur 1t to your Conſcience , whether it is 


e ſeemly for you that are encompaſt with ſo many 
cies,to own and admire the goodneſs of the Donour, 
fadly to lament the removing of ſomewhat you en- 
d,and peeviſhly ro quarrel wich him chat did ir, How 

d you cry ſhame upon ſuch carriage among men? 
ſee any one repine ar his friend for calling in an tuin- 
pound, whilt yer hee lefr him eyice as much in his 
|: Or for a Childe co murmur art his Father , from 
mhe hach all his maincenance, for withdrawing from 

ſomething chat hee may well enough bee withour, 


Sad how juſt your cthankfulneſs is upon account of what 
enjoy, will yer plainlier appear,if you conſider, thar 
\Myou have proceeds purely from che kindneſs of your 
MnefaRor; and that he can as cahly remove all, as any 


z yea, and may juſtly doit, and you have rather de- 


p- Fd that hee ſhould ſo, Look abroad alſo into the 


4 


k brought to, Such of whom the World x45 not wor- 


d, and obſerve what mulcicudes chere are in a worſe 
ton than you ; and look back npon former times , 
ſee what ſtraits many of Gods deareſt ſervants have 


thy, 
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tþy, found no better efterrainment in ir, than in$, 
this and Goatshins , towander up and down in mild 
and mountains , dens and caves of the earth ; and havews 
you berter raiment and lodging than ſo ? Paul tellg 
of himſelf, that he was in hungrings and watchingy, 
maintained himſelf by che work of his hands, Ye 
che Lord Jeſus himſelf, when on earth, underwenth 
over andchirſt, watching and w2arineſs, and hadna 
much as where tolay his had. And is the Servant 

er than bis Maſter ? Or ſhall he complain whilſt he bay 
the ſame, or berter uſage than he ? *Tis recorded (v1 
rememder) of eAiexander, that when a diſh of wifi 
was brought him , in atime when all his Army was for 
afflicted wich rhirſt , hee chrew ic away, on purpoſe yr 
reach chem patience by his own example, And ſhall your 
the example of Jeſus, the Captain of our Salvation, doffMici 
much more to make all his Souldiers willing ro endure 
hardſhip, waich hee hath born before chem? and haſt ye 
ſhewedchat ic is tollerable,and promiſed to make ic ſouſode 
chem. 1 
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Bur beſides the many cemporal' mercies that arer1s ? 
ſerv'd you,which beſpeak contentment with your preſeaſſ? 1 
eſtare, you have ſuch ſpiricual priviledges , as miy beg®*s, 
trong engagements to this ducie. Ar what rate isittoþ970u 
bee valued , that you were born and brought up whe 4h 
che Goſpel is purely diſpens'd : not in [ndia, or Twhy the 
where ic is not known nor embrac't z not in Spain or huts 
ly, where iti ſo much locke up from the people : burinf#the 
England , where it hath been ſo induftriouſly publiſh $902 
and inculcated. And tell me what you think, if cheſe glalol 
ridings of ſalvation were now newly come tc your eattff ' 
diſcovering the true God , and the way to happinss FF 
with him through che Meſſiah,and you were bur juſt com 
out of Heatheniſh darkneſs ro the beholding of this gle 
rious lightz would ict not ſo ſwallow up 2nd =} 

ſouls} 
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fouls 5 chat. yo! would ſearce minde avy thitig wichdfic 
# fior ever once more think of your loſt efare , with 


i wy kinde of crouble > *Tis very-probable it might have 


11 nx: 
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name 


ſich effe&s upon you, if receiv'din the power of it: for 
we finde ic had noleſs upon thoſe Hrit Chriſtians , who 
ſowillingly ſold all they had , and laid irat the Apoſtles 
ſeer. And why thould the Goſpel beche leſs regarded , 
ſkcauſe you have been long acquainred with ic > Its own 
worth, and the mercie ro you is never che leſs, and there- 
fore ought your elteem of ir, and irs force upon you to bs 
great ; Eſpeciallie, fince it hath pleaſed God ro make 
reffeQual co your ſouls , and hath thereby broughr you 
to the knowledge and love of himſelf, rhrough Jeſus 
Chriſt, And is not this ſuch a peculiat important fa- 
your, that it may make you bear any ching comforrably, 
hich 15 no prejudice ro it ? To have God entich and 

rm you wich the graces of his Spirir, co give his Son ro 

your Husband and Head, and himſelf, through him 


Sobecome your loving Father and Catisfying portion , 


ar would you defire, or what can you have more than 
is ? Or what can come amiſs to you whilſt you have 


lt? There was ſome reaſon, though mixe with barſh- 


ſs; in Foab's ſpeech ro David, when hee took him up 


hs droundly for his unſeaſonable , exceſſive lamentations: 
of Abſaloms death, after a rebellion had been ſuppreſt 


the gaining of a'viRory, telling him ( wich many o- 


ter words) that he perceiv'd if «Alſolom bad liv'd , and 


the prop! died, it bad pleaſed him well, 2 Sm. 19. 6. 
I may not you, whoſe ſorrows are exceſſive for world- 
loſſes, be jnftly charg'd with as great fondneſs and ful - 


| If? For does nor your carriage ſeem co ſpeak , hat if the 


tics, and have but little regard for your friends ? For rell 
| I 


bad liv'd and flowriſht with you , though all yuur other 
t had died, it had pleai'd you well } And does not 


is ſhew ( as David is there charg'd ) that you love your 


ne » 
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me, if you account the mercies. that are lefc you of may h 
worth than thoſe chat are fled away , why do you nor ts k 
Joyce more in thoſe which you have , than grieve for 
want of theſe ? And may pot God juſtly ſay to you (4 4 
continue the allutton) that if you will not ariſe and be 79 P 
furted, all the kindneſs hee hath birizertoſhexntyun , ſhallby a 
withdrawn ? And that would indeed be worſe for you, tha d 
an) evil that hath Lefaln you, from your youth until now. Moab fy 
it nor needs be highly dilpleafing ro God, to ſeg his F 
ple not to be content with him alone,except they n_ ey 
their part in the creature as others have ? will not ever 
carnal men in this reſpe& condeqn you ? For theyea 
make a kinde of miſerable (hift #i:hout God in ihe mold, 
and cannot you finde enough in God for your ſatisfaRin 
wichout the world ? How, 1 beſeech you , canthis cop 
fiſt wich your profeſſion co take him . for your God? by fou 
which we mean a Being in whom all perfeRions anda 
cellencies, all thar is needful or deſirable for the ſoul, 
1s tobe plenceouſly found. And canthat be reallytaky 
for your God , in the having of which , you reckonnafſ;g, 
your ſelves abundantly provided for in every regard? I "= 
you think indeed, there is notenough in God to male 
thoſe that love him , art all times , perfeRlie and cap tar 
pleatlie happy, rhoughthey had no creature in che nudfſe;4 
co reſt upon > May not they, to whom the Lird # th 
portion of their cup and their inheritance, well \, ay, thar ther Dor 
cup runneth cer, and that they have a good!y berg” 6. 
though rhey ſhould nor have one foot of Land, nor ſcar 
a bic of Bread co put in thejr mouchs? Certaivly Godullss 
all and more than all, and they that enjoy his favour:callgy. 
want no good thing, but may alwaies glory in that ſullytts, 
ciencie and redundancie of felicicie laid up for chemi 
him, Evenhere cnearch, inthe abſence of all 
comfcrts, God hath waies.of conveying more ſuit 

ſubſtantial comfort, chin the whole world can afford, 


of 
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Tf (ſieving Sonts cher have cheir whole recourſe co,amd af- 
16} (fidhitely heng upon im. You that have raſted that the 
X the Of Gard  Gr4ci0ns,canncr bur acknomwledee this, Wherefore, 
(v}] alt ro minde your own experiences of his goodneſs, 
«a» BN ind whar many of his deat ſervants have left upon re- 
lin F eotd, ther they have formd from him itt the day of cheir 

diftrefs; and hereby ſer your ſouls a longing afcer him : 
Malt f Prefs har after che moſt cloſe and intimate communi« 
ds 8 wich him , and refi nor eill you feel your ſelves re- 
you NF awd and chear'd with thofe communications of himſelf , 
een F hich. he is wone to beſtow upon ſuch neceflicous , hun- 
) 00 Yofie ſouls, as being nor onlic empried of the cteature , 
"014 Bhat of loye to it, breathe afcer nothing ſo much, as'more 
Kun God. And when you are thus rejoicing in him, more 
5 CO-F than in all riches, whar is it that can ſadden you 2 when 
! YE jouareſatisfied in him as with marrow and farneſs, what 
SS anc can you feel > Bur moreover , how may ic yer even 
ſoul, farther advance you above the troubleſome ſenſe of all 
/ ales your preflures , ro remember , thac your preſem ſweet- 
00M and moſt delicious tafles of Divine favour, are bar 
the overflowings of chat cup , which will afford you full 
> mike hes ro all ecernicie ; ſome rivulers ſtreaming from 
d cull dar immenſe ocein of goodneſs and joy, which will ne- 
: nat ec bee exhauſted. Bur @f chis (as I promiſed) I now 
{ « vleme to fpeak by it ſelf, and ſhall mention nothing 
ac erÞ gore, | 
Tis 6. Wherefore, Laftly, for your ſupport and chearing 
r (USB tider all rhe troubles chat are com'n upon you, Remem- 
ker, There is a reſt remains for all you that are the people of 
urged; an everlaſting happineſs to bee enjoied with him , 
en the world and all irs works ſhall bee vaniſhe and 
« Do'you not know there is a time coming, 
Wd apace it comes, when you ſhall know God (in ſome 
) as you are known by him, clearliez when you 
l plea'e him, and de _ in him perfe&lie; when 
| 2 


Dd you 


- 
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you ſhall love him,and be lov'd by-him feelinglis;, why 
you (hall enjoy chis blisfulz , cavitbing communiog my 
him ecernallie ? Is rhere ſuch an- inexpreſſible glone 
chis purchas't for you , and reyealedto you by the Lay 
Jeſus, and can you come inco that condition. wherey 
you may not. rejoice in hope of46-2 Why did he tell ya 
of this , but that b1s joy might remain in you , and yourjy 
might be full 2. Fhac your belief;of this tuture-advancs 
ment , mighe keep you from fznking and fainting inthe 
loweſt eſtate? Is ir comelie for # Prince, the Heir ohh 
Crown, to lament-the loſs ok, a farthing ? And areyy 
lofles any greater (though the ſumme of them ſhouldy 
moune to thouſands and millions) if compatr'd toyar 
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inbericance ,: #&v are beirs of-God , cebeirs with Chrift; I ful 
What though a temporal-eſtace be loft , fince it 18 noel i bot 
than an eternal- Kingdome- which you have in reverfi! Þ| fiot 
Imagine you heard: ChriR ſaying to you., Though zur i $9) 
Hoſes be burnt , yetlet nit your hearts bee troubled , ini Of 
Fathers houſe are many manſions ;. thuupy now you are fy 4 
and down, yet ſhortly Ile rake you to the place I have prepars Wh 
whence you ſhall never remave mire. And does hee ns Ye! 
ſpeak to this purpoſe in his Goſpel , Jobn 14.143. 's 

nt 


Though this you liv'din bee no conringing City ,. yetthr 
& one tocome, Which you are now ſeeking after. When al 
you land gazing upon the heaps chat once were houſes, {#4 
and are ready to mingle your cears with their duſt ; lik Eph! 
up your cies and your mindes, and think of thoſe frees £ You 
of the new 7Jeruſa/em, which have another kinde of bee | 2 
ele than London in all its glorie,. and this join'd withy 9m 
ſabilicie char will never ſuffer chem co bee. curned in ts, 
Rubiyſh. Whar « priviledge is ie now accvunced,co bx 
an eflare it-Lan4 ior a reſerve , when that -in Houſes 
Wares is gong? Bur what is it to bave. that better com- 
trey, which the Parciarchs ſought, even the CzlefliabC 

naan, for an bericage ? which 1s: ſubjg& ro none of; chok 


_ RR | 
afugfrics, that all wy of earthlie poſſeſſions are ? 
wac chough' you bave 'it, nor in hand”, yer if you bee 

"Childrenof God , 'tig as ſure as if you bad ; and 
then you are com'n ro 1ge ron up 1nto 2 fitneſs fos 
c, youThall ceftainly % elle ir, ugh your Bills 
and Bonds may be burnt; yer ſo are not" the Promiſes 
mich convey this inheritance : rhough your Bibles 
geaiſelves ſhould be'burnt, yer the Covenant of Grace 
temiins firm; Heaven and Ezrch ſhall ſooner paſs away, 
than ane cictle of Gods Ward fail. And yon have al- 
. | ready che firſt-fruits of this your future porrion, viz. che 
ladwellings of che Holy Spirit, which_may afſure youthe - 
fulneſs of glory remains for you in"thebeavens, And 
bach cheſe ic was that made the Chriſtians, I before men- 
| floned, 70 cake joyfully the ſpoiling of their prods; as knowing 
they bad in themſelves ( for ſo plainly the words lie in the 
Original ) 4 better ſubſtance ( the Gtaces of the Spirit ) 
ad induring in the Heavens, (Glory ut ſelf) ' Heb. 10.34. 
Wherefore inflead of making ſuch a matter of your per- 
tle loſſes, pray for your ſelves, as Pan! for his Epheſians. 
. Ther God would give you the Spirit of niſdome' and revelation 

inthe knowledge of him ;, the eyes of your underſtandiny leing 

alicbined , T You may know mhat is the bye of his calling, 
ol what the riches of the plory of hes inheritance in the Saints, 
Epheſ. x. 17, 18, For did you cleatlier know this, you 
would judge it more reaſonable for the wealthieſt Cirt- 
zen to bee dejeRed for his lofles than you, whoſe verie 
earneſt is of more value than all his wealth. *Tis you, 
Sits, and you only , who know noend of your riches, 
eicher as to their greatneſs,or duration , whereas all 0- 
thers may be fathom'd and exhauſted : If God be infi- 
We and everlaſting , ſo is your portion; when you are 
tefle4ing upon your loſſes, confider your ſelves as upon 
te borders of the other world , and ſee how they dwin- 
eines a macter of nothing * A man that's now going to be 
i ever perfe'tly bleſſed in the fall enjoyment of Ged , __ 

. $4 li 
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loſt a litle money, by the way. Oh heavie chance !- If 
were todie within this monethor year, how lirtle 
this eſtoy For you know how theſe gs x 
ed and valued on che orher fide; the greye , how. 
and Saints care fot heaps of gold: Hop Ore A 
then would you have been berrep for all char's gone frog 
you? And can you not Ea near char ipch'of din be 
ewixr you and, approaching dearth, Forerhipk , moree 
ver , how leſs than noching theſe now {o al: 

will appear, when you are got ſafe inco heaven , Whit 
it to Lazargi in Abraham's boſome , thar once he 1zy it 
Dive: his gate > And will it be any thing to you why: 1 
loſs you had in 1666, when you are lodg'd in Exernide? 
Why then ſhould chat be ſo much to you nov , whid 
will ſhorclie be as if ithad never been? To cond 
when all you are plac'c ſo advantageouſlie in tbarhi 
Rate, whence you may take a view of the ain't Fries 
of Providence, and the ſeveral means whereby the fool 
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of the Church and your own particular Salvation wei 1 
carried on, and ſhall ſee what a tendencie thoſe Diſper- of 
ſations had to this end, which here ſeemed moſt darkind f yi, 
amazing , how will you be rais'd co the admiration dF y,, 
his Wiſdome and Power who fate at the Stern, andlyF ,4, 
all cheſe ſtrange cranſ2Rions fulfilled che counſel of WY i,j 
own mok bleſied will > And the fore-choughrs of this | 7, 
ſhould now beger in you the like frame , whilſt you be I ,ur 
lieve that which yer you cannot ſee. 

From all char hath been ſaidis farther manifeſt, wat (4 
a vaſt difference there is berwixt your condition, who g,. 
Gods peculiar people, and theirs who are firangets pf 4, 
him , whilk co outward appearance your ſufferings at ey 
the ſame; and rherefore how ficis icchat your demets | thi, 
our ſhould be accordinglie better than theirs ? It bv @4, 
Comes not you to think or ſpeak at the rates they do» Fay (a; 
8 manto have his worldlie incereſt, and all hopes of ts le 


eoveripg it quice broken, is wichchem co be nu ut- 
on; 


_ .. (133), 
tate: fo they plainlie peak, and ſuch are their vetrie 
hrs © Bac will you judge your ſelves wndone , whilſt 
yoo have God dwelling within you, 29d at heaven where 
ya (alt ever dwell with God > Undone indeed you 
would bz, if your God was gone asthtirs is ; and there- 
fore blame nor che poor men if they rake on, for »har 
hve they more ? Bur all you che Favourices and Heirs of 
Heaven, Children of the Moſt High, to whom you pro» 
eſs to have whollie given up your ſelves, to you I con» 
tude my Exhorraticn as I began ir , char you would nor 
diſcover any ſuch ſorrow or impatience, underthis Provi- 
dence, as ſuirs not with your Honourable Relation 
and Profeſſion ; or as ſpeaks you both unmindful of the 
many grear reaſons you have for contentedneſs and joy, 
and careleſs of improving chem when chey are ſuggeſted 
to you, 

Two more ObjeRtons which m2y hets probably be 
farted, I would willinglie remove. 

ObjeR. 1.Some may for, Jes indetd if we had aſſurance 
of the love of God, that ne are bus children, and ſhould fur ever 
Yand B 1. with bir in glory, we could comfortably besr all that he 

barb Laid upon tt, as proceeding from love : But how can xe, 
nd by when we have reaſon to fear £ contrary , and ty regard hrs 
of ts judgements as tokens of bts diſpleaſure ag1inſt ns for our fins ? 
0 f To the ſeveral things in this ObjeRion, [ (hall ſrams an 
u bY ener incwo or three particulars, very brieflie. 
t, If indeed you want aſſurance of Gods love 
"at (whereby I mean ſach well-grounded hopes and com- 
0 ty forrable 2 prehenhons thereof, as ordinarilie prevail 0- 
15 09 fer your doubts and fears, and enable you chearfullic co 
5 if] expect death and judgement.) If, I ſay , you have nor 
mw this, is ic not your wiſeft courſe diligenclie co ſer your 
© x ves to attain ir, in theuſe of choſe means that afe pre- 
{ctibed co char purpoſe , rather than ro (i: ill and faine- 
legive way co your deſpondencies, and thereby aggra- 
I vaie 
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vace all other troubles ' inco an; intallerable Mw 
.Would chis aſſurance be ſs profitable (as you your ſelyy 
acknowledge) and ſo fortihe your. ſpirirs againſt ally. 
ſaulcs whatever , and will you nor be quickned to lod 
afcer it ? Since, in char meaſure I have meniion'd, | 
may be got and kept by diligent,bumble, watchful Chi- 
ians. The merhod you can hardlie be ignoranc of, iche- 
mg ſo plain and ſo frequentlie prelt upon you , viz, 
That you ſhould Rudie well the cerms of the Covenax 
of Grace , and examine whether you are willing to cone 
uptothoſe terms ; that you ſhould ſearch the Scri 
what manner of perſons ir tells you ſhall be ſaved; and 
then ſearch your own hearts whether you be ſuch, andif 
' you are nor, withour any more delay, to do what in you 
lies co become ſuch. And not to digreſs now to the lay- 
ing down of marks and figns, lec me onlie wiſh you ty 
conſider what I have before intimated ,. That your pie 
bearing of Geds hand tis a ſingular evidence of your ſincerity; 
For finceche principal effeR of rrue Religion is, toſub 
je the ſoul roche Will of God, then a ſubjeRion roſud 
inſtances of it as are ſocroſs ro our carnal inclinatigny 
is a good diſcovery of a truly Religious man, He ty 4 
keeps bimfelf ſo mnſpotred from the world, that he is neither (eun 
polluted with inordinate love to ity whilſt in his hands, Yue 
nor muddied with foul and turbulent paſſions when is for 
caken our of them, his Keligion 35 pure and wdefiled bifat Yue. 
God. To bridle theſe motions of the heart , as well « Jlim 
che rongue, (hew our Religion not to be vain. Burt talk Yiiet 
heed of pervercivg thisro your farcher trouble , crying gs" 
out, that you then perceive your condition worſe thy 
ever, fince you are ſofar from this rewper of mind ;baf 
rather be engag'd to greater indufiry wich your hewJga 
now atlengthrco bring them thereto, ſince when. yu 
hee done this, from this patience and meekneſs my 
flog7 that aſſurance which hicherco you bave ſought wI1v 
| vil; 
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vaio ; £01 bythe exerciſe of Grace, the being and eruth 
ic diſcovered. | 
"2, If pou Judge chat it is for your ſins you now ſuf- 
ſer, and Conſcience rells you plainlie and crulie, whar 
it Bihoſe fins are , your onlie way is humblie co.acknowledge 
Chi- Yhem before God to repent of and ſpeedilie ſer againf 
itbe- {;hem, chac hereby you may ger a pardon, and the ſenſe of 
; biz, Fir, 4nd ſo may acrain to ſarisfaRion and comforr. | 
enane |} 3, And know farcher , chis fincere and ingenuous re- 
come nce which God requires at your hands,is no way \n- 
pure, canfiftenc with char quier frame of ſpirit which I adviſe 
; and Yew co: Hecalls for no upproficable , perplexing grief, 
_ that alone which may be for your good , which 
n you [may Ering you more thorowlie from the love of ſip, and 
e lay- ſo be a means co joy irſelf, And eafilie may you con- 
ou to Elczive , char this godlie ſorrow for fin may well conhiff 
patien Ynich patience under ſuffering : for cannot a man, whoſe 
crit): exceſs bach brought him into a Surfeir ,- at the ſame cime 
0 ſubs FPbe griev'd for thar folly which procur'd his fickneſs, and 
0lud Flyer covtent with che lh Phyſick which may cure him 
tions Wef it ? | 
e thy } 4. Furchermore, Need [I cell you what an unſound ar- 
either Yeument it is, to conclude from your afflicions , that you 
hands, Yure not in favour with God 2 Do you think it reaſonable 
en is or ſafe, ro argue from our proſpering in the World, that 
{ befat ne are beloved of him, and. our wayes well pleaſing to 
| « lim? And is there any more reaſon co judge the contra» 
« talk Yiiefrom cur adverſitie > Were che Apoſtles , when exer- 
asd, as upon a Theatre, wich ſufferings of all ſorts, diſ- 
eleemed by God ? Or when he brought for:h Jub, to 
combar wich thoſe eyils which Satan had libercie ro bring 
aainlt him, did he doic becanſe he was angry with him, 
go did not love him ? Though his fricnds indeed would 
needs have had it ſo, yer that good man was ſo jult both 
v19God and himfelf , thar he would not believe hay: 
: n 
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And though you for the ſame teaſon ſhould meer 

che ſame charge of hypocriſte, or aty other crimes, ter 
bit Faichfullic With your ſelves, and if yout Canſciael 
beat wieneſs ror your integritie before God , be 'tior all; + 
ved from the'belief and 'comfort-of it , either by yoo! 
ſeffetinge , of the cenſures thar for cheit ſakes my 
faſtened upon you: Boch may ferve as trials of yſſ* 
Grace , but neither are ſufficient proofs of any fu. 
ptlilts ; ; Kt 

Yea, laflſy, Grznr that for ſome particular fins yin 
are afflicted, yer have I not ſhewn, char even this mykeſſ® 

an evidence of Gods love, and ſo far a ground of « 
fort to you ? Is it not fove toreduce you ro himſ:If fi 
thoſe waies that might be your ruine > He chac ſhal$®! 

luck you back, when in an humor you was running4 

rown your ſelf, though he might rear your cloathgi 
ftrugling, yer ſhould have your hearcie rhanks, when fallf 
were com'nto a betrer mind. Pray cell mes cannoruif® ! 
Hate your (in, and yet love your ſelves? Yea, Co youndf® 
then love yout ſelves beſt , when you do moſt againſt) 
And may not God do ſo roo? Your fin he hates, adf* 
wills the deith of it, and ſends afflictions rorhar tad; 
but all this while he loves your ſouls, and rherefore takes 
this courſe with their Enemies. What reaſon then he 
you but to acknowledge this love, and ſubmit coll t 
methods for your recoverie > And by this your compl- 
ance with, and improvement of his dealings , you 
beft make ic out that they came from love, and rherefae 
are to be born comforrablie, according to your own c 
feſhon. 

Obje&, 2. Som? again perhaps will replie , Tow be 
ſaid much to comfort ns under all ow loſſes, and the port 
they have brought us to : But is it poſſible for them to take 
fort, that have nothing for themſelves nor families to lint 
ut , but my, for onght we know, within a while be broyit 
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als to flerve to death : Can any wan living bold up in ſuch 
S þL reighee Or can any ground of upport be adnmini» 


C,. f rH | 
| cp Yes, bleſſed be God very much ; fince he hach 
conſulced for us,, that there iz go poiſon in nature 
*Baichout its atrending antidote ; no trouble common” to 

"Yao, for which there is nor ſuitable proviſion made. 
i} 1. 1would have you call co mind how muchis ſaid in 
Ccripture to ſecure Gods ſervants from rheſe fears, You 
Yin that godlineſs bath the promiſe of this life , and that 
Wabich is rocome : You are bid not to perplex your ſelves 
* Beich thoughrs what you (hall ear and wear, fince your 
nlie Father knows what you need,and will cake care 
xyou accordingly.Y#hen the young Lions ſuffer hunger, they 
fear the Lord ſhall zant no good thing : 1 beir bread [hall 
given them, and their water ſhall be ſure ; and their ſouls 
all be kept alive in famine, . David in his rims had no ſees, 
p | @.qrar forſaken , mv his Seed beggirig lyead. And 
_ 7! theſe, witch a mulcicude the like, are nor to be ra- 
- en alcogether abſolucelie , yer I ſuppoſe irs ſeldome 
inown bur they are in ſome meaſare male good to all 
' 4 egodlic, Ic is bur a verie few in the bardeſt times (it 
exceptextraordinarie famines ) that perilh for lack 
f food ; but when did you know-2 good man do ſo ? 
d why ſhould you think chat will happen to you which 

ho ſeldome dotht to any ? 

ar ap. 3+ You canner, I believe ſay, that this is yet your con- 
Boon, that your wants are ſo pinching that you have no 
\ Mfay of relief left you any longer. Did your Childrene- 
r yer ask bread when you had it not togive them ? 
'e you not Rill one way or other found ſuccour ar 
ur greareſt need ? And = have not your ſtrairs been 
gorear as ever they are like to be > And have you not 
[we : Ivy God to depend upon? How exceedinglie diſ- 
yo APeaſed was he with the unbelieving murmurings of the 
” | Ifraclites, 


| (138 
Iſzaslites , who had ofc Wk his power imployed fy 
cheic ſeaſonable relief ? And why ſhould nor your ex 


rience engage you to cruſt in him? Eſpeciallie fince thy 


{che beſt way to have bis promiſes fulfilled "ro you 

mean, by your reFFing upon himfor whacever you way, 
with chis perſwaſion, chat if 1cbe good for you, ir” ſhi 
be given in'; andthatic proceeds not from lack of poy. 
Ex, truch or meErcie1n'God, if you go withour it. ' Isir og 
a2ain(t all reaſon, and your own eaſe, by unbelief ay 
carnal fears co anticipate your troubles, and by fright 
imagination3 to put your ſelves ro greater pain than ee: 
your condition is like to do ? Are we not told , that þ 

cient for the day'is the evil thereof ; and caughr co prayſn 
daily bread t Pethaps you have nor anocher day to lg, 


and then you are provided for ; or if you have, thisdasf 


Bread is 2 good [pledge rhar it ſhall be given to morron, 


SHEER PS% tmp. 


And retnemyer, there may be a greater diſtance bernix 


you and Rarving chan you imagine , onlie perhaps yu 


cake ir for a grievous matter to live ac lower rates tha 


you were heretofore wont. 

Bur lafllie , Suppoſe the thing you fear ſhould cone 
upon you , even that you and yours ſhould come to te 
for want of bread , yer is there no ſuch incollerableenl 


herein, char eicher the fore-thoughes, or the feeling ofis, ter 
ſhould overwhelm your ſpirits, and leave you defticured fi 


all comfore, It is nor this, as dreadful as it ſeems, thi 


can make a good tmin miſerable , why chen ſhould ica-f| 
frighe you ſo much ? Lay afide, I encrear you, all paſa ſſi 
and prejudice , and calmlie conſider the verie cruch «fl 
the caſe : Can Rarving bring any thing worſe than deal 


And may not the Command of Chriſt here be of force; flead; 


That we ſhould not fear rh:t which can kill the body aly 


and then hath nothing more todo? What will ic be to you 

when once its over, what death you died on? Will titffkte o 

joyes of heaven be the leſs for che pains of that _ | 
£. , 


|; 
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that broughe you thirher 
queſtiouleſs manie arich ran , who--hath long lain tors 
qured wuh the Gour,or Stone , hath felt niare pain than 
ever poor man did , chough famiſhr rodearch. And asro 
the diſgrace , (which is reckoned one of the workt miles 
tiesof poyertie.) icis but matter of Opinion , which. « 
miſe man ought co live above. And if -it. may the more 
Pol convince you, hear what a veric Heathen ſpeaks to this 
1r0«Yf purpoſe 2 7how art afraid (ſaith he) leaſt rhou ſtouldſt want 
t al aeceſaries 3 art rho fo blinde that thou canft not foreſee whi- 
ohrful Y ther this 3549 will bring thee ? even thither , that a Feaver 
1 ere fÞ & 4) 180714] wound does, namely, to death. eAnd bait tha 
tf wt often gloried of thy willingneſs to die ? True, but my Chil- 
ray fir Þ dren grill {amriſh alſo; what then ? Will this carry them any 
o Ii, abither elſe ? 1s nat the paſſage rhe ſame , and the ſtate after 
dais Þ death the ſame > Wilt thos not therefore, with a mind fortified 
cron. againſt all ferrs of bunger and want, look, thitherward, whe- 

& Emperours and Kings, and the richeſt upon earth muib 
5 ya ſe leaps deſcend ? Only thou perhaps mayſt be kill 'd nith pe- 
| tha Yrary, they ich drunkenneſs and gluttony, ' What a ſhame 

sicthen for a Chriſtian ro be daunted with thoſe rhings 
come Fabich an Hearben could perceive ſo'harmleſs > Though 
6 &e flke could cell ſo little of any ſtate after death that ſhould 
le enl Ymake amends for the troubleſome paſſage inco it. Know 
of i, ten for certain, that whilſt God hath any work for you 
ute&Ftodo on earth, bee'l maintain you init : Rather will be 
;, thit Brain: Manna from heaven, or turn the ones into bread, 
| ic 2f-Fihan ler his ſervants wane, whill he ſeas fic tobave their 
aſſ Faies lengrhened out, Bur when be is pleaſed cocur off: 
uth thibgthread. of life , you may well enough bear ir, to have 
deal ſeflaff of life wichdrawn, When your jeurney's at an 
force; Fend; whar need you take care for proviſion for the way ? 
7 Bad needs mult your proviſion lalt as. long as your jour- 
0 10 Bhey 5 for when it all fails, your journey's at an end. As 
[1 eFte good woman valianclie, when the Popiſh Perſecutors 
yr | threained 


? Nay, aud as tomarter of pain, 
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drntetmarteinbyice Nod Why then! , ſaith 
Gad will take away my ſtomach, So when you are gut! 
acipacirie of having mainrenence; you (hall ſoon | 
needing ic. And in the meantime queſtion nor, but Owl 
will bring you through wherever he brings you © 
Wherefore ler the confidence and freſolurion of H 


kk, be yoursalſo, chac chough chere ſhould neither ſs 


fruicin che field, nor meat in che ſhambles, yet you wi 


rejoyce in the Lordgand joy in the God of your Salvatim, 
3.17, 18. Nowthough che fears of chis calaniey area if 


the molt pare very groundlefs, yer I was willing tof 


a caſe as bad almeſt as is poſſible co fal our,that you mnt 


bee convinc'd, there is no ſuch condirion wherein 


you canbe brought, that doth neceſſicare, or wilt juftife 
your dejeRtion and difiruſt. | 


And if indeed the pecple are in ſo happy a caſe nhoſeGoduth 


Lord, chatno calamicies need affright nor can undothew;Y 


then let me hence take riſe for an exhorration (wherend 


I ſhall conclude) to all the ſerious and true hed 
Chriftians in the Land, into whoſe hands theſe linexywh FP 


fall, that in the midſt of all the miſeries and dangers whit 
with we ſeem ſurronnded and threatned , they would be of 
thear, ſummon up their fainting ſpirits, and fortifie th 


to 4 reſolute, undawnted expettation of the worſt that moe 


fall us. 


neſsſurprize the hipocrire, but ler him thar walkerhrig 
reouſly be bold as a Libn , ſince his dwelling is on ig}, 
and his place of defence the nwnicion of rocks, 


not you their fear, neither bee afraid, but ſanftifie wf®. 


of Hoſts himſelf , ler him bee your fear, ter him 
your dread: fot hee is your = , and your Salva 
whom ſhould you fear ? He is the ſtrength of your hed! 


of whom (hould you be afraid ? Let your mindes be (ny 
en him, who will keep chem in perfe& peace , evetaF'® 


Ler the Sinners in Englandbe afraid, and ler fear? 


»; 
ws) 


| 


aeLoard Jehovab, is whom chere is everlaſting Arengeh; 
” "id che: [Jet wht in him (ball be as a » Which 
= mu payne y ety 

alem, ſothe Sr abouc hi . 

Jon even for ever, Wherefore though _ 

through the valley of the ſhadow of geath, yer fear 

ill , fipce God is with you, whois a verypreſenc 

in crouble, whoſe name is a Rirong tower , whereto 
Righteous run and ace ſafe, WhenSaul the Comman- 

er of an Armie,andRuler of a Kingdome may,io che an- 

wiſh of his minde an to a witch for relief;and Achicopbel 

he greacPolicician may have recourſe to an halteryec are 

never in any caſe defurute of a refnge , who are ac- 

inced with the Almightie ,anddwell under the ſhadow 

his wings. Does God,even your God,reign in the earth, 

Jud will you fear any thing chat can betide you whil'f 

chem, (9 4r© init> Are you noc alwaies in his hands, and 
re elſe can you be ſafer than chere?MuR you not eruſk 

ſouls wich him , when you go hence to chat other 

d, to- which you are yet ſo firange? And bewhollie 

this diſpoſing, whac emploimenc, ſocietie, and condie 

on you thall bee in for ever. Can you then truſt him 
exernitie , and not for a year or two till you come 

ther ? As confuſed as the affairs of this world may 

m, he hath nor caſt them out of his hands, bur governs 
ear{{{il in perfe& order,according to the nature and capacitie 
the ſubje&, When torms ariſe thac ſeem to threaten 

ſhip yon are in , you may apprehend. him ſaying to 

Br of good chear , $8451; 1 that raiſe ( or at leeſt per- 

6 88). and 1 who will lay their troubleſorn rempeſt. It would 
hinkÞ[Kingoed (25 the principal Philoſopher ſaigs) be worth, 
: Mile, to live in a world: defticuce of Providence: bur 
\enWis ner ſo, No evencs can befall., without the per - 
be (ilfthon of char ill , which you dailie pray may be done;, : 
vet afFis.in ſome ſenſe done ,_ 0ne4rth 45 33-44 yn heaven ; 3p 
| char 
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thit T thay ſay  *the whole (world is rul'd according y 
your praiers, And need 'you fear any rhing from 
will of God; finceir is his eternal and unchangeable 
cree, thar nothing ſhall make choſe men miſerable, yh, 
love him., andſubmic themſelves co his con 2dnj- 
niftractions 2 Whilft therefore you live nnder his goye 
menc ,. as you alwaies do, and can meer With norhine 
bur what heis pleas'd ſhould come to paſs ( 2s you tew 
can) how boldlie may you hold en your courſe , th 
encouncred with all choſe rerrours which diſmay the fiint- 
hearced, and cauſe them to run hither and chitheryttem- 
bling and lamenting ? Fire and Sword , Peſtilencewn] 
Famine,though they may well rerrifie thoſe that conver 
wich'crearures only (having no betrer a portion, andy 
ereater firength, then whar they afford) yerche menthy 
is arm'dt with a ſelf-reſignation to, and confidence 
God, may wich afi unbroken minde, march chrought 
chickeſt rrovps-of cheſe deaths and dangers :' as haviy 
God for-his felicitie, from wtom'they cannor force hin, 
and for his continual help , arid therefore they canac 
vanquiſh him, Yea, may I not adde, he beholds all the $6 
x fighting under'the Banner of the Lord of Hoſts, whde Þ 
ſervant he'is, and whoſe cauſe” he hath eſpouſed : Wiy/e 
chen ſhould he be more afraid to go through chem, th #! 
ſ6me known friend of the Gerierals , "is t6 —_— us 
che mid(t of his armed men? Trough he may goby te (® 
chouths of Cannons ready fixt-,” and the poinrs of dra Jt 
Swords, yer he dreads chem not ,* fince theſe inftrumew}Þ 
of death are prepar'd for - their enemies , nor ther 
friends. When any of theſe overflowing ſcourges pit 
over a Nation, and ſcemro take all before chem , jt 
then have the Righteous the ſame ſecuticie and priv'J$'+ 
ledge, chit Noah and his company in the Ark had, ite 
che time of the Deluge; what if 1 ſhould ſay , cheſaneſſ® 


that the fiſhes then had above all other Creatures 7 nr 
: out 
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om t< oat. ? For whilſt chey continue in compliance wich chae 
<0 pill which orders all chings for chem , rhey ate never 
».Þ cur of cheir properelemenc; whilR chey follow this Pro» 
{| yidence, and keep out of the by-parhs of wickedneſs , 
2overwll they are Rill in their way, Nor buc that their bodies are 
nl (weak 2s other mens , and their ourward enjoiments 
kubje& co che ſame caſualties: bur their ſouls are of ano= 
chouh] cher remper, and cheir happineſs of another narure, and 
in-0 cannot be deftroied or loft. Boldly may they defie all the 
Haſts of hell or earth chat riſe up againft them , fince 
mane of theſe can keep them from God whilſt they live y 
and do buc tranſlate chem co him when they die. Well 
therefore may you, whoſe intereſts are (o ſecurely plac't , 
que of the reach of all violence and malice ; fing aloud 
wich che bleſſed Apoſtle , whilit inche midRt of his bar- 
der ; he juſtly criumphs like a Conquerour 3 Ys ſhall ſe- 
ate ws from the love of Chriſt? Shall tribulation or di- 
ſs, perſecution or famine, nakedneſr,peril or ſword ? Nay, 
cangc ff in all theſe things we are more than conqueronrs through bins 
11 dee  thet loved us + For | aw perſnaded that neither death nor 
Whole fe, 12or arzgels, nor principalities, nor poners, nor things yre- 
: Why I ent, mor things 20 = - beighth, - depth, ner yy. = 
1 thn ceatwre ſhall be able to ſeparate us from the love of God which 
hrowh Y#6n Chriſt Feſus our Lord. Rom.8.35,37,38, 39. And 
Toy tat can be more comely, than all you upright ones, to 
f drm terurnchanks and praiſe rothar God , who hath dealt ſo 
umenr{gaciouſly wich you > And co rejoyce in your felicity , 
xc ther abich he hach made ſo ſecure and inviolable ? Inflead of 
es pi ſaatinual complainings of chis miſery, and the orher 
{mbich is upon us, or fearful propheſyings of worſe yer 
| pri iocome,, wherewith many are overmuch raken up. Let 
4 , WI% bigh praiſes of God be in yuur m14ths, who hath done fo 
ine ch for you, to make you ar all cimes ſafe, and there- 
& comfortable. Bleſſe him with all your Souls, for 


ou!{Wineftimable love co mankinde, which he hach ——_ 
K e 
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ed by Jeſus Chriſt , in whom bee is reconciling the world 
bim/elf, and hath aRually done thar work upon. you; 
whereby ircomes ro paſs , that being reconciled to the 
Creator, the whole Creation is ſo far at peace with you, 
thar all the Creatures which Rand on his fide will not 
hurc you,and chey char are his enemies cannot, Praiſe your 
Redeemer, who by his death hach (lain your foes, ſpoil'd 
princjpallicies and powers, diſabled Satan , overcom'n 
the world.and taken the fting our of all affliction anddeath 
ir ſelf; that you might walk ſecurely through this vale of 
tears, anddepare our of it cheartully, Oh praiſe his 
name, thar hee hath kept you from being deftroyers 
your ſelves, and will keep all other things from defiroy- 
iog you. Bee thankful co him for the glorious light of 
his Goſpel, and for enlightning your mindes therewith, 
whereby you are made acquainted with the true nature 
of all things that concerns you ; that ſo you might nei» 
ther be tarcled with choſe Bugbears, which che fears and 
fancies of weak and guilty men, inthe dark apprehend 
ſorerrible, nor fall into thoſe real: miſchiefs , whichig+ 
norant benighted finners run upon to their own deſtru&i- 
on. God hath already done much for you, and hah giv- 
en you promiſes of very much more ; praiſe him there» 
fore for what you have, and for what you hope for : Eſpe- 
cially for the dawnings of Heaven in your ſouls, and for 
the promiſes of a fuller glory hereafcer, to be revealedin 
you. 'Andrchrough che hopes of this , bee you everfils 
with peace and joy in beleiving, And with the frequent me» 
dication of all his loving-kindneſs , be Riill making malt 
dy in your kearts to the Loyd , giving thanks alwaies for al 
things anto.God and our Father, in the name of our Lord fe 

ſus Chriſt. p 
I have before endeavoured to take off thoſe hit 
drances to this frame which mighe ariſe from worldy 
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they befall us ( 25 I have fullie manifeſted Y how much 
feſs do they deſerve our ſorrow and fear, leaft chey 
ſhould ?- And indeed it was my defign, nor ontie co com- 
fore thoſe rhac have mer with croubles, bur co prepare 0+ 
thers for wharever they may meer with. Burt chere is yer 
mocher ObjeRion behind, rhar may appear of more 
weight than any of che former, which 1 cannor alcoge- 
ther paſs over in filence, fince fain I would do fomertnng 
for the removal of all ſhelcers and prerences for carnal 
fears and faintings, which do ſo much pinch and wrong 
Chriſtian ſouls, hinder the pleaſancneſs and benefir of 
their Societie , and eclipſe rhe glocie of their profeſ- 
fio0. 

Obje#t. Perhaps chen ſome may tell me, That this is an 
wnſeaſonable time to call men t1 joy and chearfalneſs, when ſuch 
beavy judgements lie xpon #4, and ſuch a black cloud hangs & 
ver us, ( and God ts angry with thoſe nho takes no notice of, nor 
bay 1s beart his hand ) when we conſider alſo the low eſtate of 
Gods Church, both at home and abroad. When the Church in 
former times was in ſuch a condition , we find what birter 14- 
mentations holy men were wont to make : The lofs of the «Ark 
coſt Eli's life, and Nehemiahs ſerrow of heart, when Jerue 
ſalem lay waſte, was ſo great, that the King rock notice of it 
by the change of his countenance, Neh. 2.2. Why then ſhould 
it not be ſo with us ? 

eAnſw. 1. In anſwer wherero, Firſt let me repeac 
the Caution I have before laid down, that you ſhoutd 
notrhink I am perſwading you to be regardleſs of Gods 
hand Rretchr our avainſt us; neirher think ,, 1 beſeech 
you, that I perſwade you co any ſuch mirth and jolltie 
which might manifeſt chis regardleſneſs. This is indeed 
provoking to God, when he calls to Faſting, Humiliation, 
and girding wich Sackcloth, to behold killing of Sheep, 
and ſlaying of Oxen, Banquers and Revellings, wich all 
knd of exceſs and bravefe « *Tis co none of chisrhat — 
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call yous not to haunt Taverns and Playhouſes, feaftings 
and dancings, to fing and drink away your reaſon and 
fears rogether ; rather do you pitie their diftraRion who 
take this courſe , whilſt chey may deride your ſeriouf- 
neſs. 'So far am Ifrom this, that on che other hand,1Ids 
earneftlic defire you to labour for the moſt awakened 
prehenſions of Gods dealings with us, and the deſgn of 
chem, chat you may be ſuicablie affe&ed therewith , and 
meer him in the way of his judgements , rightlie beha» 
ving your ſelves under che ſame : Bur all chis may be 
done withour {laviſh dejeRions and terrours , Which on- 
lic I plead againſt, 


3, Yea furthermore , as ro what evils may be ye 


hanging over us, my counſel alſo is, that you would {o 
far apprehend and expe& them, as may pac you upon the 
uſe of choſe means which are likelieft ro prevent then 
or as may tend to prepare you for them , Whilſt your 
fears have no worſe effe&s than ro quicken you to dailie 
earneſt tirivings with God on the behalf of chis poor 
Nation, and to a careful Reformation of your ſelves 
and families, and a ſerious endeavour ( according to 
your place and capacitie ) that others ſhould do the 
like, inorder to the removal of whac judgements we 
feel, and the prevencion of thoſe we fear ; this while | 
condemn them not. Moreover, whilſt you are ſo repre- 
ſencing to your ſelves the worſt that can in all likeli- 
hood happen, that you may nor be ſurpriz'd thereby, but 
may get furniſh wich ſuicable Rrengeh and comfort, you 
a& wiſclie : Burt this is a different thing from enter- 
raining ſuch miſgiving, ghaſtlie fore-thoughes thereof, as 
onlie weaken and corment you. Hath nor Chriſt bid his 
ſervants when chey bear of wars, and rumrs of wars , is ſee 
they be not troubled Þ And in all the calamities chat came 
pon the Jews, God would Rill have the Remnane chat 
nas faichful, ſpoke comfortabþe to. 1n choſe grear 2 
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HMoniſhing changes which God makes in the world, roor- 
ing up Kingdotnes for the wickedneſs of the Inhabicancs, 
peri che Goſpel from ofte Nation to' another ; we 


orming out dutite, muſt Iay our hands on ous 
and on the Lords ſide, and acknowledge he is righreoug 
in all his waies; asremembring, it is nor aur work, to g0- 

vern the world, but to ſubmit to him that doer. 

3. The ſame again may be ſaid as to thoſe diſorders 
which you complain of, at home or abroad , ſo far as 
Jour trouble hath a tendencie coward their removal , or 
any other good end, ir is a dutie , but no farther. 1'le 
joyn with you a lictle in complaining and acknowledge, 
that ics ſad ro think how greac a part of the wortd lies 
buried in Heatheniſh darkneſs, idolatric and infidelitie, 
and how little is done by Chriflians toward their relief ; 
eſpeciallie that rhe Princes of Chriftendome do no more 
imploy cheir incereſts co that purpoſe, as if che pectie 
remporal concerns of their Crown and Kingdome were 
of greater moment. Sad alſo it is to ſee Chritiendome 
itſelf ſo wofullie divided and crumbled into Parties and 
FaQions, through the carnal deſigns of ambitious cos 
yetous men, under the gilded prerences of Catholick 
peace and unitie ; and how great a part of it by this 
mens is over-ſp r:ad with ignorance, impiecle and ido[a- 
trie? co the diſgrace of our profeſſion , and hindrance 
of the Converſion of Jews and Heathens, Its ſad to 
obſerve what a cruel raging thirſt there is in cheſe falſe 
Chriſtians , afrer the ucrer ruine and defiruction of all 
thae crouch not tro them , bur value the Goſpel above 
their rotten Tradirions, and ſenſle's ſapleſs Superſtitions, 
Andſad it is, that in our own and other Reformed Chur« 
ches, the divifons ſhould be ſo great about matters of 
lictle momenc , whilſt che Common Enemie threatens 
toſwallow th:m up; that the power of Godlineſs , and 
all ſuch means as may promote it , are no more ſet up 
K3 and 
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and encouraged , that profanene(s, lukeyarmneſs , mus 

val beart-burnings and diſcontenes, (hould ſo vaiverſal- 

6 poſſeſs us, Theſe are all very (ad conliderarions. Bur 
wWhatchen? Muſt we therefore fic down , over-weigh'd 
wich the burdenſome ſenſe of all theſe evils, and ſpend 
ourdaies in weeping and wailing , becauſe the World 
we live inis ſo much out of order ? By chis means Chri- 
ſtians (hould all curn Diſciples of Hergclirzs his School, 
Bur certainlie che Preceprs of Jeſus Chriſt pur us upen 
no ſuch courſe , who would bavs us live free from all 
anxious corroding carey, : and. the verie office of whoſe 
Spirit it is, to be the {omforter of his people. Mowrner; 
3n Zion we may be, but diſconſolare ſelf-rormentors we 
muſt not. The ſame Pas! that rook care of all the (hur- 
pes, rejoyc't in hope of the glorie of God, and did alnayr; 
triumph in Chriſt, All thoſe evils which 1 have menti- 
on'd may in one word be reduc't to this , that there is ſo 
much wickedneſs in the world, and ſo liccle true Religion 
and fear of God. Andrhis I granc, muſt needs be mater 
of lamenration to all good men, that love their Maker 
and their Fellow-creacures , and I wiſh thar all our 
hearts were more kindlie: affeted herewith. Burt how 
1s ic we ſhould manifeſt, our ſelves thus well-affeed? 
Truly moſt of all by endeavouring all that in us lies, 
that the world may be amended ; and ſo far as our pray- 
ers, exainplcs,or infiructions, may do any thing to that 
end, ler us fairchfullie apply our ſelves therezo. Bur 
ſuch a grief as hurts our ſelves, and offers nothing tothe 
good of others, ought i e avoided : We ſhould nor in 
ſuch an unproficable manner , mourn for our own fins; 
ſurelie then not for other mens. It would go but hard- 
ly with us , if the comfort of our lives depended upon 
ſuch things as are ne way in our power to accompliſh, It 
is indeed well-beſceming a duriful Son to be grieved for 
the diſobedience of his Brerhren , but yer not ſo " ar 
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hinder che pleaſure he oughc co take in his Fathers love? 
and the performance of his own duty to him, Bur this 
pure and unfeigned ſorrow for the wickedneſs of the 
world , andthe diſhonors done to God therein, ſpeaks 
ſo much ingenuity of ſoul, and is ſo very rare, that I 
need (ay lictle rodehorr you from the exceſs of it ; ra» 
ther I may exhorr you tor, to be yer more poſleft with a 
bicrer hatred of fin and pity to poor linners ; but not in 
the leaſt, I beſeech you, with hacred orenvie of che moſt 
proſperous and flouriſhing of them ; and be very warch- 
ful over your ſelves, chat no worldlie trouble , nor your 
lofles, nor traits, your want of crading , nor heavy pays 
ments, lie nearer to your heart, than the Intereſt of 
wr p 
4+ Burif by the low eſtare of che Church you mean 
chiefly che Perſecution which ic is any where under ; or 
which you feel your ſelves , or apprehend to be coming 
upon us, I may well ſay , there is far lefs cauſe of ſad- 
neſs upon this account than the former. 1f God ſee ic 
good co have his Church purified and refined,by bringing 
it throngh the fire, who are we that we ſhould contradi& 
it? Need I mentionto yourhe many benefits char are 
hereby won co accrue co Chriftians, to whom ir is ap-= 
pointed as their common Road ro. heaven? Do you not 
know that Chriſt hath bid you then eſpecially ro rejoyce 
and be exceeding glad , when men ſay and do all man- 
ner of evil againſt you for his ſake > Doth not the Apo=- 
Mereckon ic as a yifc an priviledge to the Philippians, 
char they did n-e onlie believe in, but ſuffer for Chriſt? 
Phil. 1. 29, 

And totheſe ſame ſuffering Philippians ic was , that he 
eives that earneſt Exhortation , Reroyce in the L:7d ale 
ayer, and apiin 1 [ay rejoyce, Chap.4.4. And bow many 


more Texts of this ſort might 1 mention , as thoſe alſo 


Which ſhe, chat ſuch wasche joyful ſpirit of che Apo® 
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BC od, 
ſles and Primitive Chriſtians under their perſecutiog 
for the truth. So far ought we to be from ſorrow or ſhame 
for ſuffering as Chriſtian; , chat we are commanded yy 
glorifie God on this behalf, 1 Pet.4.16, But here then her 
me deſire you, as you value che true peace 8nd comfort 
of your ſouls, to ſee thar you indeed ſuffer as Chriſtians, 
both as ro what you ſuffer for , that it be no other chan 
the Cauſe of Chrilt ; and as to your delign in imbracing 
icy that it be purelie for his honor, and chen you are like- 
lyroſufferin that manner char becomes Chriſtians, Be- 
ware, I beſeech you, of adhering, wich a carnal zeal, 
to any Sc or Party, for the advancement and flouriſh 
ing whereof you are wholly concern'd, as depending 
thereupon for your eſtate and eaſe; and chiefly for your 
Repuration, by the ſucceſs of your Opinion and way, If 
this ſelfiſhneſs poſleſs you, ic will even then when you 
ſeem ro ſuffer for Conſcience ſake, bewray it ſelf by 
muchewhat the ſame effes, thar are ro be ſeen in the 
men of this world, when they contend with, and oppreſs 
one another, Ic will ſer you a vexing and repining , and 
fill your mouths with reviling, and your minds with 
ſplzen againſt choſe cbart make you ſmart : And this 
while you are like to be fat from the comfort of a ſuf- 
ferivg tare ; and no wonder, for tell me truly, Is it nat 


for Self, rather chan Chriſt that you are thus affeted? FtoC 
Doth Chriſt, do you think, need or defire that you ſhould I iy 1 
have ſuch boiſterous paſſions for his ſake ? Doth the I ſme 
wrath of man work the righteouſneſs of God > Where- | ple 
fore ſee thar you are bur fincerely concern'd for Gods | yer 
Glorie and your own Salvation, and then you'l perceive || of 
that in theſe reſpe&s men cannot hure or overcome you; | ons 
and ſo you'l ſee noreaſon tobe angry with them, or hate | ne/; 
them for any thing they dotoyou. For by doing the du- | fay 
eies, and exerciſing the Graces that are call'd for, and }} ©: 


may yer be done, you may glorifie God , and —_ 
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ſouls, ler men and devils rage, and reign z and do their 


wort, Lec che times be what chey will, you have Rill li- 
hetry to ſerve and pleaſe God , though nor alwaycs in 
the ſame works, or after the ſame manner, Sometimes 
Pa! may be glorifying God by. preaching boldly in a 
Synagogue, or 1n his own hired houſe ; ſometimes by ly- 
ing With his ſeer in che Stocks , ſometimes by pleadi 

at 3 Bar, and ſometimes by preaching in a Priſon, - 
but corhe Jaylor and his Familie 3 and all this while dy 
courage and patience, love to Chriſt , and zeal for the 
Goſpel and the good of ſouls, which , according to the 
natiery of occaſions and circumRances, ſtill exerred ir 
ſelf one way or other, Religion, as it is an inward living 
principle, lies far our of the reach of all created force, 
and can no more be interrupted or deſtroyed thereby 
(whilRt che ſoul 1s faithful co its ſelf) chan the influences 
of the Stars, or courſe of the Orbs , can be bound and 
flopr. Ir is indeed inthe power of man to hinder ſome 
external duries, ro diſcountenance and impoveriſh good 
wen ,, bue what's this cothe beart and life'of Religion? 
Though they may difturb che Communion of Chriſtians, 
yer not that berwixt God and the Soul ; '*cis nor a ſtone 
wall can intercepe that : I hey may put chains on the 


ſeer, but not on the affeRions, nor hinder their outgoings 


toGod , any more chan Xerxes his Chain (which in a fil- 
ly rage he threw into a rough Sea ) could refirain the 
ſwelling of irs waves: Though ſome kind of. ourward 
ſplendour and flouriſhing of Religion may be eclips, 
yet the fruits of che Spirit cannor, by che nipping Frofts 
of Perſecution, be blaſted. Such as the Apoſile menti- 
ons, Gal, 5. 22, 23. Love, joy, peacey long-ſuffering, gentle- 
neſs, goodneſs, faith, meekneſs, temperance ; of theſe I may 


ſay as he does {though in anotherſenſe) againſt ſuch there 


& no Lax : Or though there ſhould be a Law, yer there 
s no power againſt chem. Though Enemies perſecute 


you, 
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you, yer you milylove-mdpirry them, whether the 

of 6: Thouzgh'chey h6uld Rop your mourhs, wy fo . 
ont'your tongues , yet you may pray forittem, andfeolly 
give theny, you may behumble, pacienc, holy, and hey 
venly in&eſpire of all oppofirion , and were bur all Pry. fl, 
feſſours{uch, Religion' would flouriſh ar another rax, [bic 
than —y having the' favour of great ones, andthe (fore 
riches and hShdirs of the world encail'd upon their pro. | nce 
ſeſſion. 1'wonder whether Religion Alouriſhr more for Vp! 
the firſt three hundred years after Chrift', or after thar{more 
it became che Religion of che Empire : Whether whed [of th 
men loſt eſtates by embracing ic, or when they got the Jullt 
by profeſſing it ? nae | 

Wasir Fire and Fag#ot , or Eaſe and Honours , thu build 
were the poiſon of the Church ! And was ic the bloodefſhe 7 
Martyrs, or the wealch of the Profeſlors, that was the(de c 
ſeed of the Church > Wherefore let us not ſo much cons mere 
plainof any thing in the Times , as of our own ſloath-FPeop 
fulneſs and dulneſs, of the earthlineſs and unbelief ofcom: 
our hearts, and che unſuicableneſs of our lives, for ob-ENor 
ſcuring the lufire of Religion : And if Adverſicy mayfue tc 
ſcoure off all che ruſt and filth which eaſe and proſpericy dwel 
contracted, we ſhall have cauſe copraiſe him , bo /a:ſplace 
43 onr refiner. hod 
And here by the way, ler mee ſuggeſt ; that chereyJit, 

munch difference berwixrt che ſtate of the Jexiſh and the man. 
Chriſtian Church : That was under a lower and mort fr e» 
'carnal diſpenſation, both as co the frame of their minds, (thou 
their ſervice and promiſes. They had not ( generally) Iw«y / 
ſo great 2 meaſurre of the ſpirit as was afterward tothe ds 
be poured forth , nor ſoclear revelations of the furureſ 75. * 
elory, neither therefore was it ſo preſt upon them , chit wor 
the way thereto was, through many tribulations , whid Ronl 
made them ſo extreaml y ſcandaliz'd at that firange do nith 
Arine of Chriſt, that they mult leave friends, lands, life, J give / 
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gd alll for his ſake , if chey would be his Diſciples, and 
have © creaſure in Heaven. Bur eſpecially cake notice , 
whac 2 dependance their Worſbip had upon external 
pe. being confin'd ſo much ro che Temple in Feruſs; 
las, and conliieg.in ſuch Sacrifices _ Ceremonies 
abich could not orher-where be performed ; and there- 
d the (fore. chey might well be much concern'd for the continu- 
pro-| ines and reſtaurarion of that place,wherero Gods peculi- 

» for {ue preſence was limited; and uponthis account chey were 
tha nore obnoxious to enemies , and Rood greatly in need 

vhed [oftheir favour, when conquered by chem. Bur now in 

then Jill theſe reſpeRs the caſe 1s difference. The Apoſiles did 

nac Ray for Ceſar; leave , nor depend upon his aid for 

the Ivilding the Chriflian Church , the new Jeruſalem , as 

odef he Jews did upon C37: for rhe Old : (Though I granc 

$ the be countenance of the Civil Magiſtrate, to bee agreat 
-ony mercy, neicher ought Chriſtians , whecher Paſtours. or 
att-People, upon any pretence whatever , co diſobey his 
f officommands, whilſt chey do nor incerfere wich Chriſts: ) 

r ob Nor is it inTemples made with hands(chough inſuch we 
mayſ]ne ro worſhip him in publick communion) chart God now 
ericy Idwells, bur in every holy Soul, who ar any time, in any 
o ſarplace, may worſhip bim acceprably in ſpiriz and in ermb 3 

kod this 4rk of hispreſence, the inhabication of hig Spi- 

refit, no Philiſtine force can take out of the heart of 
d che {nan Now by Jeſns Chriſt, hath God ſo far ſav'd us frows 
more or exenvies , and from the hand of all that bate us, that 
nde, (though we are more afſaulced by rhem than ever, yet) «2 
ally) Ju /erve him without fear, in bolineſs and righteouſneſs,” all 
d tothe daies of our life . as Zachariah ſings, Luke 1. 71, 74, 
acre 75. Though Chriſt cold his Diſciples, hee came rs ſend # 
chit} Sword apon carth , yer hee tells chem alſo, that his peace 
rhid] Bonld abide in cheir hearts, Job. 14, 27. Peace Hleave 
e dof with you my peace 1 give wits you y nat as the world giver , 
life N give 7 unto you : Forthe world indeed gives peace, £ re- 


moviyg 
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movins- oiirward troubles , bur my peace ſhall poſſg 
and ſecure you in the midſt of them (as a learned Co 
mentator'glofſes upon the words) and therefore: he 
char injunRion, which I have bzen fo long inculcacitg, 
Let not your beart be troubled, neither let it be afraid. 

Andco finiſh my anſwer, lermee, inche laft place, 
wiſh you toremember ſerionſly and believingly,thac why 
ever preſſures the Church of God, now milicanc upon the furl 
wholecarch, of any part of it» may lie under; tr ſhall and 
befides irs preſent viRory , ar length riſe up from unde 
them into che moſt flouriſhing and criumphane Rate; 
And all thoſe that are embark'c therein , being fairhly 
to her cauſe and quarrel , and ſharing in all her affligi- 
ons, ſhall alſo parrake of her glory. Even now, I ſay, 
all ſivcere Chrittians by their faith overcome che world, 
yea, when they ſeem moſt overcome by ir; like ther 
Maſter, chey conquer, when upon the croſs : For ity 
not With him as wich cemporal Monarchs , whoſe incer- 
eſt is friin'd , whea cheir SubjeRs are deſtroy'd, or in- 
poveriſhr ; Bur his Kingdome is oft promoted by the 
ſufferings and ſlaughrers of his followers, Nor there- 
fort ſhould we ſerve him wich ſuch kinde of apprehenh- 
ons #9 common ſubjeRs are wont to have, in their 
rels for their King and Countrey, whoare beforctul 
doubtful of the event, and being vanquiſhe, bewail them-,.; 
ſelves , and pitty their Prince, Bur hee whoſe bartle ” 
we fight, does not {o need our lives or fortunes , that his 
frength ſhould be weakned by their loſs. Nor does he 
let his enemies ſo far prevail over his Church , becauſe 
through their power and policy chey are roo hard far 


O8 


him: Though there was not a man upon earth chat would head 
Rand on his (fide, he would know well enough how to wi 
2al with che greateſt Porenrates and Politicians of chen 7 


all, aschey will, ere long, know to their coſt : Bur het 
bears chus with chem (beſide other ends which will _ 
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r be better known ) that the Graces which bee hath 
to his Servancs may bee exerciſed , and that they 
Yr y have opportunities of demonfirating , that they!love 
im coche death. And this is all he cares for or requires, 
ng ind whilſt we do thus, whatever becomes of us, we win 
the field, and are ſure of rhe crown ; for our Lords King- 
lace, dome, and therefore ours, is not of this world; nor would 
iy he cherefore have any upon pretence of advancing ir,todi- 
tell furb the world by Maſlacres and Powder-plots, ſeditions 
| and cumuls, murdering of Princes , and burning of peo= 
ndry ble. Theſe are fit means indeed co ere& ſome Babel of 
late:F carnal incereft » bur not for the building up of Chrifls 
ff Church : He knows how to defend and exalc it, Withour 
lid any ſuch officious wickedneſs, as ſome men by all means 
ty, I yould bring to his aſſiſtance, And as it is not for want of 
md, power or love, that Chriſt ſuffers his Spouſe for a while 
tobe trampled upon , by the feet of pride and: cruelty ; 
ſo bee will at lengrh diſcover both, in delivering her 
thence, and placing her with himſelf in glory, He ehac 
chaſt his Church with his own blood, will nor be (ul- 
ſatisfied nill ſhe parrakes of the higheſt benefits of his 
coltly underraking. As in his own perſon he hath com- 
dated and overcome all the Powers of Hell and Death, 
ſo he will go on conquering and to conquer , till he harh 
finiſhr the ſame work for , and in his body. Now beeis 
purifying it from all ſpors and wrinckles, and will here- 
after preſent it to himſelf beautiful and glorious. Why 
then ſhould not all the followers of this viRorious Lead- 
er, march on , with courage in their hearts, ſereneneſs 
incheic looks, and ſongs of praiſe in their mouths, as tra- 
yelling to Zion? where everlofting joy ſhall bee upon their 
beads, and all remnancs of ſorrow and mourning ſhall flee 
034), 
Wherefore Rir up your ſelves , I beſeech you Chrift- 
ans, fic not alyaies poring upon miſeries, and overlook» 
{ 10g 
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'Ing mercies, making things worſe then hey are, wy 


ud) 
vexing your ſelves wich needleſs fexrs, Remember (it g- 
that a Childe of God in the way to bis Fachers houſe, barks 
waies more cauſe of joy and thank fulneſs , than of ſadmſi al ire, 
compleining : Let ic appear that you beleive ſo by yu {MWe* 
deporement, And char you may riſe upto this crugh {6aP 
excellent ſpiric , let me beſeech yon, in one word ,7, | & 60 
ſee thas yos lyve up torbe principles of the Chriſtian Religion. 
affefed coward the world, and all ics pops and vat 
cies, as you are engag'd by your Baptiſm * Ever fir loaſe Dear 
fromir, and regard ic nor as any peice of your happis | fully 
neſs, 'Tischis fills mens mindes with anguilh and care, | 298 
even the fears of being depriv'd of their eſtates and [ior 1 
friends, cheic fle(hlyeaſe, cheirfſives and libercies. Bu f 93Y 
eonſider you, that it's impoſiible' ro have a ſure holdef | JÞ 
cheſe things, and therefore che way never to be croubled | 99 
forthe, is, not co let them have hold of your heart, | Des 
You have liv'd to ſee in two years tmore men taken from eh 
their eſtaces, and more eſtates taken from the owners, | P* 
chan in ſo ſhorca time hath almoſt been ever known: Let | #03! 
both reach you whar regard to have, eicher colife i: ſelf, | VE 
or the appurrenances of ir. Ler your comfort in proſpe- the 
rity, be deriv'd from God and Chrift, rhe firſt fruit} ®' 
and promiſes of heaven, then may it be conftanc and un- || £2 
changeable,as che grounds of it are. Ever be inculcaing } & 
ir upon your ſelves, chat Gods your feliciry,an4 labout } 
ro make and keepir clear, that he is your God, There | A 
fore, a$you love your lives, and the comforts of chem, 
rake heed of Gin, of all (in, which will bloc your Evidew | ®* 
ces, and make you of abjeCt, cowardly ſpirics; ſo chatit- | © 
ſtead of ferching comfort from approaching co God , dis | ® 
will fill you wich horrour, and make you run from him p 
4 


a$an encmy,and then nothing in the whole creation can 
releive you. Bur yer, believingly live upon the Med- 
ator, by him ta baye all breaches heal'd berwixe - 
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your Sonls, and by his Spiric co have your ſouls heal 
all their diftempers. Reſt in noting as an evi- 
of your ipcerelt in him, below an- earneſt de- 
fre, and fincere endeavour to grow upin him, .cobee 
likeco him, and to fulfil all che gracious precepes of bis 
Goſpel : And baving this evidence , lec no temptations 
a doubcings rob you of the comfort it may afford, Re- 
nember , that as your happineſs conſiſts in communion 
: | mich God, ſo this 18 nor perfeRly to be enjoy'd cill after 
Deach and Judgement, Wherefore live alwaieschear- 
; | fully, apprebenſive of the certainty and nearveſs, of ap- 
praaching death; ler.your great buhneſs bee-toger fitted 
for it, and ler all your main deſigns be ſo laid, tharrhey 
may not be blaſted, bur accompliſh't by it. When once 
you have done this, you have lictle more co fear ar one 
time than anocher , and nothing at any time: For to 
Death, you are in a manner alwaicsalike liablce,and this 
isthe worlt that any mortal power can brivg upon you , 
onely rhey may make ir more gainful and honourable 
than ocherwiſe it would, What matter is ic , whether 
we dye amongſt our enemies, or our friends, fincewee 
then cake our leave of both? Wherher upon a bed; ot 
on che ground , fince our body will ſo ſoon bee inthe 
earth > What matcer 18'r, wherher che fire of a'Feaver, 
or of a Faggor conſume us, whether our ſouls fly our ac 
our mouths or our throats , ſince either way they will be 
alike ſoon with God. TY. 

Bur Scripture is moſt of all wont to preſs our looking 
and earneſt waiting for the coming of Chriſt: Perhaps, 
as having leſs terrour 1n it to a Believer chan deach , and 
as being the rime when our fulleſt glory ſhall be accom- 
pliſhe, the whole Body of Chriſt being then brought ro- 
gether into the preſence of their glorified Head, and co 
zpurcicipation of his Glory. And 1'le ſhuc up all wick 
an 
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an earneſt requeſt,thar-you would comfort and © ; 


your ſelves with che fore-choughcs of , and ardenc | 
ings afcer, this day of che appearance of rhe great GS 
and our Saviour Jeſus Chriſt, When ever ir is wh 
you, whilſt you are ſailing over this Ocean, as it was wid 
Paxls company, et. 27. 20. chat neicher Sun nor Sun 
in many daies appear, and no ſmall Tempeſt lies 
you, then caſt forth che Anchor of Hope , and wiſh ft 
chis day. And fix not your hopes with Readineſs on aqy 
day ſhorrof this, or your dying day. The experiente 
we have had of the long-calkr of , and (by ſome) much 
hop'e-for 68, (belide other warnings of this kind ) nay 
rell us, that chey who build cheir faich upon fancie, d 
bur encreaſe cheir own troubles, provoke others laughter, 
anddangerouſly rempr themſelves co Infidelicie. Expe 
this coming of Chriſt, nor corche ſame purpoſe that che 
Jews did, and fill docheir Meſſiah ; co make you rich, 
and high, and proſperous in the world , to throw down 
great m2n, that you may enter upon their places and e+ 
fates, a poor preferment to a true Saint ; bur 
him go advance you above (in and Satan , che world and 
fleſh, and co raiſe you tothe cleareR, blefſed Viſion, and 
fruicion of your God. Upon this promiſe of his com- 
ing build all your hopes, lay all your fireſs , and venture 
all you have:If chis prove falſe,we are all undone, but ne- 
ver tillthen, nor chen neicher any worſe chanthe reſt of 
che world chat believed ir nor ; for there's nothing elle 
co hold by but what we are ſace will fail us, and if this 
fail coo , Mankind was made ro no more purpoſe chan 
Boys blow up a feather. Bur never fear ir; though 
the Worldling tells you by his praRiſe he believes i 
falſe ; chough che profane Swaggerer ſay ſo downeright, 


and prove it by a jeer » as the moreſullen Atheiſt by his 
unreaſonable cavils and wranglings , yet believe _ 
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of then) cill you have tryed ; they neither are, nor poſ- 
y can be, ſure of the contrarie, whilſt they are in this 
;' and if chere be no other life than this, they'l ne- 
ver be able to upbraid you wich your weakneſs and er- 
tour: Butif chere be ( as nothing more ſure) let them 
look to themſelves : Then ler it be ſeen whether the.mo- 

4 of ſcraping. Egrth-worms, the mirth ahd mufick, the 

diſh ſporcs and bruiciſh delighes of ſenſual Gallanes, 
the Drollecie and Sophiftrie of ſelf-conceited Infidel-, 
mill be as good ſecuricie ctorh2m 5 as your fai hand toli- 
neſs, even that which they were wont to deride as follte, 


proceeding from prejudice, melancholly, or ſuperfiition, 


That will be the crying time ,. when it ſhall be krown 
who were wiſe men, and who were fools , when 2 rishte- 
ous and all-knowing Judge ſhall juſtly decide the ccncro- 
rerfie. Oh Sirs, do you look for ſuch a day as this , {ich 
an amazing confounding day , when the whole world 
ſhall be curned upſide down, the earth become fuel for 
raging flames, and all its Inhabitants brought co accovne 
ſor their ations, and receive their doom to endleſs joy or 
woe ? And have you any hopes of Randing in ſuch a day 
88 this, of beholding our Lord with confidence , when 
be ſhall appear in all bis Majeſty, with thonſatids of An- 
gels for his Honourable Attendants, wheb the Heavens 
above ſhall ring with the joyful acctamatichs of theſe 
glorious Spirirs, and the Saints their Companichs , and 
the Air below ſhall be fill'd with the yellidgs and roar- 
lngs of Devils and damned Ghoſts : Do you look, I ſay, 
ere long co ſee ſuch ſighes as theſe, and to partake of i! e 
glory and joy of that great day And will you now te 
much concern'd for the burning of an houſe cr City , or 
for the buſles and confuſions of this dreaming werld, 
that will not till chen be awakened? Oh unteaſonable ! 
tac the Sainrs, who ſhall ſhortly meet their Redeeme: 
mth comforts and before all ; world be acouitted and 
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applauded, crown'd and receiv'd into eternal joyes, 
inould now paſscheir crime in ſo much ſolicarineſs, and 
live no more upon the hopes of ſuch a diy. And oh. moy- 
Rrous ! char ſinners , who muſt ſhortlie be judged .axd 
ſhamed before all, and ſencenc't ro the ſad Societie 
Devils for ever , can yer ſpend theit daies in eaſe and 
pleaſure, in pampering and adorning cheir dirry fleſh, 
overwhelm'd wich gluctony' and drunkenneſs , and the 
cares of this life, as if they were reſolyed never to think 
of their miſeric till chey feel ic, and judg'd ic berter to 
feel it, chan co think of ir ſo as toprevent it. Bur ler chem 
raks their courſe, and ſee where it will end : Bur all 

the unfeigned (riends and followers of the bletſed Jeſus, 
who ſhall be your Judge , let ir be your work rofetch 
comforr from that which is other mens terrour. he 
their hezrts {.tll for (er, you muſt lift up your beads, a4 know- 
ing yur Redemption draws nigh, Orin S. Fames his words; 
Be patient, ſtabliſh your hearts , for the, coming of the Lord 
dran; nigh, Andnearer it is drawn by fixteen hundred 
years ſince thzſe words were wrote ; How near then 
May we nov think it ? Though how near we cannot ſay, 
zer for certain it's nor far off. T he eyes of them {ball 
not fail char wait for him ; hz will nor fruſtrace your ex- 
peRations, as Si/era did his Mothers, you wholook forth 
from the priſon windows of che fleſh, and wich her cry 
our, 1) i bis Chariat fa long in commg * H hy Farr) the 
#bee's oþ hi; Chari:t? Conhdently dare 1 anſwer you, 
ye1, yo1 may make anſwet t».your ſelves, Qur Lord's 
coming to guher regether ant comfort all bus diſperſed, di- 
ſtreſſet ones, from the ſeveral corners of the world ; Fe is com- 


3 1g to (692 them final and fu'l releaſe from the heavy yoke 


Turkiſh, Popiſh, and all "ther bondage and cruelty that tt 
m ins till tha: diy ; he & coming totramp'e down and over- 
trow all oppoſitions to bis Government and Scepter , and - 
erly todeſtroy the works of the Devil, and all bus Adberent:; 


ESSERa”EASCSREYTE., 


cc 
- 


a> 7 38 


(161) 

be ic coming to plead the cauſe of bis righteous ſervants, to 
vindicate rhem and the honour of Religion from all the diſ- 
graceful ſcandals, flanders, and calumnies , which the wicked- 
neſs of pretended Friends, or the wilful malice of envenomed 
Enemies, bath caſt upon them. He's coming to make all faces 
and ations bare, to reveal the ſecrets of all hearts, and diſco» 
ver truth from falſhood. He is coming to the confuſion and ſor» 
row of all careleſs and ungodly ones, rich or poor, Princes or 
People, that thought not on, nor prepar'd for this time ; but 
he comes to the perfett, full, and everlaſting Conſolation of all 
believing ſouls, that are praying and waiting , looking and 
longing for this bleſſed day of bu appearing, Even ſo, (ome 
Lord feſus, come quick'y ; and let him that readeth ſay 
eAmen. 


FINIS, 


